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Se-senscommencang at 2:30. p.m. 


MR. LASKIN: Ladies and gentlemen, I would 
like to welcome you to the meeting of the Royal Commission 
on the Northern Environment here in Moosonee, and I would 
like to call on Chief Andrew Rickard of Grand Council Treaty 
No.9, who is going to introduce some opening ceremonies. 
Chief Rickard. 


CHIEF RICKARD: (In Indian). 
I would like to open with a prayer first by 


one of our Elders, James Wesley. 
(Prayer) 


CHIEF RICKARD: I would like to ask the 


drummers to drum a welcome song for you. 


(Welcome song by drummers) 


CHIEF ANDREW RICKARD 


Before I start, Mr. Commissioner, I was just 
expressing the position that the only regret that I have in 
our presentations is that we are not able to understand 
our first language. By virtue of that understanding or 
appreciation I think we can look back and see how much 
difficulty our people have to go through when their first 
dialogue in a language that they could not possibly under- 
stand,which was foreign to them. The last few months our 
people, from our youngest people, our Chiefs and Counsels, 
our Elders, have had extensive discussions about yesterdays, 
exhaustive planning for what is happening today and what we 
hope to achieve for tomorrow for our future generations. 
And recognizing and appreciating the lack of understanding 


Or a common language that we have I am quite prepared to 
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address you in English so that you may understand what it 
is they are concerned with. You have an Opportunity, for 
our Elders and Chiefs and Counsels and our young people to 
make their wishes known all day tomorrow and we welcome 


that opportunity. 


‘c I would like to now make a presentation to 
you from our organization as sort of an overview to touch 
on some events that we have said and hopefully indicate as 


to some of the directions we will be moving on. 


"Mr. Commissioner, welcome to the 
homeland of the James Bay Cree. When we, the 
Nishnawbe-Aski of Treaty #9 appeared before 

ie you in Sioux Lookout, on November 7th, 1977, 
we spent considerable time discussing the 
procedures and the possible role of the Royal 


Commission on the Northern Environment. 


"We do not intend today to make any 
specific technical recommendations, nor to 
30 provide you with a detailed blueprint of the 
future of Northern Ontario. You will see that 
blueprint develop its shape from the people, 
as you travel across our magnificent land. 
Scientific documents, and concrete plans for 
our programs of local government, will be 
forthcoming during the main process of the 


40 
Commission's hearings. 


"Tt would be a serious oversight on 
our part)’ if we did®not take this) opportunity 
to share with you our feelings about the most 

a important element in your Inquiry, the human 
element. Your staff have been given detailed 
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"research papers on the pros and cons of 


economic development in our North. Surely, 
Mr. Commissioner, your Inquiry must be much 
more than just an investigation into such 
isolated areas as economic, community develop- 
ment and environmental protection. The human 
element is the key to the future of the North. 
It inter-relates all aspects of any society, 
and without this key a realistic long-term 
blueprint for comprehensive management is 
impossible. It is the danger of omitting this 
human element that makes the actual process of 
your Inquiry more important, or at least as 
important, as the final report you make to the 
Ontario Government. Your Commission, Mr. 
Justice Hartt, to ensure this vital element, 
must have an all encompassing role. We hope 
the Commission will be responsible to all the 
peoples of Northern Ontario, and if necessary, 
capable of making a stand. On this role will 
depend the very quality of human life in our 


land for generations to come. 


"AS a major part of that human element, 
we ask that you never, even for a moment, lose 
Sight of our people, the Nishnawbe-Aski, and of 
our total relationship with our land. We are a 
people, unique, vibrant and very much alive. 
Ignorance of our culture throughout Canadian 
history amounts to a kind of criminal negligence 
against humanity. We have made a tremendous 
contribution to the history of our country. 


Indeed, your infant colony would never have 
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"survived economically without the skills, 


kindness and generosity of our ancestors. 
This past contribution is only the beginning 
of what we can offer the rich cultural 
mosaic that exists in Canada. Many of your 
people are ‘returning to the land.' In this, 
and as a result of our struggle as a people 
to control our own destiny, we can offer many 
philosophical and concrete values. We know 
from our ancient heritage and our tragic 
encounter with yourselves, that we have 
acquired much wisdom regarding the quality of 
life. Is this wisdom always to be ignored, 
because supposedly we have not contributed to 
the general society of Canada? It is true 
that we have contributed little to the pollu- 
tion of the water, to the destruction of the 
forests, to the depletion of the wildlife and 
to the divisions between people. Whether 
your people understand it or not, the whole 
fabric of Canadian society, as reflected in 
yoursilateraturemand artsy, ist inter-related 
with the land, our land, that we have under- 
stood and lived with for many centuries. 

Wath icont rol Le f ithe decision-making processes 
affecting our lives, we know that we can con- 
tribute positively) to. ali areas of Buro- 


Canadian life. 


"Mr. Commissioner, you might well 
wonder how we can insist on the right to 
determine our own kind of government within 


the Canadian Nation. We believe that it is 
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"only by achieving total self-determination 
that we can effectively and rightfully par- 


ticipate in the Canadian mosaic. 


"It is ludicrous to suggest that our 
lives can be separted into neat cultural, 
historical, social, economic, political, 
environmental and spiritual compartments, 
each divorced from the other. The growth of 
cultural understanding and diversity within 
Canada requires an acceptance of all the 
aspects of a people's culture. Accepting 
only those parts that fit comfortably, within 
one's own cultural framework, is not true 
understanding and appreciation. Only through 
our own self-determination and our own self- 
respect can we present the values of our 


heritage to others. 


"The general reaction to the Declara- 
tion of the Nishnawbe-Aski has been one of 
fear and resentment. Your people are ignorant 
of what our independent relationship will mean 
to themselves, and because of this ignorance 
there is much hostility. From statements that 
have been made thus far in your preliminary 
hearings, it seems a great many people fear 
that in determining our own future, we would 
resist so-called 'development' despite the 
needs of others. For this reason they feel 
that the Nishanwbe-Aski are not to be trusted 
with power. Once again we will state, that 


we see nothing wrong with using our great 
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"natural resources for the betterment of all 


mankind. However, these resources must be 
developed for the greater good of the people, 
and not for the short-term benefit of a few 
multi-national corporations, at an impossible 


cost to all our future generations. 


"Thais lack Of trust on the part. oe 
the dominant society is always evident in 
colonial situations. The dependent people 
are only granted a measure of self-determina- 
tion after the dominant society is sure the 
Subjugated peoples are totally assimilated. 
To the discomfort of the general public, our 
people are still, despite endess tragedy, a 
long way from assimilation. Furthermore, we 
are finding the 'liberal bleeding-heart' 
interpretation of the Canadian Mosaic increas- 


ingiy difficult, to;Lave with. 


"Mr. Commissioner, our people want to 
reverse this colonial pattern used in dealing 
with the aboriginal people. We want to propose 
a serious alternative to either passive resig- 
nation or cultural genocide, neither of which 
is acceptable to us, nor in the best interests 
of the Canadian people. What we are calling 
for is a recognition Of *the existing, reality, 
that Northern Ontario is a divided community 
with stark inequalities between the races. 
Equality can only be achieved and secured if 
our Nishnawbe-Aski are freed from this suppres- 
sive relationship, and guaranteed the right to 


develop as a free and responsible part of the 
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(1) 


eVarger society. Our people will no longer 


quietly accept attitudes which place us 
second, attitudes such as that of the Dryden 
District Chamber of Commerce, in particular, 
their statement that: 'Native rights will 
have to be déalt with fairly and justly in 
the context of future development'. (1) On 
the contrary, future development must be 
judged within the context of aboriginal 
rights. Moreover, we require a firm power 
base of legislation, from which we can insist 
on the recognition and acceptance of our 
special status as a people with aboriginal 
rights. This recognition will facilitate 

the coming together of our various societies, 
in the spirit of equality. It will eliminate 


racist and dependent relationships. 


"With a strong Nishnawbe-Aski power 
base in our North, there would exist a real 
possibility of recovering power from Toronto 
for all Northern peoples. Our people, with 
their special status, have a unique right to 
self-determination. It is a tragic irony 
that our people, who suffer from the 
colonialistic attitude of the Canadian sate 
are witnesses to the helplessness of our 
Northern neighbours who are under the thumb 
of the south. Unfortunately, it seems to 
take a great deal of tragedy, as our people 
know too well, to wipe out the subjugated 
people's illusions about the intentions of 


the dominant. 


See Appendix 
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(2) 


"The very real need for Northern 
independence is exemplified by the way that 
the areas of social services and natural 


resources are manipulated in the 'South'. 


"The social services field surely deals 
the most closely with the fundamental issues of 
each society that it represents. In the various 
submissions presented to your Commission it 
became evident that there is a pressing need 
for a reassessment of the decision-making pro- 
cesses in the field of Northern social services. 
(2) We have all heard the presentations on: 
inadequate education facilities, irrelevant 
curriculums, a lack of senior citizen accommoda- 
tions, few recreation units, and of the very 
tragic situation of many of our Northern 
children. We agree with the general theme of 
these submissions, that more 'South’ devised 
services are not as necessary as actually 
attacking the roots of the Northern issues. 

We know that many of our present tragedies 
have evolved from the disintegration of our 
traditional way of life. How can your people 
possibly understand what we need in social 
services, when they do not, as yet, understand 
our culture? The social services area of 
development is the most human, and we agree 
with Ms. Timpson's Sioux Lookout presentation, 
that te is “mandatory that thuman’ services wee 
considered before development, not after'. 
Notwithstanding, where our people are con- 


cerned, we insist on being involved in all 


See Appendix 
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(3), 


"considerations. 


"On studying the presentations that 
have been made to your Inquiry we found that 
over half of the reports were against totally 
uncontrolled development. (3) It seems that 
many Share our intense feelings of concern 
about what has happened, and what still can 
happen to our sacred land. What is alarming 
is the number of papers put forward that 
advocate a compromise regarding the exploita- 


(4) 


tion of our natural resources. These 
groups wish to proceed with the presently pro- 
posed projects under the existing Environmental 
Assessment Act of 1975, and leave the decisions 
of your Commission only for future developments. 
It only takes a glance at such presentations as 
those of the AMOG, and the Ontario Federation 
of Anglers and Hunters Inc., to see examples of 
past and existing land abuses. We do not know 
how any group of people can be so short-sighted 
as to advocate any non-renewable, one-industry 
ventures such as Onakawana, which has a pro- 
jected life-span of approximately forty years 
under ideal economic conditions. These groups 
are so very desperate for employment that they 
feel that 'band-aid' solutions are necessary. 
There is enough evidence on hand to prove that 
the 'boom and bust' cycle will simply continue 
from such projects, and that more than likely 
there will be great environmental damage. In 


Onakawana Development Limited's own words: 


Environmentally, the area is remote 


(4) See Appendix 
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" and little is known oh the forest, 
soil and wildlife resources. It is 
believed that on-going progressive 
drainage and reclamation work would 


(5) 


enhance the area. 


How the Onakawana people can 'believe' any- 
thing about an area that is obviously 'remote' 
ana Of which “little is known" to “them, is 
amazing. However, we do know our land, and we 
know it could easily be destroyed by the prac- 
tice of such ill-planned development. We, Mr. 
Commissioner, and those who feel as we do, 
20 need time during your Inguiry to document our 
knowledge. It was noted by the Newsletter, 
North Of The 50, that even the Ministry of 
Natural Resources, the licensing agent for the 
project like Onakawana, has admitted in its 
Ear Falls presentation that there are 'unavoid- 
able conflicts between certain policies relating, 
for example, to the wish to protect natural 
resources while at the same time wishing to 
develop resources’. (6) Such contradictions are 
even more evident on page 5 of the Ministry of 
Natural Resources’ November 1, 1977, submission 
toevour a@nquirys -fheaMinistry vindicated, that it 
40 is working on the solutions for these conflicts. 
Meanwhile, all our future generations are being 
ignored, as risky development proceeds unchecked 
by all but the present dubious Environment 
Assessment Act. The Ministry of Natural Resources 
zy has further stated, that since 'the Environment 


Act has not been in effect long enough to 


(5), (6) See Appendix 
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"adequately assess its performance ... the 
Commission may have difficulty in determining 
any possible inadequacies of the Act ...'. (7) 
Our people know that the Act is inadequate. 
This Act does not provide for the policing of 
large scale developments, nor for the fragility 
of our Northern environment. We are supported 
by certain submissions that question the degree 
of protection that the Act ensures. (8) fhis 
Geqree is very important in light ofthe 
Ministry's actual capacity to ensure the 


enforcement of this Act. 


20 - “Mr. Commissioner, in order to save 
our land from further abuse, to document our 
knowledge, and to really look into the standards 
and application of the Environmental Assessment 
Act, within world-wide practices and the latest 
technology of man; we request again, that you 

AO strongly recommend to the Ontario Provincial 
Government that it hold a moratorium on all 
proposed development for at least the life span 
of your Commission. “Your records’ of the» pre= 
liminary presentations of numerous associations, 
and individuals will demonstrate their support 
for our position to varying degrees. Without 

40 such a moratorium the Ontario Government will 
be demonstrating that your Commission is only 


intended to be another political manoeuvre." 


And if I may sidestep here for a moment, Mr. 
Commissioner, from the political aspect of this whole process 


we understand that the Ontario Government has accelerated a 


(7), (8) See Appendix 
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40 


request to sign all kinds of agreements for explorations, 

to go ahead and make announcements of Onakawana development 
and other projects of that nature. Another example of con- 
sultations, the simple servants, or Labher sine scivil servants 
of MNR wanted to meet with some of our people to supposedly 
inform them as to the direction they are moving. When you 
get back to Toronto that will be misinterpreted as consulta- 
tion. There was no such consultation within the context of 
the meaning of the word as far as our people are concerned. 
So there hasn't been any dialogue with respect to any dis- 
cussion as to what would happen in relation to the future 
development of Onakawana or any other explorations as far 

as our people giving consent is concerned. I would like to 
put it on record that that has been a one-sided situation 


from the Government side to us. 


"Our people realize that a moratorium 
could hurt the economy of the Northern Euro- 
Canadian communities, but the damage would only 
be short term, aS compared to your society's 
long history of economic mistakes. We hope, 
that with a carefully planned comprehensive 
development scheme, which recognizes our prior 
treaty and aboriginal rights, that we can end 
this very real threat to our environment, and 
the perpetual "boom and bust" cycle of the 
North. 


"The Environmental Assessment Act only 
provides for a southern industrial and urban 
society; it was not drafted with the fragile 
environment of our North in mind. Most impor- 


tant, it was developed without the input of our 


pouc ladda aes 
. setiy b, alters ee 


rvtiet ands Po mine 7. it lace 200 SP ae 

eek a3 yes Vt 4b ty dpi nabeee, TO ‘ongileveh- 
. | a where $- ayerary at now vcaely elqooy <6) @a 
waite be pr as ie ‘¢ ute: eg ed: o44? Vaores ne. at - 20g 
- ig, tt seamen. oven? ef) -O3Ie 


a 


iz 7 


= 


‘ae ate 6 eee cucmen ou), 30! = 
Guy exaibesgy, Gt-/ te giteaal wis eA VBEReD 
gi 04, acie~w evans gig ste Lata tty aay anibead? 
Phe ney, St Op ue ghee? Paode os 
pba eo"  -esetomeens gaovse Po yeegsid geal 
oly edie Were Nina i itive sale 
<b tm. @ jem bs ‘g ee - oo (raapher 
: a fed ev aes o (nas ~ (sain og te ($6472 


ring aries 0p > +9 a Se-dats Laps! $e: ~ @its ; 
‘in @FS 7a t3ha haw Qteet™ Lengpevaad vl? 
ca) 7 ; soot 
OE teeivonli® UO teektes Jone wir iy 
r nz et Wea awen © wr evbyvnon 
. i Veabts 46 4 ‘hestadh pes owe 04 eee lune 
w yeti ze sir Eye 2 Foe. fo jraemceives 
on’ 26; peosi S32 @iugte ay one: eden 3%, 3002 
; ; | ‘ 
' 
. y 
, ‘e ; 
| i | f 
| : areiMiy ae | 
| - 7 a 4 sa ? iD 


THOMAS F. CONLIN 


OFFICIAL REPORTER 


20 


30 


40 


3094 


"people, the majority of the inhabitants north 


of the 50th parallel. The Act contains no 
recognition. of cur jcul ture; cur, economicesty le, 
nor the very real conceptual differences that 
exist between our society and your industrial 


society. 


"All human concerns aside, the very 
mechanism of the Act is flawed, rendering its 
function futile. Neither the Act, nor the 
environmental regulations, contain any criteria 
upon which the Environmental Assessment Board 
may make a decision. The Board is left to its 
own devices to decide what impact is signifi- 
cant, if any. Even if the Board should find a 
Significant impact, that aspect of the environ- 
ment suffering the impact may be sacrificed 
under the loose terminology of the Act. The 
definition of the ‘environmental assessment' 
found in Section 5 (3) of the Act appears very 


wide in scope: 


"An environmental assessment submitted to the 


Minister pursuant to Subsection 1 shall consist 
On: 
(a) a description of the purpose of the under- 
taking; 
(b) a description of and a statement of the 
rationale for, 
(i) the undertaking 
(ii) the alternative methods of carry- 
ing out the undertaking, and 
(iii) the alternatives to the under- 


taking; 
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2Cyl -ta Description’ of, 

(1) the environment that will be 
affected or that might reason- 
ably be expected to be affected, 
directly or indirectly, 

(ii) the effects that will be caused 
or that might reasonably be 
expected to be caused to the 
environment, and 

(iii) the actions necessary or that 
may reasonably be expected to be 
necessary to prevent, change, 
Mitigate or remedy the effects 
upon or the effects that might 
reasonably be expected upon the 


environment, 


by the undertaking, the alternative methods 
of carrying out the undertaking and the 
alternatives to the undertaking; and, 

(d) an evaluation of the advantages and dis- 
advantages to the environment of the under- 
taking, the alternative methods of carrying 
out the undertaking and the alternatives to 


theeundertaking’ (1975,0e%697"%6¢5.)- 
What does that mean? 


"To return to human concerns, the Act 
does not provide funding for those who may 
wish to participate in the environmental hear- 
ings. Many groups, and indeed, our own people 
do not have the money for a lengthy interaction, 


nor to hire available but costly expertise. Mr. 
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“David Estrin, a lawyer specializing in environ- 
mental law comments on this dilemma; he states: 
‘If funding is available, then public 
participation which has often been 
strident and poorly informed, can 
begin to use information in an intel- 
ligent, and sophisticated way, and to 
deal with both public and private 
agencies on a level of technical and 
professional equality. In the absence 
of such funding the public would in 
many cases be better off without the 
20 hearing. At least it would not be 
misled into the believing that the 
"public interest' was being considered 
in what realistically is nowa 


9 
proponent-oriented hearing prncesen 


"To make matters worse, the Environment 
Assessment Act has been structured in a very 

- confusing way; it is also so loose that some 
projects with environmental hazards are not 
actually covered. Another dimension to this 
confusion is the difficulty of determining which 
Act should be applied - the Environmental Assess-— 
ment Act or the Environmental Protection Act. 

40 Even David Caverly, Chairman of the Environmental 
Assessment Board recognizes the confusion over 
environmental legislation in Ontario. To quote 
from an article in the Globe & Mail on November 


30th, 1977: 


'The Ontario Government must make up 


(9) See Appendix 


“iat al. ae 


| Wek mene 
a pee ae , et 


seas Loni 1 oe) 
(a ap ditinals a y a hh, 
eae : eel re a 
as nines ae irr ™ a I ie er ity 7 Y¢ | ire oh 
| pals usin bo a Niet aceaial: ars = ya | : tere 
aah abs hie jay See? 
. a ot} Wei he fare - 4 
‘ 

. 

| 


aged, stir: Senne! wah); ao 


t baa at 1 dies (sues. | 


| .) ’ 4 ; 
a a eecrla nthe, a tee | 


= § ges i oe 
| dieawnd vee, alts aie haw) .. Pon: a ie 
oe We Pak nag +4 avkh Tet Ary jineeeied 0"! " 
ieee | . as ea Paget e- sue a Loe (o0 entering § ° 
=. oetnedeery Sx. ky teh aes iar ties i meagsoetery ae 
4 ieio: ute aku Seyeagiindas OES 
z a8 wes *96 "Se ‘ar mnie oe siekedh oe 
4 Se ee ee er Wicuckis dk x 
cd A egal nabs, = one ie. 245 ana 
| fares: miaatan es be riety) sith on a hive news 
ue | on ne iad vese a a Laut aa eal aetna, ena A 
ac” dans vs a gata an Ra sanyo 
7 ie © 159% Sieseee | A ae od fers 
| iA wae 3s Paste 5 


v \vodhiey OR? — 


THOMAS F. CONLIN: 3097 


OFFICIAL REPORTER 


"'its mind about the extent to which 
projects with possible environmental 
hazards will be scrutinized at public 
hearings, saysthe civil servant 
responsible for the hearings. David 
Caverly, Chairman of the Environmental 
Assessment Board, suggested in an 
interview that 'grey areas' in legis- 
lation are at least partly responsible 
for public anger and suspicion over 
hearings on a proposal for an 
industrial-waste disposal plant near 


20 the Lake Erie village of Nanticoke. 


‘I don't want problems like Nanticoke,' 
Mr. Caverly said. ‘I need a clear 
mandate so there is no question con- 


cerning the role of the Board.' 


"There is something very wrong, Mr. Commissioner, 
30 when even the Chairman of the Environmental 
Assessment Board is asking for a ‘clear mandate’. 
"As we intend to make a technical, and 
truly documented submission regarding the 
environmental assessment issue, during the main 
process of your Inquiry, we will close now with 
Eo a quotation. The Science Council of Canada in 
Northward Looking: A Strategy and a Science 
Policy for Northern Development (Report No.26, 
August 1977) supports our position on the 
question of environmental assessment. The 
Council's review of six projects in the North 


has shown that: 
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gtk There has’ been a tendency for the interests 
of the major actors (i.e., government and 
industry) to over ride the interests of the 


other actors. 


ane Northern residents have tended to be excluded 


from the assessment system. 


ous Environmental issues have tended to be 
addressed only after the project was agreed 


upon. 


4. Social issues have been narrowly defined, 
often in terms of job opportunities ina 


wage economy. 


53 Economic issues have been paramount, but 
the traditional price system and relatively 
short timeframe of these issues have some- 
times conflicted with long term national 
benefits. This reflects the fact that 
economic considerations, notably the cost 
of money, often impel major actors to take 
actions before an adequate data base can 
be developed. Timing the assessment pro- 
cess, so that the pacing of the constituent 
elements of northern development is orderly, 


sretheretore ‘critically importaneé: 


The Science Council believes that the assessment 
process for northern projects is an important 
component of northern policy. Science and tech- 
nology should play an important role in these 
assessments. Some general principles apply for 


such assessments: 
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All affected parties must have the oppor- 
tunity to participate fully in the assess- 
ment, that is, the process must be balanced. 


(Emphasis in original). 


Assessments must be timed so that they take 
place before the decision to proceed is 
taken. (There is still the very important 
task of implementation and monitoring. The 
same criterion of balanced participation 


also applies here). 


Assessments must be conducted in the context 
of other related projects. A single proposal, 
for instance, may have a relatively minor 
effect. However, if it is just one of many, 


the cumulative effect may be much greater. 


Assessments must have broad terms of 
reference. It is not enough, for instance, 
merely to consider whether there will be 
environmental effects. Each affected party 
must be able to determine in what ways the 
project may affect its interests and how, 
if modified, the project might have less 


harmful or more beneficial impact. 


Government is responsible for ensuring that 
affected parties have adequate opportunity 
to make their needs known, that no projects 
are undertaken which do not meet basic 
economic and environmental standards and 
that, from a’ longterm point “of view, ‘the 
most desirable rate of non-renewable 


resource depletion is determined. This 
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requires a capacity for independent data 
gathering and the independent assessment 
and evaluation of data belonging to 


others. 


6. There must, aS a general principle, be 
open access to information. While there 
are occasionally good reasons for keeping 
some data or plans confidential, too 


often this is done routinely. 


ds There must be independent bodies: to 
identify areas in need of technology 
assessment, as well as independent bodies 


to conduct the assessments. And finally, 


oe Where unreferred scientific work supports 
a project proposal there must be oppor- 
tunities for a credible validating pro- 
cedure. The adversary approach is useful 
in this context, as was demonstrated at 
the hearings of the National Energy Board 
and the Mackenzie Valley Pipeline. The 
competing applications of Foothills and 
Canadian Arctic Gas incidentally produced 
a much more thorough examination of the 
pipeline proposal than if there had been 


only one application. 


"We look forward to exploring with you over 
the course of your Commission a new environmental 
protection regime, one which safeguards our land, 
our economy, and guarantees our participation in 
all projects affecting our people, the Nishnawbe- 
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"We know that our basic economy has 
been so eroded by the dominant society, with 
nothangeserious Offered to replace at,othat 
right now we have little to contribute to the 
economy Of Northern Ontario. We have become 
largely dependent on your society, not because 
we wished it, but because all the power to 
make decisions affecting our lives has been 


taken over by your people. Let us explain. 


"Wild rice harvesting is one important 
aspect of the traditional economy of our people 
in the western regions of Treaty #9. Now that 

20 this food is appreciated by your people, the 
Ontario Government intends to allow anyone a 
licence to harvest wild rice. So much for the 
insistence of the Ministry of Natural Resources 
that it caters to local areas first. (19) you 
must understand, Mr. Justice Hartt, that wild 

a rice harvesting is not just a part of our 
economy;uit is also part of our spiritual and 
cultural life. The customs surrounding this 
harvest are as sacred and symbolic to us as is 


the breaking of bread in the Christian churches. 


"Hunting and trapping have always been 

the mainstays of our economy, and are still 

7 indivisibly inter-related with our sense of 
being. However, your society has buried us in 
regulations, registered traplines, and licences 


issued to outsiders. 


— "You see, Mr. Commissioner, that not 


only has our economy been manipulated to a 


(10) See Appendix 
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“point of near annihilation, but these regula- 


tions have constituted an actual attack on 
our cultural well-being, at the level of our 
most fundamental values. There is no word 
in our language for economy, because what we 
do is part of the wholeness of our life, 


in relation to the overall environment. 


"No matter how diminished our system 
of economy is now, enough of it remains, if 
not physically, at least philosophically, to 
revitalize our system in modern terms. This 
will accommodate both our beliefs, and our 
need for economic survival within your larger 
society. No one can do this for us. Your 
society does not understand our relationship 
with the environment, as witnessed by the 
failure of these past projects that were 
imposed upon us. Only we are able to plan 
and implement economic strategies that will 


fulfil our needs. 


"Mr. Commissioner, you have already 
heard from many people who resist any change 
in the status quo. A classic example of 
this is the Honourable Rene Brunelle's pre- 
sentation to your Commission in Timmins on 
December 21st, 1977. This statement was 
understood to be the official position of the 
Ontario Cabinet, pertaining to Ontario’s 
Native Affairs Policy. The overtones of the 


statement are very clear to us: 


Ait It is a theory that the Ontario 
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Government does not recognize the 


Nishnawbe-Aski Declaration. 


Tte--dees 


not even recognize the Cree-Ojibway 


People as Northern Ontario residents. 


2. The Ontario Government does not have 
a Native Affairs Policy. “In face, 
practically all the social service 
programs affecting status Indians, 
Supposedly sponsored by Ontario, are 
paid for eventually by the Federal 


Government. 


3h Many of our people throughout Ontario 
20 
are paying various taxes from which 
few significant returns, if any, are 


coming back to our people. 


4. The Ontario Government is hiding behind 
they constitutional. contlicr eyadromne | 
to escape from funding of viable socio- 


=o economic development programs. (11) 


"The Premier of Ontario has been ill- 
advised in allowing the innocent, our friend, 
Mr. Brunelle to make such a ludicrous policy 
statement. The policy advisory staff of the 
resources field need to be people who are well 


40 versed in the current Northern issues." 


In other words some antique furniture I would 
insist it should be replaced by much modern means of exper- 
tise that is badly required in the better policy development 


| of natural resources, etc. 


"Our way, which we believe 1s a) large 


(11) See Appendix 
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"part of the answer to the future of mankind 
in North America, does not reject as such, 

a technological society or ecomomic develop- 
Ment. It simply asserts that our wisdom is 
the most valid in planning, regulating and 
implementing any form of land development. 
Twentieth century technology used within the 
confines of our value system which honours 
human life, the balance of nature, guards 
the land and treaSures its roots, will 
guarantee our survival and yours. As 
custodians, in perpetuity of this land, we, 
the Nishnawbe-Aski insist that we play a 
major role in all the decision-making pro- 


cesses regarding our life, the land. 


"Mr. Commissioner, your Inquiry is 
crucial, as it provides a unique opportunity 
for our people to make public our position. 
However, we hesitate to completely trust the 
motives of the government which established 
your Inquiry. We have already seen how 
cleverly the Federal government sidestepped 
the findings of the Berger Commission. Our 
trust must unfortunately be tempered by the 


harsh reality of past government performances. 


"Mr. Commissioner, you are a major 
hope for us, but you are not our only hope. 
To say that you are our last hope 1s to 
accept the theory that only through the 
actions of the dominant society can we achieve 


any future for ourselves. This 1s not true. 
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"We know that we, the Nishnawbe-Aski, must define 


and guarantee our own future. 


pOn Vuly 6, 1977 and One Judy © yee ous 

respectively, we declared to the Canadian Public, 
through the Ontario Premier and Cabinet, and the 
Deputy Prime Minister and the Federal Cabinet, 
our right to determine our own future. Some 
people thought that our Declaration was a new 
idea to us, or something we had copied. These 
are misconceptions. We were simply stating what 
is an ancient truth for us, that we have never 
surrendered our land, nor our right to govern 
20 ourselves. Our move toward self-determination, 

in which your Inquiry plays a part, has begun. 

We are here today acting on our collective 


decision as a people. 


"In this presentation we have stated, 
once again, a very few of the contradictions and 
30 false assumptions that exist between the Federal 
and Ontario Governments and all the peoples of 
the Nerth,» and, 2m. partaicular,. our people.) 1 is 
Unfortunate, but. true, that this Growing asc sor 
problems, contradictions and injustices will 
continue to be extended by the forthcoming pre- 


sentations of my colleagues. 


40 
"This Commission haS given our people 


the opportunity to voice our needs. However, 

this. is only the initial. step; the Inquiry must 

be allowed to fulfil its mandate and responsi- 
a BILLY, 


"Thank you, Mr. Commissioner, we will 
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“be presenting a brief summary of our Nishnawbe- 
Aski recommendations on the last day of this 


neardwrng. 


“Once again we welcome you to our 
homeland, and we encourage you and welcome you 


to please enjoy your stay." 
Thanks very much. 


THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you very much, Chief 
Rickard. I very much appreciate your kind and generous 
welcome and also greatly appreciate the work and thought that 
has gone into the words that you have given us today and I 
thank you very much and your Chiefs for that and look forward 


to hearing you tomorrow. 


MR. LASKIN: Thank you, Chief Rickard, and I 
will for the record file a copy of your written brief with 
US) xn ab1t 29 7:. 


== KD) NO. 2 o.7 2 Submission. of. Chief As Rickard, 
Grand Council Treaty #9. 


MR. LASKIN: Our next speaker ladies and 
gentlemen is Mr. Ray Cool, who is the Chairman of the Moosonee 


Development Area Board. Mine pa Oole. 


RAY COOL 


Mry Hartt, first of all, 12 1 may 20-pocaue. 
a member of our Board, Mr. Joel Linklater; he will sit by 


here and give me some comfort here. 


“Mr. Ogustice Hartt: 


“The Moosonee Development Area Board 
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"would like to thank you for the opportunity 


to appear before you to express our views and 
concerns about the issues involved in the 
developing of Northern Ontario and more 


specifically the community of Moosonee. 


"This verbal presentation on behalf 
of the Moosonee Development Area Board is here 
submitted by myself, Chairman Ray Cool. It is 
condensed and just fringes on the peaks of the 
vast mandate before you, Mr. Commissioner. 
More detailed information or clarification on 
any Of our views would be gratefully discussed 
Or in written form forwarded to you upon 


request. 


"The Moosonee Development Area Board 
is an elected group from within the community 
of Moosonee representing between 13 and 1400 
people. The names of the elected group are 
submitted to the Province for appointment and 
thus giving this Board the powers similar to a 
Township or Municipality. The results of our 
voting indicate the interest of our total 
cCommunity.8 ~Appendix./A* .mcludes tlegaigwcruc- 
ture of our Board background, history and infor- 


mation and also voting statistics. 


NOuxreebraer is, formulated ablery.. one 
siderable interviewing anddiscussion with 
persons throughout our community and unanimous 


eonsensus of our Board. 


"A11 who work and live in Moosonee are 


deeply concerned with our natural environment 
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"and most certainly the social, economic and 
Cultura conditions of our ‘community, also the 
area north of ‘the “50th “and “for that ‘matter ail 


of Canada. 


"The effects of major enterprises 
upon Our natural environment must be safe- 
guarded by every means possible. Guarantees 
as to land reclamation, non-pollution measures, 
resource eradication with no reserve of funds 
or employment afterwards, should be resolved. 
All these measures must be legally assured 
before the 'sSsod is turned' on any major project. 
In this day and age with all scientific know- 
ledge that is available to us, surely we can 
prevent the destruction of our land and protect 
life and its habitat. With the capabilities of 
our legal mind we certainly can assure commit- 


ments and enforce them. 


"Social problems are always present, 
in some aspects highly compounded by large 
development projects. However, there are social 
improvements that come with development which 
usually offset the bad, at least on a long term 


if not immediately. 


"Por our community we see multiple 


social improvements which can be derived from 


development. 


"The unemployment rate is extremely 
high, the economic status therefore very low, 
sO we must procure a good solid work base. 


However, we do not want meaningless jobs 
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"created just to offset welfare to some degree. 
We want good continued creative employment 
that gives pride and feeling of accomplishment 
to everyone. This we feel comes with develop- 
ment. SO we must insist that good, sound 
projects be encouraged without delay in order 
to derive immediate necessary employment. We 
must also formulate economic policies as soon 


as possible for future development. 


"Moosonee iS vitally interested in 
progressing, but with an element of social 
stability. In participating in larger pro- 

20 jects, it would be our wish to start by limit- 
ing local involvement to the employment of 
local residents and then if there was a demand 
for accommodating more workers in the community 
that the bu1ld up take place ‘on. a gradual 
basis. It is conceivable that the build up 
could come in from Upper James Bay coastal 


30 ee; 
communities. 


"As an example the Onakawana develop- 
ment approximately 65 miles south of us offers 


good employment potential. We could commence 


preparing ourselves if we could have a good 
POsteive GBndication, that. it 42s approved by sais 
and going ahead. A road from Moosonee would 
be ideal in creating immediate employment, and 


better still provide means of access for our 


40 


workers. Appendix B, we have a copy on a 
report on a road between Ontario highway 


system and Moosonee. 
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"We would be naive to assume that the 
North, Moosonee more specifically, would benefit 
the most of such projects as Onakawana. Only 
limited employment would come our way, but we are 
under estimated by most as to our resources and 
capabilities when it comes to adapting to new and 
different challenges. Given even ground we can 
compete well with any. We may have to learn new 


skills and improve on some. 


"Our cultural background is one well 
worthy of preserving. We must endeavour to do 
so by all means. A cultural centre would provide 
the means of displaying, confirming and maintain- 
ang the heritage of all residents... This would 


instil continued pride and perhaps increase it. 


"As alternate uses for our environment, 
tourism brings out many possibilities. We have 
good related history such as the fur trades, the 
tidal effects of James Bay and its salt waters, 
our waterfowl and down to just plain fresh air. 
These are a few of our resources that we have to 
offer to our visitors. We should encourage and 
develop tourism to the fullest. Appendix 'C' 
which consists of remarks given at the inaugural 
meeting of the Moosonee Development Area Board 
and at the James Bay Frontier Association con- 


ference outlines details on this subject. 


"North of the 50th. We have consider- 
able quantities of merchantable timber which 
could be utilized. We strongly advocate that 


this timber not be harvested in care free ways 


7 2h sear nae 


Say Le “tone ‘parte, 
er ad welaisiens asbag 
>| 22 ie tye high tienen. 
on: pgiek J [nlls, smpietkah 


fiw 7 asquuoe 


hae wl Lids 


THOMAS F. CONLIN 3111 


OFFICIAL REPORTER 


"but on a reasonable sustadived yield basis. 
Another further desire would be to train and 
encourage persons in our area to take advan- 
tage Of the opportunities offered in the 


timber industry. 


= "To suggest ways and means of asses- 
Sing, and deciding on environmental aspects 
of major enterprises, we feel that each pro- 
ject must be related with the area and people 


living in that immediate area. 


"There 1s too much said and done by 
persons not fully and realistically aware of 
-° what is truly happening in the northern areas 
concerned. It is difficult to know how people 
feel and what they want unless considerable 
time is spent with them away from political, 
metropolitan and other such pressures. The 
people who live in the area concerned best 


30 know the area and what the people require. 


"Large groups or individuals that 
| claim to have the voice of those who live in 
the north often reflect their own wishes or 
implanted ideas of others, rather than those 
of the individuals themselves who live in 
northern communities. Therefore what we are 
- saying is to have respect for the opinion for 
those living in small communities such as 
Moosoneests very important. Sometimes back- 
ward sounding suggestions and improvements 
are, low levels and realistic, but very ampor- 
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"development must be reviewed carefully and 


Presented: to» the people living in the area 
in a fashion where all facts are clear and 
Oneune cables Claims ‘of aboriginal rights 
Should be settled. Our government should take 
strong measures to consumate a real effort in 
assessing these claims and together justly 


negotiate what rights are demanded. 


"Our natural environment is always 
exposed to dangers - as a northern community 
we should take the responsibility and be given 
the solid backing for safeguarding it. Our 
social, economic and cultural environment is 
also vulnerable - we are in the best position 
to recognize threats in these areas and once 
again we would look for support or suggestions 
towards corrective measures we might propose. 
We as a community must however make sincere 
and concerted efforts to take the leadership 
an botn the monitoring of all ‘situatrvons and 
in coming up with workable solutions to 


problems that may develop. 


"Tne Closing 7 Sire would? poims our 
that this brief has been prepared by our Board 
and staff as we felt that our feeling could be 
more sincerely expressed, and also with the 
knowledge that our submission would not be 
prejudiced by our reluctance to obtain outside 


help which was offered by the Commission. 


"May 1, on behalf ofr this community 


and the Board wish you every success on your 
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"undertaking in the study of the northern 


environment." 


THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you very much, Mr. 
Cool. 

MR. LASKIN: Thanks, Mr. Cool, I wouta lun 
EOetite a COpyY Ofayour written brief in “our £ecordeas 
ExhbibierNor2os % 


——=—P XH TBI TT eNOe298 : Submission of the Moosonee 
Development Area Board. 


MR. LASKIN: Our next speaker ladies and 
gentlemen and it's a little out of order on the schedule is 
the Federal Member of Parliament from the riding of Timis- 


kaming, Mr. Arnold Peters. Mr. Peters. 
ARNOLD PETERS 


Justice Hartt and members of the Commission, 


members of the 5th estate, ladies and gentlemen. 


"Mr. Chairman: 


"In establishing the terms of reference 
for your Commission, the Cabinet of the Ontario 
Legislature has given you a very extensive and 
onerous task. You are, I understand, to make 
recommendations based on the. input of interested 
Marties, that wil). result in a blueprint of 
Northern Development.. This will guide. the tuture 
of those peoples, resources and environment, those 
living and working in the vast area of our 


province lying north of the 50th parallel. 
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"In your meetings in both Northeastern 
and Northwestern Ontario, I am certain that you 
are aware of the responsibilities that you may 
not have anticipated in the context of industrial, 


urban Toronto. 


"Many of those indigenous to the area 
are making representations to you in which they 
are, in fact, transferring to you the problems of 
their past and any hope for a future that will be 
Suitable, acceptable and rewarding to them as 
people. You may well feel like the great white 
father representing Queen Victoria, 75 years ago. 
20 Remember the promises and even the treaties 
sounded good to a friendly people, but the guile 
and the deceit of the various governments is 
evident before you in this area of Northern 


Ontario. 


| "Why we put so much hope and expecta- 
| tions on the shoulders of this or similar 

| Commissions iS surprising when we have all been 
victims of the same government throughout all 
Northern Ontario - but hope springs eternal, I 


guess. 


"For me to indicate my philosophy for 


40 they last. frontier of.Ontario,,I.woudd, call as 
my witness the towns of Cobalt, Gowganda, 
Matachewan, Latchford and hundreds more. Take 
Gowganda; for more than 60 years the town of 
Gowganda existed on the wages and the gallant 
efforts of the people who toiled in the silver 


mines of the area. The wages stayed and were 
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"used to develop the town, Support the stores 
and the community. A few years ago, the last 
mine closed. Of course, the wealth of the 
ground had developed new industries, located 
new mines, provided for the future citizens 
of Gowganda and paid the pensions to those 

10 generations that retired after 20 to 30 years 


underground. 


"Like Hell it did - There are new 
mines developed with the wealth of Gowganda - 
in Mexico, in Africa and Ireland, but none 
in the Gowganda area, no factories, nothing, 

20 no pensions, no jobs for the next generation, 
no nothing. Where are the jobs from the 
Silver of Cobalt, Gowganda, Elk Lake, etc v? 
In the South - where else, along with the 
cream Of our young people. Kirkland Lake, 
Timmins and their resource, gold, same story - 
| the workers built and paid for the towns, 
_ educated the children who had to go South 
because no jobs were provided for their 
skill. Where did the cream go? Toronto and 
other southern cities. They prospered on 
the riches of our people and our resources. 


Now -1t'S not 'with pride that many of-our 


i 4o Mining towns can claim welfare as their 
largest industry. It's true that towns like 
Timmins found new ore and all is boom again 
Tor while, but the end is inevigable 
because we do not use the resource to finance 
— thevtuture. For the mining industry, es 


jobs today and to Hell with tomorrow. 
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"What of Latchford and dozens of other 
lumbering towns throughout the North? Twenty- 
five years ago, Latchford had three large saw 
mills ana hundreds of employees. Cutting the 
trees employed a thousand more. Today, the 
trees are gone and so are the mills, but not 
the towns. The people remain with no resource 


that can provided employment. 


"I've mentioned these two resources, 
one renewable and one non-renewable. Under our 
system both were non-renewable because planting 
Erees Costs money as did providing for the 


future of our communities. 


"How different is the story in most 
parts of Central Europe? There, the people were 
not given the rich resources of Northern Ontario 
and had to husband their resources to provide 
for a continuous source of revenue for their 


homes and their cities. 


"Hindsight is easy but to learn’ a 
lesson from it may not be easy, but it is with 
a knowledge of the cost that occurs to people 
when the one-industry town faces tomorrow as a 


ghost town that I make this intervention. 


"The Mid-Canada Corridor to the south 
of Cochrane is rich beyond comparison to any 
area I know. Look at the disaster that has 
betalten its people. The young, leave and go 
south, not from any desire on their part to 
leave their home, their family and communities 


but to find employment - to use their talents 
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"and their education and to raise their families. 
Whemever they go they will be, leaders, the 


favoured because they come from a selected people. 


"To work in the mines 25 years ago, you 
had to have a perfect physique, weigh 150 pounds 
Or more, be strong, trainable and have a perfect 
health examination - so Northerners are a 
selected people. Even so, we have not been able 
to change the system that geared to Corporate 
Wealth instead of people and their environment 
of the open spaces, clean air, water and an 


opportunity to be in harmony with their country. 


- "You are being asked to recommend a 


blueprint for development north of the 50th 
Dazsallel. The area is not so rich — has a 
frontier population not looking for a new Toronto, 
but is an area large in extent but without well- 
known resources. The question of some is how 


soon can we exploit this area?" 


And certainly if you read the paper and the 
presentation made in Cochrane I understand last night you: 
will understand how quick to exploit those resources. The 


question of some is - 


"They say we are not going to live 
40 forever and it can provide some jobs now - 
EOday, “GO why not? “The "other groups 
interested in the outcome of your deliberations 
include the native people. They are few in 
numbers and scattered about both in terms of 
—_ where they live and also in what can be done 


to help their children progress in a way that 
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upiey. have not, (found possible... This must, they 
know, be with co-operation but not at the 
expense of the future environment they want 
which must be free from assimilation, have 
dignity and a knowledge and pride in the 'old 


Ways, of life’, as their ancestors knew it. 


"Now let us examine the known resources 
in Northeastern Ontario north of the 50th 
parallel. One of the resources is the Onakawana 
Lignite Deposit, this is a low grade coal or 
high grade peat; the question is - at what point 


can it be feasible? 


"This was first recognized in the early 
1700's when it appears to have been used as a 
substitute for coal in a forge. The area and 
the extent of the deposit was established in the 
1800's as approximately 190 million tons cover- 
ing many square miles. Eventually, the Timiskam- 
ing and Northern Ontario Railway passed through 


the deposit on its way to the port of Moosonee. 


"Most Northern residents are aware of 
the several efforts to economically develop 
these wet lignite fields but no tangible results 
have occurred. With the shortage of energy 
occasioned by the price increases in crude oil, 
first by the OPEC countries and closely followed 
by the Seven Sisters (the multinational oil 
companies) other forms of energy became feasible 
and at certainly is time to look a lignitesas a 


fuel source. 


"Recently, promotion of the idea of 
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"strip mining of the raw lignite and develop- 


tng electricity on the spot has Been Sstgg”’sted. 
perappears that sOntario is “considéring giving 
tits PeSOurce tO av privaté Company and Ontario 
Hydro because Southern Ontario needs it. Same 
Old story. What a wonderful surprise if, 
instead, the government, on our behalf, 
developed the resource, produced electricity 
and electrified the Ontario Northland Railway 
from Moosonee to Toronto and then maybe the 
residents of the North could reduce drastically 
the cost of transportation on the most efficient 
and environmentally advanced railroad on the 
continent, Why not —“it's our resource, “it's 
Our railroad, why not the Northern people get 
the primary benefit just this once, through 


reduced passenger and freight rates? 


"There are several other potential 
mineral deposits that warrant looking at in 
the James Bay area. The area is very low in 
altitude, the highest point being less than 
600 ft. The height of Land north of) Kirkland 
fake is only 1,060 £t. in elevations ~The 
elevation of the rivers is such that few major 
escarpments exist to create water power 
naturally. Any artificial developments will 
Greate’ Great flood plains as has been the 
case on the Quebec projects at James Bay. 
What happens to the ecology and its environ- 


mental impact is very important and should be 


very carefully considered. 
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“The, Land in the. Cochrane Distr ict 
lying north of the Canadian National Railway 
is, in the main, poorly drained but has a 
Very slarge -potential -for cereal, production 
with hay, vegetables and forages, crops, all 
possible. There is no reason to believe 
that the 80 or so days - frost-free climate 
of the Cochrane-Smooth Rock Falls-Kapuskasing 
area will soon be producing crops only made 
possible with the newly developing strains of 
cereal grains and early developing vegetables. 
Crops are now growing in the Little Clay Belt 
of Timiskaming that were not possible twenty 
years ago. Development in the agricultural 
field must be husbanded in a way that will 
make viable the full potential of the Great 
Clay Belt which, today, is the largest un- 
developed area of agriculture potential in 
Nortm America. Again, . urge that 2 as a 
planned development to get the best possible 


Gee. trom 12. 


"Today , Ontario vhasS no ssea_ports, dad 
access to world trade depends on the St. 
Lawrence Seaway. Moosonee and the Ship Sands 
area are the only foreseeable salt water port 
poeentials sin Ontario. lt may well pbe ine 
only port in Ontario wath access to world 
markets if Rene Levesque has his way and the 
State of Quebec, blocks, Ontario's ise of the 
St. Lawrence Seaway through the role of high 


lock. fees, etcetera, etcetera. 
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"Fifteen years ago, L first visited 
Moosonee and Moose Factory and went out to 
Ship Sands to observe for myself the feasi- 
bility of establishing a deep sea port on 
Ontario’s neorthern.boundary. .Te establish 4 
port that would accommodate modern freighters 
at Moosonee would not be feasible. The tide 
1S sometimes 10 ft. high and the river bottom 
shifts so extensively that the local freighter 
canoes, operated by experts sometimes fail to 
find the channel that existed only the day 
Previously., L°am.told.that with the)constant 
shifting of the river channels, dredging would 
be unsuccessful and piling could not keep the 


channel open as the silt moves quite freely. 


"At the point known as Ship Sands, I 
am informed it would be possible to dredge and 
establish a stable and a protected dock area 
that could handle reasonable sized freighters 
which would operate six or more months each 
year. With modern technology, ice breakers 
and compressed air to keep the docks free from 
ice, this appears to be suitable for winter 
berthings as well. Today, small ships carry 
supplies up and down both coasts of Hudson Bay 
and serve the needs of the local inhabitants 
as well as any Other developments - military 
or Industry that.is required. Ships couid 
visit the islands in both James Bay and Hudson 
Bay, all of which, I'm told, lie intthe, Norrh— 


west Territories. 
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"There are resources in this area, all 
undeveloped at the present. There are many 
types of fish, some game but mainly portions of the 
islands such as the Belchers which indicate 
there are large deposits of iron ore are likely 
matched by still larger deposits in the Bay it- 
self and are the cause of the reddish colour of 
the waters in the area. We should consider the 
possibility of matching the iron ore with the 
coal and create a secondary industry. This 
would be an industrial development rather than 
exploitation of our resources for.the south as 
usual without any future for our people and 


our communities. 


"The possibilities of commercial fish- 
ing should be considered as well as the restock- 
ing of some of the lakes. North of the Canadian 
National Railway, there are limited areas of 
timber. Like all northern forests that;reach the 
extent of the tree line, they are spotty and when 
the trees are harvested they will change the 
environment and probably the water table as well. 
Teetook a “long time to produce trees Ssuitavte, for 
pulp and centuries will go by before they can be 
replaced unless new strains more suitable to the 


environment can be produced. 


"Your visit here today has undoubtedly 
convinced you of the uniqueness, the strange 
stark beauty of a new dimension in Ontario and 
that this last frontier is worth preserving. In 


the past decade, thousands of tourists have 
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"passed this way on the Polar Bear Express. 


They came, they saw and they were conquered 

by the vastness of the stark and silent land 
and remember as they return to the contamina- 
tion of the industrial waste lands that in 

the North above the 50th parallel there still 
are clean lakes, vast solitudes and friendly 
people who can and hope to preserve their 
proud traditions as did their forefathers. 

The Ontario Northland Railway provides its 
tourists with little beyond a glimpse of the 
country and its people and yet they continue 
to come. For the people of the region, they 
lose little. The tourist industry is success- 
ful from the Ontario Northland Railway's point 
of view and hopefully, will be more beneficial 
for the residents of the area and contribute 
more for all concerned when the proposals of 
the Board of Trade from Moosonee are imple- 


mented. 


"Hopefully, I have conveyed the hope 
that much of your energy and best efforts 
will be directed to the problem of the native 
population. Most of the Indian communities 
have not been afforded the benefits enjoyed by 
the white population and surely the Commission 
will agree that those who live here must share 
in the wealth of our nation and yet it is just 
as obvious they have not. I do not presume to 
speak for the Indian population as I am sure 
that they will and we heard them today join 


the business communities in presenting their 
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ease cleanly and.with dignity. .For me to. say 


more on behalf of the residents would be pre- 


sumptuous. 


“Undoubtedly, there are and will be 
new and exciting resources in this area such 
as gold, etcetera, as it is developed but. for 
now these are the known resources of the 


Ontario James Bay basin. 


"It is my sincere hope that before the 
exploitation by outsiders of this undeveloped 
area, your Commission will cause governments 
and industry to pause and to consider as a 
total package the people, the resources and the 
potential for development of the area before 
any major decisions are made. It is a beautiful, 
fragile country and I believe has resources that 
can be husbanded to the advantage of all con- 


cerned. 


"Im closing, pleaser let: me sdyec, Enere 
is no rush. We need jobs desperately throughout 
all Northern Ontario but don't make us squander 
the resources left to us in this undeveloped 
frontier. Surely it's not here only for an 
Alberta Company, for the Ontario Government in 
Toronto or others who have demonstrated to all 
of us in the North that they don't want any 
tLomorzow. “Certainly they don’t want’ it” form Us. 
We are a selfish people - we want jobs, we want 
Gur’ share of the gqood“life but surely we Nave 
Made contributions to Ontario out of’ all pro- 


portion to our population and have not revolted 
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panne cestruction of our resourcés and surely 

we can demonstrate that there will be a tomorrow 
and a day after that too or we would not be try- 
Pgreo PLrOvcect this last frontier for Lissoecp le, 


some Of whom have not yet arrived. 


"Your Commission will carry the aspira- 
tions of many divergent views to your delibera- 
tions. You will not satisfy all and in the end 
the Government of the day may not implement them 
all or maybe even none. You will have fulfilled 
your mandate, however, if there is a bright and 
just tomorrow for the people north of the 50th 
parallel, where so many have no today and exist 


Pieacewirlight, without hope.” 


I wish to thank you, Mr. Commissioner, for 
the opportunity Of appearing before you and wish you well in 


your deliberations. 


THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you very much, Mr. 


Peters, and thank you very much for coming here. 


MR. LASKIN: Thank you, Mr. Peters, and =I 


would like to file a copy of your written brief wish us. 


“Geek NO.2 9.9: Submission of Arnold Peters, 
Member of Parliament for 
Timiskaming Riding. 


MR. LASKIN: Our next scheduled presentation 
is by the Education Centre here and: I believe it 2s going toa 


be made by the Director, Mr. Ivor Jones. Mr. Jones. 


Perhaps you could introduce your colleagues. 
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IVOR JONES 


I would first like to welcome you to our 


building and we hope you enjoy your stay. 


To my immediate left is Tom Kioki, a member 
of the Board of Governors; to my immediate right is Munroe 
Linklater, a member of the Board of Governors also the Chief 
of the Moose Band, and Mr. Gerry McAuley, the Chairman of 


the Board of Governors. 


Before I begin I would like to remind the 
Commissioners that the submission that I am about to present 
is but a brief statement of some of the many chronic problems 
and concerns which confront those of us who reside in the 
James Bay lowlands. This submission which is sanctioned by 
the Board of Governors of the James Bay Education Centre is, 
as I have said,brief, having been prepared within the time 
and monetary constraints which were placed on us last Fall 
when the proposed hearing date was set for Moosonee was 
November 21st, 1977. Notwithstanding these restrictions we 
have attempted in this submission to focus your attention on 
specific issues and problems with which we submit you must 
concern yourselves when assessing the pros and cons of future 
development north of the 50th parallel. We trust that with 
sufficient time and resources economic development and its 
attendant impact on the character of the James Bay Lowlands 
and its peoples can be carefully and thoroughly investigated 
by this Commission to ensure that northern development will 
provide not only desired economic and social benefits but 


also will guarantee the protection of our environment. 


" INTRODUCTION 


"The Royal Commission on the Northern 
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"Environment was established to determine the 
effects on the environment, being not only the 
natural environment, but also 'the social, 
economic and cultural conditions that influence 
man and the life of man or a community', of 
major enterprises north of the 50th parallel of 
PAGCLERUe: From a list .of suggestive categories 
of such major enterprises, three or four have 
been concentrated on in this submission in rela- 
tion to the Moosonee-Moose Factory area given 
the fact that no major commercial enterprise 


carries on operation in this area. 


"The categories of resources which have 
therefore been discussed by the contributories 
from the communities of Moosonee and Moose Factory 
are tourism, recreation, transportation and com- 


munications. 


"Before discussing these topics, it must 
be remembered that the purpose of this submission 
is to provide, as concisely as possible and within 
the time constraints imposed regarding the prepara- 
tion of such a submission, a consensus from the 
Moosonee area as to the current problems faced by 
the residents of this community. Although we 
acknowledge that solutions are not simple, we have 
suggested a few. The views expressed in this sub- 
mission are those of various residents of this 
area. It is hoped that with more time, a compre- 
hensive review and study can be made of the 
developmental problems encountered in the past and 
anticipated in the future in development of the 


James Bay Lowlands. 
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"We wish to point out to the Royal 
Commission at this time that overriding all of 
the considerations contained in this submission 
is the overwhelming problem of unemployment in 
the Moosonee-Moose Factory area. Statistics sor 
the Department of Manpower indicate that of a 
300-man labour force in Moose Factory, 1 in 
every 3, or 100 people, are unemployed. More- 
over, it is estimated by local officials that 
for the combined communities of Moose Factory- 
Moosonee, having a total population of approxi- 
mately 3,000 and a labour force of 600, the 
20 unemployment rate is no less than 60%. Clearly 

this is unacceptable and must have top priority 
when considering the need for and the effects 
of any future development of the James Bay Low- 


lands area. 


"Our people want to work but there is 
no work for them. Our people want the opportunity 
to administer their own affairs but there are 
barriers which exist because it appears to some 
that there is a lack of faith in our government 
to allow the native people to manage their own 
affairs. Our people want to be educated and 
trained but not in an education system which 
40 shows neither interest in nor respect for our 
Mative culture. Our Young must be” taught a 
communicate with their elders, otherwise our 
heritage will be lost. Our Young want develop- 
ment but they do not want destruction of their 


ee homeland. Our wilderness must be preserved. 
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“TOURDSM 


"The major aspect of tourism in Moosonee 
te etme POlar Bear Express. “This train four as 
operated by the Ontario Northland Railway from 
mid-June to mid-September each year. For the 
most part, the adventuresome who embark on this 
journey find it disappointing. Even the name of 
the trip is misleading. To make matters worse, 
we suffer distance decay; that is, the interest 
of the traveller decreases relative to the dis- 


tance travelled. 


"Most travellers are in Moosonee approx- 
mately 4% hours before the train departs for the 
south. In such a short period of time very 
little can be accomplished in the way of helping 
"Southerners' to explore the area and learn about 
the local Cree culture, assuming, of course, that 
is why they came in the first place. It 1s recog- 
nized by virtually everyone in Moosonee and Moose 
Factory that before tourists will want to remain 
overnight and explore the region that the ‘native 
resources must be developed and made available to 
the consuming public. However, local input is 


crucial to the success of any such development. 


"For example, a wildlife park or zoo 
set in its natural environment, would go a long 
way towards satisfying the expectations of many 
tourists who venture to Moosonee on the Polar 
Bear Express to see not only a moose but alsoa 
polar bear, although it should be noted that 


polar bears are not indigenous to the Moosonee- 
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"Moose Factory area and the Moose River is not 
the Arctic Ocean. The development of nature 
trails, parks for camping (a provincial park 
currently exists on Charles Island: Tidewater 
Provincial Park) and guided fishing trips 
could tap this natural resource. Such activi- 
ties could provide a source of employment for 
local people. With an abundance of wide open 
territory, there should be no problem with the 
establishment of parks and trails. It is. to 
be hoped that such attractions would also 
alleviate complaints often heard from tourists 
eOsthe EG€ffTect that there is nothing to see or 
do in Moosonee after a long ride on a train 
which provokes comments regarding its lack of 


cleanliness and poor service. 


"As matters now stand, the native popu- 
lation reaps little of the financial gain 
generated by the tourist trade and hence have 
little interest in accommodating the tourist. 
The native peoples feel exploited as though they 


themselves are on display. 


"In an attempt to solve the problem of 
anhalmost total lack of local. involvement/4in 
tourism, the James Bay Education Centre proposed 
and attempted to establish a co-operative 
organization of native peoples from around the 
coast to encourage the making of handicrafts 
and artifacts on a commercial rather than a 
hobby eyeaiies It was hoped that an attempt would 


then be made to find markets for these products 


Bowas F. CONLIN ea be kl 


Berto REPORT ER 


“perm Locally and ain! the. south. 


"The Chiefs of Kashechewan and Atta- 
wapiskat were consulted in this regard and 
were very much in favour of such an organiza- 
tion. However, because the local entrepreneurs 
were negative in their response to this project 
and did not want a building such as the James 
Bay Education Centre which had been constructed 
) with public money to encourage competition 
against them, the project died in its formative 


Scage si. 


"It had been the intention of the James 
“ Bay Education Centre to not only assist in the 
Organization of a native business group, but 
also to have programmes run at the Centre to 
teach small business management to those 
| interested. Marketing techniques would have 
been discussed. The intent was self-help once 
30 given the opportunity. As I have already men- 
tioned, the project died. The initiative is 
now all but gone. Development of commercial 
activity in the James Bay Lowlands must be 
tailored to meet and overcome such problems 
otherwise it will never become a reality for 


the native peoples. 
WAS another attraction for tourises, 


not to mention the preservation of a dying 


Culvnre, the collecting of Cree artitacts by 


the James Bay Education Centre and their 
— effective display would help to explain to 


tourists the way of life of many of the resi- 
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“dents of the James Bay Lowlands area. Mutual 
understanding and respect mut be encouraged. 
Although there is an artifact collection being 
assembled by Treaty No.9 in Timmins, it must 
be remembered that. for our people Timmins is 


$86.00 away by air. 


"At present, the James Bay Education 
Centre 1S hoping to..establish an Interpretive 
Centresin, the main foyer. of its building. othe 
purpose of this Interpretive Centre will be to 
display artifacts, maps, photographs and other 
items that are part of living in the James Bay 
20 Lowlands, such as furs, skins, clothing, 
utensils, weapons and horns. It is hoped that 
with the development of an Interpretive Centre, 
people will have an opportunity to watch as 
utensils are made, skins are tanned and canoes 
are built by native peoples. Many local 
organizations support this Centre not because 
Ft woulda provide an attraction for fLourrets, 
but because it would allow the native peoples 
of the James Bay Lowlands to regain pride in 


their culture which is Slowly dying. 


"The funding for such an Interpretive 
Centre is presenting a problem. Although it 
had been indicated to officials at the James 


Bay Education Centre that funds would be made 
available through the museum grant programme 
administered by the Heritage Administration 
Branch ey: the Ministry of Culture’ and” Recrea= 


tiony such is not “the case. We have been 
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"advised that special dispensation is required 
from the Minister. Accordingly, the Honourable 
kopexct Welch, -Q.iC.,. Minister of Cultureland 
Recreation, has been requested to provide a 
grant of $6,500.00 to initiate this programme. 
We-sere anxiously awaiting his reply at this 


time and still are five months later. 


"TO promote these programmes would 
provide an opportunity for all people to under- 
Stand’ the culture; traditions, the way of dike 
of the northern native peoples and hopefully 
the social ramifications of development of the 
20 area could then be minimized. However, in 
order for the development of tourism to benefit 
this area, local input and involvement must be 


sought: 


"RECREATION 


"As a geographical area is developed, 
- . recreation and facilities must also be developed 
to provide activities and interests for those 
involved and their families and friends. | At 
present, very little in the way of sport 
recreational facilities is readily available 


to the residents of Moosonee. 


40 "Por example, on the Canadian Forces 
Base, which has been closed for approximately 


2 years now, there is a small enclosed arena 


and swimming pool. The arena is badly in need 
| o£ repair. The size of the ice surface makes 


Ey it suitable for children only. Being located 
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"1% miles from town, transportation is a 
problem for many of the residents since we 


have no public transportation in Moosonee. 


"To remedy this situation, the people 
of Moosonee have commenced a fund raising 
drive for the purpose of erecting an arena and 
Gurim@ngi club in town with anvartaficial ace 
surface. The estimated cost of such*a facility 
is approximately $900,000.00. The Government 
of Ontario had indicated a financial interest 
in this proposed arena. However, it will still 
be necessary for a private fund raising drive 
to generate approximately $400,000.00 in dona- 
tions if ever this arena is to be built. For 
Moosonee and its residents this is an almost 
insurmountable task. Even assuming that such 
ea ractiaty could be built, it will bea strain 
on the meager tax base of the town to provide 


adequate maintenance for the arena. 


"Moosonee receives approximately 
$50,000.00 in taxes from its residents in each 
year. No taxes are received from Moose Factory 
since it is, as yet, unorganized territory in 
relation to Moosonee and does not form a part 
of the Moosonee Development Area Board. An 
additional sum of approximately $285,000.00 is 
contributed annual by the province to the 
Moosonee Development Area Board. However, 
these sums of money are used to provide funding 
for all municipal services supplied during the 


year to the residents. Clearly then, if a new 
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-auena “and curling facility dis: to become a 


reality for the residents of Moosonee an 
inicectton Of capital) from outside the area 


will be necessary. 


"Gymnasium facilities are made avail- 
able by the Moosonee Recreation Committee to 
the local residents at the James Bay Education 
Centre on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and 
Friday nights for a fee of 25 cents per person 
per night. The swimming pool located on the 
former Air Force Base is used all year round 
and is open to the public for 25 cents per use. 
The pool is small, the stated capacity is 40 
people, but no plans are being made at present 


EO, pLoviade a. further Facility. 


"From an activity point of view there 
are two baseball diamonds but no tennis courts 
and no cinemaS in Moosonee or Moose Factory. 
Night school courses are not being offered 
because of the current workload being handled 
by the teachers at the Moosonee High School. 
The residents of the area have indicated to 
the Board of Governors of the James Bay Educa- 
tion Centre an interest in evening instructional 
and interest courses. The Centre would like to 
satisfy these needs but no one is prepared to 
fund these courses. Although fees would be 
charged for each course, an ‘insurance’ fund 


is a necessity when establishing new programmes. 


"Related to recreation is the absence 


of a youth drop-in centre in Moosonee. In the 
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“late 1960's the Roman Catholic Mission erected 
a structure to be used as a youth centre, con- 
taining a coffee shop and a common room. The 
occasional dance and movie were sponsored by 
the young people of the drop-in centre to raise 
funds to meet operating costs. However, in the 
early 1970's the centre was phased out and 
Closed. It was converted into living quarters 
for students studying in Moosonee. Unfortunately, 
a replacement youth centre has not been estab- 
lished. This we believe in part accounts for the 
sharp increase in juvenile delinquency, in the 

20 past few years in Moosonee. In one month in mid- 
1976, 56 cases were on the docket for one Family 


Court session in Moosonee. 


"Facilities and activities are needed 
for the current population. Our purpose in 
reviewing the current situation is to emphasize 
that, should development of any kind come to 
this area, the necessity for recreational facili- 
ties will become even more acute. This need 
must be met otherwise the already serious social 


problems may become insurmountable. 


"Our young people are keenly interested 


in their future and the course of development of 
' the James Bay Lowlands but they do not want to 
loseutheir heritage .in vculture.,. Li as being tose 
today and the thought of commercial developments 
coming nto .the rrea concerns this age group. 

| They do look forward to better roads, communica- 


(ions and standards of living as a result of 
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"possible development but they are concerned 
wet the refiiect’ on) their way of life and) the 
environment Of any commercial activity. Our 
youth must be accommodated in any plans for 


development of our area in the future. 
"COMMUNICATIONS 


"At present, there are 2 radio stations 
which can be received in Moosonee, C.B.C. and 
Crile. Os. | €.HwM,O. 1s a voluntary radio Sstataon 
which was established on December 18th, 1975, by 
seven local individuals who formed a non-profit 
broadcasting corporation called the James Bay 
Broadcasting Corporation Incorporated for the 
purposes of operating a radio station in the 
area. After obtaining its broadcasting licence 
ELOnecie” Gah. Tac. > .C.lsM.Ow OLbEicilally pecan 
broadcasting on February 26th, 1976. 


"Except for two individuals who are 
Paid by this station, the disc jockeys ‘of 
C.H.M.O. are volunteers. The salaries of the 
two paid disc jockeys are made possible through 
grants received from the Indian Secretariat 
Branch of the Ontario Ministry of Culture and 
Recreation. The radio station broadcasts from 
7:00 a.m. to 12:00 midnight seven days a week 
with the two paid disc jockeys being on the 
air from.8:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon and from 
Tt O0enoon to 4£00. p.m. , At all Geher .rmes, 
anybody with sufficient expertise to operate 
the broadcasting equipment is a potential 


disc jockey. 
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 Théewiunding for ‘the ocperatiomor Whis 
station comes from few sources. The James Bay 
Recreation Centre contributes $2,000.00 a year 
toward general expenditures. The Centre also 
provides C.H.M.O. with rent-free premises and 
the use of broadcasting equipment which the 
Centre had purchased from the Canadian Armed 
Forces base when the Armed Forces Base in 
Moosonee closed. An additional $25,000.00 
worth of equipment has been purchased by 
C.H.M.O. through Wintario grants. Funds are 
also raised from Lions Club dances and youth 
dances at the local Anglican Church. Little 
money is generated from advertising mainly 
because of the lack of potential advertisers. 
Therefore, any funds raised through advertising 


are on a donation basis only. 


"From a development of communications 
port otoaslewy, (GC. HeMeO. hs current by cantrexpaes 
ing ithe: purchase: of a 1L80-foot. vertical bread- 
cast tower and the possibility that the Red 
Cross will donate to the station a 1,000 watt 
transmitter. A 50 watt transmitter is currently 
in use. The acquisition of this new equipment 
would be a tremendous step forward for the local 
people since this radio station could then be 
received in the James Bay coastal communities as 
far north as Attawapiskat. A true feeling oF 
community and understanding could be fostered 
through such a communication system and this we 


need. 


Tig as ie a 
= ete =. Aaah 


7 Lal - 
‘4s at , b - Tat 5 
id raw y ay al, 7 oy ; r 7 7 } ie a. 
- oe ape dap TF io cai Fark ice 0 Uh Soe 7” <eerre 
rei re ; 7 i tongue -"_ , 
;) ae : — : toe’ ‘he oles 1 Hiicegiattle . : 
vcy - aly, PNA ct ‘ih :) en ait e ne aw OM. alle 


ie 7 i pA rs ea nae a vet : aay 
a 7 f } : — 
Thi - i ted ¥ 4 : ti i A 1 We 7 v ‘ a de® ; 


. ; ; 
rogue ul on Vee 


_. eg ee ae 
& 


i j 
i : " 4 v4 A é 
5 
- t , 
i} = f ‘ \ +n f Me ate - 
i) : 
a | ; ; , 7 
; . Has ‘eh? st Gene 
[ : f at @ , @ hale ari i * 
; f = *¢ Pad 
7 = 7 ) ar ¢ 
7 fl ’ 
! us 4 “a e ee 
ij ' 
] 
1 i 
7 " 
> : ‘ » Mie 
' fy = 7 j : am 
: 0 : ; mig ye é 
é . : > gain 
a . ) 7 Lone 
‘t . 
; ' e } ; j @ 5® a 
i= A * 7 
& r 
i ’ | th : ; rt @ Handa’ 
t oe 7% 
7 i ' * 
: fia 


| y ? 2s 


! 
, 


Rigow 
A ro et oo a4 a 
; eAeyes 


iow LL 
ine * ’ ae a va 


M x . aii pers —s 


ay ait : joaas | — 
- C7 7 


ny 


THOMAS F. CONLIN 31388 


OFFICIAL REPORTER 


"As matters now stand, local news is 
slow to reach the native communities of 
Kashechewan, Fort Albany and Attawapiskat 
because it must travel by word of mouth. 
Needless to say, the isolation of these com- 
munities is no help to such communication. 

a Physical remoteness leads to a feeling of 
isolation in all walks of life. Improved 
broadcasting facilities would go a long way 
in promoting a free exchange of information 
and ideas and therefore an understanding of 


events as they occur. 


20 "Tt is hoped that in the future C.H.M.O. 
will be housed in its own building with a broad- 
casting station in Moose Factory as well as the 
current one in Moosonee. Although this may seem 
insignificant to many, such a facility would 
avoid the problems encountered by the volunteer 

e disc jockeys from Moose Factory at freeze-up and 
break-up times on the Moose River. As you can 
appreciate, our natural environment plays a 


major role in our lives in this area. 


"With regards to television, one station, 
Cle Cl a. T.Vap a-C.Bwc. affiliate from Timmins we 
available in the Moosonee-Moose Factory area. 
Although having just one or two television 
stations may not be uncommon in northern Ontario, 
the use of the Cree language in the James Bay 
Lowlands gives added emphasis to the argument in 
| favour of establishing a community television 


station originating out of Moosonee. A community 
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 tereviision Station offering local progranmane 
tailored to local needs and local culture 
would be invaluable. Meetings of the Moosonee 
Development Area Board and educational-instruc- 
erOnal programming could be offered” tov both 
inform and educate the local people in not only 


English but also in Cree. 
"TRANSPORTATION 


"One of the major areas of development 
which concerns the people of the Moosonee-Moose 
Factory area is the development of transporta- 
tion. Studies have been conducted such as the 
a Feasibility Study for a Moosonee Access Road 
conducted by the Ministry of Transportation and 
Communications and released on August 18th, 
17 ae tie, CONCLUSLON FO CONSErUCE a road: nemreT 
to Moosonee was not recommended at that time. 
Instead, the government initiated a review of 
30 the then-available information on potential 
resources to assist in the final Section of an 


eiggnment for an access road. 


"Differences of opinion are expressed 
daily by the citizens of Moosonee-Moose Factory 


as ¢Oetne advisability of constructing, a roads 


way to connect Moosonee with the rest of the 
Province. Many of the native Cree population 
aresmort. enthusiastic about. the building rof fhe 
road... They feel <that,it would be the end of 
tranquility as it is known today in the Low- 
ie lands: They.feel it,would be the end. of their 


beautiful and precious wilderness. 
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"On the other side of the coin, many 
Peopre, including teachers, feel that the road 
would help to dispel a feeling of different- 
ness, Of not belonging: tonthe restnof Ontarac, 
of isolation, of almost a fear of venturing 
beyond Moosonee because of the difficulty and 
expense of returning to visit family and 
friends. Such attitudes are common amongst 
school children in Moosonee. Educators feel 
that a road connecting Moosonee to the south 
would offer a potential for mobility which 
would do much to provide a basis for positive 


attitudinal change in Moosonee. 


"A current concern directly related 
to the construction of a roadway to the south 
is the proposed development of Onakawana 
Lignite Coal by Onakawana Development Ltd. 
Such a development some 60 miles from Moosonee 
would in all probability require the construc- 
tion of a 'commuter' service to Moosonee for 
those employed at the mining site. It was 
stated by Onakawana Development Ltd. in its 
submission to The Ontario Royal Commission on 
Electric Power Planning in November of 1976 
that 'the development of a coal mine and power 
plant at Onakawana would have both immediate 
and long-lasting economic and social benefits 
to Northern Ontario. Capital expenditures in 
excess of $700,000,000.00 would provide up to 
1,200 jobs during the six year construction 


period and 500 to 600 sustained jobs during 
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"che thirty yéarfoperating’ period of thesplant.' 
These jobs could provide a much-needed source 


of employment for the native people. 


"We agree with Onakawana Development 
Ltd. that locally generated power should 
encourage other industry to locate in the area 
thereby providing a further source of employ- 
ment for native people. In this regard, we 


wish to make the following observations: 


er Economic development of the James Bay 
Lowlands has been slow. No major commer- 
a Cial enterprise is currently operating in 
the Moosonee-Moose Factory area. Well- 
planned and reasoned economic development 
with input from the native people must be 
encouraged by the Province of Ontario to 
provide employment for thepeople of this 
area. Onakawana could be a starting point. 
30 Our people are most anxious to find employ- 
ment. However, sufficient lead time must 
be provided to train individuals to work at 
jobs which require training. There is this 
time with the Onakawana Development. Much 
of the labour force will not be needed 
until 1980 and onward. The facilities of 
the James Bay Education Centre should be 
utilized to provide job training for nacive 


people to the fullest possible extent. 


"Local people must be used if develop- 
i— ment of the James Bay Lowlands is to benefit 


those now living in this area, as it should. 
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AS an example where this is not the case, the 
Government of Ontario in its programme of 
improving communications to West Coast James 
Bay communities, has hired, and reportedly 
without public tender, a firm from south of 
the 50th. parallel to: opén: winter toans to 
10 microwave tower sites during the winter of 
1977-78 while the expertise, machinery and 
equipment for such a project has been and 
still is here, north of the 50th parallel, 
in the communities of Moosonee, Fort Albany 
and Attawapiskat. We agree that economic 
a relied) Of) this ‘area will only be: achieved 
through development of the north but one 
fundamental upon which any development 
should be anticipated must be that every. 
effort will be made to utilize the human 
resources which now exist north of the 50th 
parallel. If this is done, the multiplier 
30 effect may be forecasted and unemployment 
may be eased even further. The creation of 
an expanded local market providing a 


Stimulus to the local economy could be the 


result. 


fon April 26th, 1966, the Honours ove 


40 John Yaremko, then Provincial Secretary and 


Minister of Citizenship, granted to; the 


Board of Governors of the James Bay Educa- 


Eionm Centre a, Charter as a non-proftlk: con 


| poration having the following objectives: 


(a) to conduct studies in the James Bay-Hudson 


| Bay area of the educational, vocational 
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and social needs of the residents; 


(5) ©O provide ian this area £aciiitcies and 


programmes for basic skill development; 


(c) to provide vocational and employment 


training facilities and courses; 


(d) to create opportunities for students 
to learn occupational and domestic 
Sita ls. | 


(e) to develop recreational and cultural 


programmes; and 


(£f) to build and operate an Education Centre 
to meet the special needs of the people 


of the area, both children and adults. 


"These objects this Centre wishes to 
fulfil and must fulfil if we, the native people, 
are to participate in and benefit from the 
development of the James Bay Lowlands. We do 


not want it otherwise. 


"The Onakawana development is a prime 
example of a development which could benefit the 
people of this area. Native people should be 
placed on a labour force which they are capable 
Sf Loring: ~“Thesoriginals intention. of the Board 
of Governors of the James Bay Education Centre 
when the heavy equipment programme was instituted 
at the Centre was with the Onakawana Development 
ingmand. How ironic then that one of ‘che zecom- 
mendations of the Final Report of the Evaluation 


of the Moosonee Education Centre which was sub- 
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"mitted to the Minister of Education on October 
19th, 1975, was the immediate cancellation of 
the heavy equipment training programme and the 


disposition of the heavy equipment inventory. 


"The Honourable William Davis, when 
3 still the Minister of Education, in a speech 
given in Moosonee on the subject of the opening 
of the Education Centre, emphasized that the 
Centre would only be successful if the people 
it served participated in the decision-making 
process affecting its operation and were in- 
volved in the programmes that it offered. The 
20 new Board of Directors of the Centre, composed 
of local people from the James Bay Lowlands, do 
not want to cancel the heavy equipment programme 
or dispose of the inventory. They want to train 
Our native people so that they may be ready, 
walttang sand able to form a labour rorce for any 
Ss enterprise which may come to this area. Two 
| years ago the heavy equipment programme was dis- 
ig continued because of lack of funds. Hence, the 
majority of the $600,000.00 worth of heavy 
equipment owned by the James Bay Education Centre 
| remains dormant with no people, native or other- 
wise, being trained at the present time. 


i MaAnother example -of our “frustration aa 


fulfilling the objectives is that no funding 
regarding the apprentice training programmes is 
available. These are programmes designed to 
train a northern work force in its native 


environment. The Ministry of Labour will recog- 
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"nize the graduates by certifying them as 
journeymen plumbers, electricians, motor 
mechanics and heavy duty mechanics. However, 
because no funding is provided by the Govern- 
ment of Ontario for this programme and because 
wevare not.generating sufficient funds. to keep 
these programmes running by themselves, the 


programmes are in jeopardy. 


"In the past few weeks we have had 
requests from the Chiefs and Councils of the 
Bands of Kashechewan, Attawapiskat and Fort 
Albany for the training of native journeymen 
in plumbing, electricity and heavy equipment 
mechanics since none exist north of Moosonee. 
A four year course iS necessary and we could 
create the facilities for such a course, but 
we do not have the financial resources to 


Operate such a programme or house the students. 


"Many of the people that are needed to 
service the coastal communities and which will 
be needed to provide a labour force for the 
Onakawana development, should it proceed, are 
here and waiting to be trained. In the past, 
the James Bay Education Centre and Texas Gulf 
co-operated and produced a native Class 'A' 
journeyman electrician who is fully qualified. 
He is the authority on electricity in Moose 
Factory, being the only qualified native in 
the community. Of him we are all proud; but, 


we need others like him. 


"The James Bay Education Centre wants 
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POesul tiles! funcktaonsand, feels Ahatetts 
local Board has not only the desire but also 
Cae (cCapabilaties,of. controlling the, destiny 
of its own people. However, we do not fit 
into the slot when it comes to funding. We 
are OutSide the pattern but so are the native 
people themselves. The native people have no 
pattern: when the geese fly, they hunt for 


food; when the moose calls, they answer. 


"A co-operative effort on the part of 
the Ontario Government and Onakawana Develop- 
ment Ltd,),could result in the: training of sours 
native people, employment for them and the 
reduction of the severe social problems now 
existing in Moosonee. If transient workers 
are brought into the area to provide the labour 
force for the Onakawana Development, no positive 
effect will result for the area. Rather, the 
social problems existing at the present time 
will worsen. The motto of our Education Centre 
reads: 'Be taught here so that you can follow 
a new path'. The people of this province and 
this country gave to us this Centre so that we 
could improve our lives. We need the oppor- 
tunity now to follow a new path. Dependence 
upon Government handouts breeds apathy and 
lethargy. We are a proud people: our heritage 
is rooted in self-sufficiency. We must regain 
our self-respect if we are ever to become active 


agents in society again. 
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es E Development of possible deposits in the 

Moose River ‘Basin tof (oi lvandigasy airand um 

and lead-zinc must only be carried out after 

careful consideration has been made of the 

effect of such development on the native 

peoples, their way of life cand their environ 
e ment. Needs must be assessed beforehand to 
avoid unnecessary expense and problems which 
often arise through lack of communication 


and consultation. 


"As an example of the lack of local input 
in the decision-making process, decisions 
20 regarding the construction of facilities, 
including this Centre, have been made with- 
out alocalanput. Furthermore, two! iconerete 
bridges have recently been built in Moosonee, 
one) atoStone ‘Creek and the’ other sat the Quarry. 
Both are two lanes wide and construction costs 
= ranminto wvche neighbourhood of $1,000,000 500: 
Although such structures are impressive, such 
elaborate bridges are not necessary in these 
Seldom used. locations. No Local anputsor"con— 
Ssultation regarding Moosonee traffic patterns 
were sought. In the result, access to the 
airport, where a great deal of freight is 
40 shipped inodaily, «and access to built up pace 
of town is still by means of one lane Bailey 
bridges. The method of making decisions such 
asthese “cannot ‘continue. © Local Aanput must be 


sought for meaningful and useful assistance 


and development. 
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Environmental factors must be considered 
asgwell.as the é€ffects of such factors on the 
way of life of the native peoples. For 
example, goose hunting is not recreation for 
a large segment of our local population; 
tather, 1 provides food for their families. 
These geese have staging areas along the 
coast of James Bay and in order to safeguard 
these areas, the Department of Transport 
passed regulations regarding flight corridors 


and flight altitudes in this area. 


"Basically, airplanes must fly at least 
three miles inland or at a minimum altitude 
of 3,000 feet over these staging areas. 

These regulations are not being observed or 
enforced. Many aircraft fly directly over 
the staging areas and at altitudes well below 
3,000 feet frightening the geese and driving 
them away. Even the airplanes used by the 
Ministry of Natural Resources violate these 
regulations. The ultimate effect of. such 
disturbances could prove disastrous for the 
native peoples. As the geese move elsewhere, 
the hunters must follow. Such disturbances 
must be stopped and preventive measures 
must be taken to ensure that similar problems 
Will not arise from increased air traffic 
which would flow from development of the 
north. The lack of sensitivity for an 
nderstanding of the life of the native 
people of the James Bay Lowlands cannot con- 


tinue. Only through communication and 
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“local involvement will such problems be 


avoided. 


"If development is to come to the James 
Bay Lowlands the life-supporting river 
systems must be protected. Present dams 
on the Moose River system have disrupted 
Ehemguantaty Of £ish in the fivers ac 
Moosonee-Moose Factory which directly affects 
the sustenance of the native peoples. Proper 
safeguards need to be imposed to avoid 
irreparable damage to the ecological system 
of the rivers. Furthermore, silting in the 
20 river system cannot be ignored. When the 
Causeway was constructed between Moose 
Factory and Flats Island at the time when 
the hospital was built in Moose Factory, 
severe silting resulted in the Moose River 
which destroyed the natural anchoring area 
a along the north east shore of Moose Island. 
Not only can large boats no longer navigate 
the shallow waters, but even the people with 
their canoes cannot anchor where they had 
for 300 years. Such effects must be studied 
beforehand and avoided if at all possible. 


"In respect of the Onakawana Development, 
ay the area under study is remote and according 
to Onakawana Development Ltd., little is 
known regarding the forest, soil and wildlife 
resources. It may be that on-going drainage 
ana reclamation work will enhance the area, 
but, once again, care must be taken not to 


destroy the ecological balance 
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"Method of Study 


"Although in other areas it may be 
appropriate to use public meetings and the sub- 
mission approach to study and develop policy 
regarding development and the environment, it 
is Our: Opinion. that this approach will not be 
effective in the James Bay Lowlands area. Such 
factors as geographical size, lack of communica- 
tion, isolation and a reluctance to speak in 
public on the part of many of the native people, 


militate against such an approach. 


a "The native people north of the 50th 
parallel now look to you and through you to the 
Southerners of Ontario to make it possible for 
Our present and succeeding generations to be 
taught and trained here in new skills as mottoed 
on our Education Centre, thereby establishing 
gainful and useful employment quite apart from 

30 preserving and enriching our native customs and 
habits which in the ultimate sense need not 
interfere with nor hamper progress in the \rest 


of the Province of Ontario or the Country. 


"In. closing it is respectfully submitted 
that in order for the Royal Commission to under- 

40 stand and appreciate the true concerns of our 
people regarding development of this area, 
people should come to this area and experience 
the day-to-day life. Ours is not a big community 
and personal contact is not only possible but 
— desirable. It can even be enjoyable. The Royal 


Commission has the time to use this approach. 
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"This we submit would be the best possible way 
LO. LuliuiSyour mandate. sending someone 
into this area on behalf of the Commission for 
as extended a period of time as possible an 
understanding could be gained and this we all 


need." 


MR. LASKIN: Thank you, Mr. Jones. I wonder 
eiet could ask you-a couple of questions: “You fold’ ts 
about a number of programmes here which have been closed 
Gawurewecaise=of lack of funds; can you first of yall just 
generally give us an outline of what educational programmes 


are offered at the Centre at the present time? 


MR. JONES: At the present time we are rely- 
ing On Canada Works Programmes. A situation arose whereby 
until last year, last April, the Centre, using native 
teachers and their native board ran its own Canada Manpower 
Programmes. Decision was made by the Minister of Colleges 
ena Universities last April that this Centre will céase (te 
run its own programmes; all programmes will be run by the 
Northern College and the Board of Governors in Northern 


College emanating from Timmins. 


At that time the $146,000 worth of pregramnes 
that we had negotiated was taken away from us and apparently 
was at the disposal of Northern College. To date no Canada 


Manpower courses.exist in Moosonee-Moose Factory. 
That 1s .0ne part -of ethe «Centre. 


Today we have the Canada Works Programmes; 
fire 'ss not a skill training programme. (We have the skiivs 
here already. You will see eight men skillfully making 


handmade snowshoes. We have five artists creating materials 
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ready for the tourist trade. We have a Nursery School which 
is not a babysitting agency. Its philosophy - it's to 
attempt to change a Cree-speaking child to be used to the 
English language by the time they hit Kindergarten because 
the educational system begins with English in Kindergarten. 
So we attempt to make that a gradual transition from Cree 


GO English. 


We do run some night courses. We have just 
started them and we're going in the hole, but the people 
demand it and we will worry about how to pay for them even- 
tually. We, for example, have now two private enter... - 
from private monies, private sources, we have, after two 
years of negotiating, have a job print shop being created. 
As you may know the Bible, the Prayer Book and Pilgrim's 
Progress is the only thing printed in Cree, and yet north 
of Moosonee people read Cree; thousands of people. So we 
are hoping to create a job printing shop so we can print 
Cree so that we may send it north and allow the people to 
read of their own heritage in their own language. This 
incidentally is coming from private money, not a cent of 
Government money would be put into this. It is a case of 


beg, borrow and steal and con. 


We cannot run a complex, a $4,000,000 dollar 
GComplex without the proper monies to run’ it. TE we™re* cold 
to put on educational programmes surely someone has to fund 
them. My Board believes it is capable of running the pro- 
grammes. We believe we have a staff of native people that 
are as qualified; in fact, can prove it with the pieces of 
paper. 

We have an apprentice training programme; we 


have nine apprentices today, three have just graduated as 
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as journeymen. We have, of the three journeyman we have 
teaching, two are native. It doesn't stop any native from 
coming in and if he wants to speak Cree through the whole 
Gite iie four-year “apprenticeship he may learn’ plumbing, 
electricity, welding, through the Cree language without 
having to learn English. So that is one of our programmes. 
10 We're told it is not a programme by the Government, we're 
told they're workers and we are unique because we are the 
employer and we have to be the employer because nobody else 
will do it. So how does a Cree-speaking person learn how 
to become a journeyman mechanic in Timmins when he speaks 
nothing but Cree; if he can get on with a company in Timmins. 


20 We ww! take, him.on. 


So, Our problem is funds for whatever pro- 
grammes we have got going. We would hope to jam this build- 
ing night and day, three hundred and sixty-five days a year 
with people, but it's a matter of us having to come up with 
our Own initiative trying to make it work to see if we can 


get people in and that's because we have no money. 
30 


MR. LASKIN: Are you funded to any extent by 


the Ministry of Colleges and Universities? 
MR. JONES: Not at all. 


MR. LASKIN: By any branch of the Ontario 


Government? 


a i MR. JONES: We have from Cabinet, a Cabinet 
order allowing us $100,000 a year. It takes $360,000 to keep 
these doors open and the buildings maintained. We also have 
an apartment house, we have houses all over town and we're 
probably one of the largest land-owners in town ready for 


future development, whatever that is. We have no funding 
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by the Federal Government whatsoever. Although they do 
have $800,000 worth of their money in this building, we 
mave -ocen told Chat that’s it, when ‘that $800 ,000"was put 
in at the original beginnings of the James Bay Education 
Centre that was the final funding. We have spent over a 
year attempting to-get ‘a charitable number so that at least 
10 we can go to Foundations and try to get some money. We 
have just received acknowledgement that they have received 


our application. Things are Slow. 


MR. LASKIN: Can I just ask you one question 
about Onakawana. Have you had any consultation whatsoever 
with Onakawana as to future employment possibilities for 

20 Native peoples and the possible training of those peoples 


for the jobs that may be required? 


MR. JONES: Yes, I have had absolute assurances 
from the President of the Onakawana as he was in my office 
stating that they would be more than welcome to use the James 
Bay Education Centre with their instructors and with equip- 


ment to train local people if necessary for the next thirty 


i. years, as long as it's open, because they are capable of 
living in that environment. I phoned the gentleman this 
morning since I heard the announcement on the News to see if 
he remembered the interview we had together and as of yet he 
hasn't replied but I anxiously wait for his communica- 
E1On to see if this’ is so. 


40 . 
MR. LASKIN: But you have had some consultation 


at least up to the present time? 


MR. JONES: Well,we had the consultation when 
the Onakawana Development put their display in the James Bay 
| Education Centre to show the people what actually was going 


to happen with the development. 
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THE COMMISSIONER: Thanks very much, Mr. Jones. 
It was an excellent brief and I wish to tell you how much I 
pppreciate the work that “has gone into it; It was very 
informative and I assure I will give it very careful con- 
Sideration and pass it on. 


Thanks very much. 
MR. JONES: Thank you. 


MR. LASKIN: Thanks, Mr. Jones. I will file 
eecOpy Of that brief as Exhibit 300. 


pe xn Bi NO. 300: Submission of the James Bay 
Education Centre. 


MR. LASKIN: Although it's a quarter to five 
ladies and gentlemen there has been some hot coffee out there 
for quite a while and we've gone for a considerable period of 
time and perhaps we could take five or ten minutes by way of 
a break and then resume our hearings. If there is anyone who 
would like to speak this afternoon who hasn't spoken to me 


yet please come up to the table here and let me know and I'll 


make sure to get you on. 
---Brief Recess. 


=-=—On Lesuming: 


MR. LASKIN: Our next scheduled presentation 
is by Mr. Harold Peters, who is speaking on behalf of the 


Moosonee Board of Trade. Mr. Peters. 
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ARNOLD PETERS 


Mr, Justice Hartt, the Board of trade 
welcomes you to our community and wishes your stay is quite 


enjoyable. 
THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you. 


MReosPETERS:: . Il. shave <but \onexcopy of the 
Driet wathome which I will gladly leave for your) files: after 


I leave. 
THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you. 


MR. PETERS: And should you have any questions 
about this brief or the Board of Trade's feelings concerning 
we 
your Inquiries /would be only too happy to answer them either 


verbally or written. 
THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you. 


MR. PETERS: "Mr. Justice Hartt, the 
members of the Moosonee Board of Trade, as 
successful and concerned businessmen and members 
of this community, wish to present, in this 
brief, our views, hopes and aspirations for our 
community, its Surrounding area, and its people. 
We are businessmen not sociologists, so we must 
concentrate on the business interests and how 
improvements to our businesses and industries 

40 can help our community. We can only surmise 

| how we or anyone else can help the people them- 
selves - our people. Presented to you will be 
questions, answers, and suggestions that we 


feel are important to your inquest. 


"Some briefs that have been presented 
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"to you, have dealt specifically with one project 
Oryanocher., As you. will seé, we wish to delve 
into several areas of development; development 


of peoples as well as other resources. 


"This paper will be presented in sections, 
each individual yet each linked totally to the 
Others= ‘They’ concern us directly yet are very 
general aspects of the overall problems you have 
been charged to investigate. Included are, 
economic development of our northern lands (that 
is our resources .... natural as well as human), 
social and cultural conditions as we see them, 


and, tourism (Our one major industry). 


"We would also like to state at this 
time that some of the ideas and suggestions we 
will be putting forward are highly controversial 
and we have no intention of insulting or upsetting 
anyone. These. are merely our views, once again 


as businessmen. 


"As with any other Board of Trade, we 
are a union of businessmen with our purpose to 
assist each other and the community; our 


motto: to promote jobs, growth and prosperity. 


"Por this reason, we are presenting this 


briet to vyou. “ 
On the topic of ECONOMY. 


"Ts there a direct relationship between 
the 'little man on the street' and any large or 
smaliebusimess! in a community? This? is a 


rhetorical question; of course, there is: Any 
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"business or industry provides employment, and 
this employment leads to more availability of 
money. Money, which in turn yields to greater 
consumer buying power. An increase in buying 
power forces businesses to increase or more 
businesses to open up and this generates more 
employment and more revenue for the employers, 
employees and the community. Here, the circle 
Startsragaine [tsiis> therefore a sate cand 
generally accurate statement to make, that if 
the individual benefits, so does the community 


and buSiness and vice versa. 


‘There iS a good potential for trade 
and commerce in this area, but it is a potential 
that as yet, remains only partially tapped. 
There is room for expansion of our present 
facilities, but, without growth, that expansion 
would be totally meaningless. What is needed 
here is an introduction of more and diversified 


industries, both large and small. 


"In a brief presented to you by Dr. 
John Spence of Ottawa, it was stated, and we 
quote from the Timmins Press 9th of December, 
HE Aree 
"Concerning jobs for native people, 
however in spite of the hopes of the 
proponent, native people do not have the 
skills or*inclination*for meaningful 
participation in this type of economic 


development.' 


Our question to this is why? Why no skills 
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"and no inclination for meaningful participation? 


We are training people for jobs that are rela- 
tively or totally non-existent in this area, 
What will happen to this skilled labour if new 
employers are not allowed into this area? Do 
any of the major centers of the south require 
more plumbers, electricians, carpenters, or 
even avcists? Can and do they not already draw 
from their own resources? What will happen 
VWELEDOULSe? «If wevare g@ing to: train Gur people, 
we muSt allow them at least the OPpPpoObEuniety to 
practice their skills. How can we do that? 
Obviously, by allowing into this area more and 
diversified industries. We are talking of min- 
ing (mineral, gas, or ol), forestry (wherever 
applicable), and the myriad of others anyone 


can list. 


"It can easily be seen as above, that 
an increase in economy, economic development if 
you will, can and would benefit the 'man‘:on the 
street". Also, it could only increase our, busi- 
ness revenues. As shown earlier, this is part 
Of a self-generating circle. This could, and, we 
believe would, not only benefit ourselves but 
the community by providing better services and 


more employment opportunities. 


"It is true, we can survive on what we 
presently have, but, we (as a community) could 
PLOurish on added industries: Aftemeall “1s 


Static’survival what is desired? 


"In summary to this section, we would 


THOMAS F. CONLIN 
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ld 3 


"like to have it recorded that we feel the 
resources of the north belong to all ee 
peoples of the province and must be developed 
and maximized, not to ensure Profitabiiatysor 
resource industries, but to ensure the 
benefits to the people, benefits ranging 
from economic to a sense of pride in a job 


well done." 


Pertaining; to SOCIALeand” CULTURAT. 
CONDITIONS AS WE SEE THEM. 


"AS you have heard, we are exponents 
of economic development mainly for economic 
reasons but also some social ones. However, 
we realize there are problems in this region; 
problems that stem from many areas. The peoples 
.Of this area are looked down on as second or 
even third class citizens if only by thinking 
they have no inclination to a day's work or 
participation in industrial development. Could 
this lack of participation be due to a very 
high rate of unemployment in this area, unemploy- 
ment due, to a large extent, to lack of meaning- 
ful employment? Who can actively, or with any 
measure of pride take part in a job he knows is 
Only available as a source of charity? What is 
desperately required is good, long-term 
employment in an industry that serves one purpose 
or another and benefits people, We don't need 
more social band-aids. We have a chance right on 
our Boeesesp to make this transition to active 


participation if we are willing to take it and 
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"the responsibilities that go along *wilth. Lt. 


"Could it not also be possible that the 
ease with which government money (welfare, 
unemployment insurance, and make work projects) 
is available, has ruined some initiative and 
some inclination to meaningful Participation? 

If this is even remotely possible, it is our 
responsibility to rebuild the pride, pride in 
person and property, that once did exist: 

Exist to a great deal but has now diminished. 
One way of doing this is through vocational or 
on-the-job training programmes. However, as 
pointed out earlier, this is a meaningless task 
if there are no jobs available. Onakawana 
wishes to open a large development in this area 
and is willing, according to their spokesmen, 

to hire local peoples if they have the necessary 
skills for the available jobs. We should be 
charged, as businessmen, with the responsibility 
of the training and industry, with the responsi- 
bility of job availability. Government should 
be «controlling both, not ‘hindering one or ‘the 
other. We would wish Onakawana to move in, and 
possibly it will be the key to opening and 


developing the north successfully. 


"Another aspect of the problem in this 
area is excessive indulgence. Could this 
possibly be due to too much time not partaking 
in something productive? We believe that an 
increase in economic development of the area 


would probably not solve this problem, but it 
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‘May reduce it: There sis most likely only one 
way Of finding out! People must have goals for 
themselves, goals for their future. They can- 
not, we cannot, afford the luxury of living 
Just for today or yesterday. Employment oppor- 
tunities can provide vehicles by which one can 


Heacns lor His goals. 


"An area that should be of major concern 
to us all is the very quick death of the skills 
and trades that have been passed down from our 
f£OreLathers. This is true.of the white, Indian 
and Metis communities throughout the Province. 

20 Weware Swittly giving up our heritage in order 
to assimilate into todays push-button society. 
In the north, the small communities are more 
Susceptible to this due to isolation and our, 
our white man needs to play missionary and force 
CuLswayS tO. the forefront. This is) not sight, 
yet the vast resources of the north are required 
by many and the conflicts between cultures must 
meet head-on. We are saying that the economic 
resource development of the north is necessary 
but under such controls as not to totally destroy 
the cultural background of the areas into which 


the industries move. 


"We do not have all the answers, if any. 
As stated, we are not sociologists; we can only 
use and hope others use common sense when plan- 
ning the future of the north. Progress will 
eventually dominate and it is our responsibility, 


as yours, to ensure this domination is controlled 
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"and the transition gradual, not Overnight. 
Our different heritages must be preserved 
Wotae,  vepthes same, time; Ass imi lated forctormn 


a total union of our peoples. 
"TOURISM 


10 "Tourism, what more need be said? 
Throughout the country, it is one of the 
largest industries. In this area, it is our 
One Maj Or industry. But, as is well known, 
tourism in the north is seasonal. For our 
major source of revenue, other than government 
money, we are dependent on the whims of a 
public whose resources are dwindling yearly. 
It has been stated that single resource com- 
munities are vulnerable to the wild fluctua- 
tions of world resource marketing and the 
erosion of their economic base as their 

| resources dwindle. This can also be said of 
30 communities that have small industries but are 
primarily dependent on one large one. Our 
resources, the ones the tourists come to see, 
are non-renewable but they are not being used. 
Under these conditions they should last for- 
ever. However, one cannot depend on this. 

We must prepare ourselves by bringing in indus- 
es try, industry that will create numerous jobs 
and will remain in the area on a long-term 
basis; oft Can be Said that tourism’ s* to the 
Moosonee area as nickle is to Sudbury. If our 
major industry fails, it can only mean severe 


problems to the community. 
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"There are many plans presently being 
discussed to enhance and enlarge the tourist 
trade, but these are futile if the tourist can- 
not afford to come to the area. Over the past 
few years, it has been noticed that the number 
DPE PECUrIStES and the dollars per person being 
spent have been dropping. In the present 
financial atmosphere, monies are not as readily 
spent by individuals. This is another reason 
we must have more and diversified industry in 


this area. 


"As stated earlier, we can survive on 
what we have if, and only if, general conditions 
around us do no lonser continue to deteriorate. 
An increased tourist trade would certainly be 
worthwhile and beneficial but would still leave 


the fear of a collapse hanging over our heads. 


"In summary, we need the tourists but 
30 we also have a great need for other development, 
employment, stability and revenue. This can 
only come from outside industry over a long 


extended period of time. 
"ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT OF OUR NATURAL RESOURCES 


"What do we of the James Bay Lowlands 
40 have in the way of Natural Resources? This is 

a relatively easy question to answer: Mining 
as staeeq (mineral, ol, .gas), hunting, Tishing, 
hastory, our ecology, are part of ,our natural 
resources, and most important, our people. Toa 
great extent they are not being touched and 


there is an absolute wealth here that is 
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"required by vast numbers of people throughout 
the province. 


"We are isolated and this allows for a 
place to get away to for a quiet rest. While 
here, the tourist can examine and appreciate 
Our hrstory™for it is his as well as ours. 
this, Some OL the tourists are Tooking for: 
With hunting and fishing, again quite seasonal, 
we draw sportsmen from all over North America. 
However, for the short period of time these 
people are here, they are at their camps and 
leave relatively nothing in the way of revenue 


20 £0),0ur.community. 


"This leaves only our mineral and like 
resources to be developed. Here, we are into a 
very complex subject. We feel that development 
is necessary but must be controlled. We, as a 
community, and the government must work jointly 
30 to ensure controls are instituted and carried 
out. Unfortunately, it has been found in the 
past that controls are necessary; necessary to. 
protect our environment and people. How and 
where must these controls start? They must, we 
feel, start right at the northern development 
planning stage. They must start now. The 
numbers and types of industries coming into the 
area must be controlled. We do not need several 
industries coming in, doing their development 
and then moving out en masse. Isolated, piece- 
meal development has never and will never be a 


Satisfactory answer. The introduction must be 
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"controlled and co-ordinated for long-term 
arrangements. Also, if the developing indus- 
tries require on-the-site communities, these 
must strictly be controlled so as not to be 
an ecological hazard or even an eyesore. 
Finally, all the environmental controls that 
are available must be used where applicable; 
for it is utter foolishness to develop one 


resource while destroying one or more others. 


"We agree with the suggestion pre- 
sented to you by the Town of Kapuskasing that 
the known natural resources, potential power 

20 sources, and proposed corridors be examined 

| and a plan of action determined. Such a plan 
should not be amended unless your commission, 
Or a Similar one, holds public meetings and 
amendments are recommended. This would put a 
control on arbitrary government decisions. 

In union with this, we feel there should be a 
three party agreement between the province, 
the community, and the particular industry 
which could not be reduced or abandoned by 


any one of the three. 


"With these and any other controls 
that are necessary, we feel that the economic 
development of the north could be a successful 
adventure allowing a harmonious union with all 
parties concerned - the people, industry, and 


governments. 
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"SUMMARY 


"In summary, we as a Board of Trade, 
reiterate the view that no one minority should 
be able to control or dictate the future oF 
the north Lands above’ the 50th parallel. “All 
people should be able to share and benefit 
equally from the resources that are available. 
Two premises must be accepted. These are: 
first, the development of the north is neces- 
Sary and second, development is inevitable. 


Our resources are just required by too many. 


“he as: up tO us’ and this’ conmissionm to 
lay the ground rules and ensure these rules are 
adhered to. We do not wish to see the environ- 
ment or people sacrificed in the rush for 


Lesource revenue. 


"Onakawana could be the key to opening 
the vast riches of the north. Also, it could 
be the example of how to introduce large indus- 


try to this area beneficially. 


"We are not interested in growth for 
growth's sake. It must have goals and meaning, 
meaning that will benefit all people and it 
must be fully controlled so that the area is 


not exploited and left empty. 


"We cannot accept the idea that’ nature 
should be left totally alone. Everyone benefits 
from nature and its destruction would affect 
all. But man has made himself dependent on 


Mature ana must use it. and work with 2t for 
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‘his survival. Therefore, we look forward tO. 2ecs 
controlled development and the beneficial open- 


2G Up Of ethe north. 


"We thank you for your time and your 
efforts in this matter of extreme importance and 


we now leave it in your hands." 


10 
THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you very much, sir. 
MR. LASKIN: Thanks, Mr. Peters. We will 
file a copy of that brief as Exhibit 301. 
Soom Ani et NOs 301: Submission of the Moosonee 
Board of Trade. 
20 
MR. LASKIN: Our next presentation I under- 
stand is by the Grade VIII Class of the Public School - your 
time to come. Can you introduce yourselves for us? 
A. My name is Zolton Petio; my name is Carmen 
Tozor; my name is Sheila Hunter; my name is Mary Hennessey; 
| 30 my name is Brenda Weibe; my name is Heather Spindloe; my 


name is Olwen Jones; my name is Penny Ramjit. 
MR. LASKIN: You're the spokesman, Zolton? 


Beiewves.«) .On behalf of our igroupel wowlkdriike 


co present-this report. 


"Improving Tourism 

"In Moosonee-Moose Factory area the 
Main source of income in the Summer is the 
tourism industry. It has been suitable in 
the past, but it could be improved on in the 
future. Below are some examples of how the 


COUrLSt indistry could be better. 


"This may include several things such 
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Pasmearctic wildlife goo being. constructed. 


It would contain several species of wildlife. 


"The Polar Bear Express train rates 
could be cheaper and the passenger cars would 
be much cleaner. Also, the Moose Pachonvse Dor. 
could be reconstructed like several other forts 
of this type, such as St. Marie among the 


Hurons. 


"A few more sightseeing facilities 
would increase tourism, by having more heli- 


copters and boat tours. 


"A winter carnival should be an annual 
event, because it enables the local people to 


have fun and enjoyment. 


"The Moose Factory staff house which 
was bought by the Board of Tourism could be 
developed into a historical fur-trading 


museum. 


"There are numerous reasons why we 
feel that an improvement in the tourism indus- 


try would be profitable. 


MELESt Of all’ it’ would provade qop 
opportunities or more income for the local 


labour force. 


"The Cree culture here would be spread 
throughout the country. The money from the 
tourist industry would help us develop facili- 
ties in Moosonee. It has several advantages; 
ibe is?renewable resource and it is not harmful 


to the environment or wildlife. 
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"TRANSPORTATION AND COMMUNICATIONS 
EE EEE UNL CATIONS 


"Transportation and communication assume 
great importance in the Towns Of Moosonee and 
Moose Factory. The transportation methods that 
are present are the ONR rail Service, vehicles, 
Austin Airways air service, and freighter canoes. 
We think one way ‘of improving transportation in 
the Moosonee area is constructing a highway from 
Cochrane to Moosonee. This highway would enable 
us to travel from Moosonee to other communities 
and cities. Since the unemployment rate in 
Moosonee and Moose Factory is fairly high, the 
highway will allow Moosonee residents to travel 
to jobs south of Moosonee. This highway would 


also allow us to travel south to see our rela- 


_ tives or families more easily. We would also be 


able to have a wider variety of goods than we 
have now. This highway would benefit the tourist 
because of the money and the time saved. It 
would also be cheaper for the residents of 


Moosonee area. 


"Another way of improving transportation 
for the Moosonee area is by adding more facilities 
to the present airport. We would like it 
improved in such a way that larger planes could 


land, more flights, and overall, better service. 


"Paved roads would also be an improve- 
ment. It would eliminate the cost of oiling the 
roads in the summer. It would also be faster 
and more efficient for driving in the community. 


The paved roads would help prevent the rusting 
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"of vehicles. 


"These methods of updating transporta- 
tion would end the isolation of Moosonee and 
MOOSe Factory. It would end isolation trem al. 


other cities. 


"Communication is also important in the two 
townsfin the lives of the residents of Moosonee. 
The sources of communication we presently have 
are CrChoand two.radio stations, CHMO and iCBCc- 
We think that TV services can be improved by 
having more channels and more interesting pro- 
grams. This might help to keep youth off the 
streets. If youths are not on the streets as 


much it would cut down on the total lawbreaking. 


"Although transportation and communi- 
cation have improved greatly over the past 
decade, we still feel that improvements are 
needed to join Moosonee to the rest of the 


Province." 


THE COMMISSIONER: Are you the only spokesman 


for the group or does each one have something to say? 


ZOLTON PETIO: Everybody has given their help. 
That is the end and .-I would like to thank you, Justice Hartc, 


on behalf. of our group for letting us present our brie. 


THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you very much for 


coming. Thank you for presenting it. 
ZOLTON ‘PETIO: “Thank you: 


MR. LASKIN: Zolton, can you leave one copy 


of that brief with us for our records. Thank you. 
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---EXHIBIT NO. 302: SUbMLSSLONM OF Gradey Vill Students 
from Moosonee Public School. 


MR. LASKIN: I understand Mr. Jacques Begin, 
who is the Director of Recreation here would like to address 


the Commission. 


JACQUES BEGIN 


Welcome to Moosonee. I am representing the 


Moosonee Recreation Committee. 


"As you have heard before and will most 
20 likely hear again, there is a great lack of 


recreation facilities in northern Ontario. 


"Here in Moosonee, a great deal more 
people would be involved in the programs 
offered if only we were to have a decent 
feciiicy (tO participate in. Just a regula- 
30 tion size arena, we would have more people 
| participating whether it be in recreational 

ectivities atself or just to sit on various 


committees. 


MPecreation, is), a very. high, przerrry 
in this community but there is a great lack 
Of tunds forwit.. Recreation, 1s,.a must. here 


because of the very high unemployment problem. 


"Transportation also hindering Recrea= 
tion. It is difficult and very expensive to 
even bring someone in to even qualify our life- 

7 guards. It is also very expensive to attend 
conferences, training sessions and meetings, 


whether it be in North Bay, Toronto or Orillia. 
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"In Northern Ontario, the Ministry Of 
Culture and Recreation's grants for Operational 
and salary costs are much the same as in 
southern Ontario where the costs would be much 
less and fund raising is much easier. Grants 
should be increased for communities in northern 


Ontario. 


"Wintario grants should also be 
increased because of the lack of fund raising 


again. 


I personally am hoping that some action 
will be taken to help the Recreation Departments 
all over northern Ontario to provide the best 


Services to the people of their communities." 
Thank you. 


MR. LASKIN: Thank you, Mr. Begin. 


-— BAH CBI T NO..303 Submission of the Moosonee 
Recreation Committee. 


MR. LASKIN: Our next presentation is by Mr. 
Daniel Spence and I understand will be presented by Mr. 
Frederick Whiskeychan. This is a translation from the Cree 
Pecakest tis. it? 

A) He's, going .to do his presentation fiEse 
in Cree. 


MR. LASKIN: And then you will translate? 


A. Yes. 
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DANIEL SPENCE 


My friends I am going to talk Indian. 


FREDERICK WHISKEYCHAN (Translator): I am 
going to translate this presentation by Daniel Spence into 


English. 
"Mr. Commissioner: 


"I would like to talk about something which I - 
am not happy about. It is the way our Indian 
people are treated in the local jail. 


"In this jail, they are sometimes beaten by the 
20 Ontario Provincial Police while there are no 

witnesses to see this happening. It is the 

Indian's word against the Ontario Provincial 


Police. 


"It is the Queen's responsibility to investigate 
the abuse of power of the Ontario Provincial 


30 Police while carrying out their duties. 


"One of our young people was found hanging in 
the local jail of the Ontario Provincial Police 
detachment in Moosonee. This young man's fate 


was death in his own land. 


"I, myself was in jail also. It was like drink- 
40 ing a full cup of my own blood which was a 

result of the injuries I received from police 

Officers in ithat jail. ..Also,,.my-son, was given 


the same treatment. 


"Another thing, my wife was hit by a car driven 


by a whiteman which caused severe injuries. 
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"This is the way our people»suffer in their own 
land. 


“Incidents like these, to name a few, should be 
Subject to immediate investigation by the 
proper authorities so that our people will not 


10 suffer in the future." 
Thank you. 


MR. LASKIN: Thank you, Mr. Spence. 


moe AHI BIT NO: 304: Submission of Daniel Spence. 
20 MR. LASKIN: Is there anyone else who would 


like to speak this afternoon? Well, then I suggest we will 
adjourn our proceedings at this time and reconvene at 7:30 
this evening. I would like to thank you all for your atten- 


dance this afternoon. 


=—-Dinner adjournment. 


30 
ooo Pesuming at 7:30 ptm. 

MR. LASKIN: Ladies and gentlemen, I would 
like to welcome you to the evening session of the Royal 
Commission on the Northern Environment hearings here in 

oO Moosonee. I apologize for the slight delay in starting. 


Im addition. to the list of presentations 
which you see on the printed schedule there are some addi- 
tional speakers, principally people from the area, and 
certainly if there is anyone else in the audience who does 
wish to speak this evening just come up and let me know 


Sometime during the evening and I will make sure you have 
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a chance to address the Commission. 


The first presentation this evening is going 
to be one that is not listed on the schedule; 12t%s going £o 
be a presentation by the Northern Native Education Council 


and will be made by Mr. Richard Morris. Richard. 


RICHARD MORRIS 


Thank you very much. I would just like to 
point out first before I start that the former organization 
was known as the Bishop's School Committee and last year in 
February it was reorganized and restructured and became 
known as the Northern Native Education Council, and it has 
been inactive for almost a year, just started last month, 
the middle of last month and we did not have that much time 
or the funding for a very good presentation so it is going 
to be brief. 


"Mr. Justice Hartt, it feels good that 
you are here and that we are able to talk to you. 
I want to welcome you and your staff, on behalf 
of the Northern Native Education Council, to our 
northern communities in the Treaty #9 area. We 
hope that your visit and subsequent visits to 
this area will be warm and friendly besides 


being a learning experience. 


"This submission concerns an area which 
we believe is very important to us in terms of 
achieving our goals of self-sufficiency, self- 
realization and self-government. We believe 
that education is the tool we need to become an 


independent people. However, we wish to point 
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"ono. tha tuthere aregserioushilaws ini the «use oF 
this tool. We wish to point out how we feel 
this tool should be used for Native people. 

"THE NEED FOR A MEANINGFUL AND RELEVANT NATIVE 
EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM 

"To make this point clear, we wish to 
inform you that formal education has been avail- 
able to the Native communities in the Treaty #9 
west area for at least twenty-five years, this 
being a conservative estimate for some communi- 
ties. This education was imposed upon us rather 
than given to us to determine how we would use 


it. As can be expected it has been a failure. 


"Within those twenty-five years, the 
education system has produced in our area only 
_ two university graduates that the Council is 
aware of, countless elementary, secondary and 
post-secondary school dropouts, a large absen- 
teeism record and indifference to education 
as a whole by the community members. These 
problems are not unique to us. They are shared 
by our brothers and sisters across the country. 
I'm sure that at one time or another you may 
have heard about the high drop-out rate among 
Native students as compared to non-Native 
students. However, we feel that the problems 
we have in this area can only be solved by 
ourselves. 
"The major flaw that we see in the past 


and present education systems is that they are 


irrelevant to us and to our way of life. We 
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“want an education system that is Lelevant., Ory 
recently has there been major efforts by our 
leaders and other concerned people to achieve 
this goal. However, there is still much to be 
done. 


to) "In trying to determine what constitutes 
relevance in Native education, we have come up 


with the following conclusions: 


r) Education must be meaningful to the student. 
It must be something which he can understand 
and relate to. 

2) It must satisfy the needs of the student, 
needs which are largely determined by the 
environment in which that student lives. It 
must continually satisfy his needs and give 
him the motivation and the interest to con- 


tinuey ha Sseducation. 


oy) It must enhance the culture and the identity 
of the student and give him a positive out- 


TOOK On Lite. 


4) There must be community involvement, particu- 
larly by the parents. It is their children 
who will have to go through the education 
System. Other groups, such as the Elders, 
band councils, school committees, teachers 
and the students themselves must also be 


Involved, 


5) The educational system must be able to pre- 
pare the Native student to function in the 


dominant, white society. It must give him 
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a good knowledge and understanding of that 
society. It should teach him clearly what 


the values are being pressed on him. 


"Previous educational systems failed to 
come up with these points in a total package. 
We feel that any educational program for Native 
people must have all of these in order to be 


successful and relevant. 


"To clarify these points, we feel that 
a student must first learn about himself and 
his environment. It would be wrong to force a 
student when he first enters school to learn 
something that is totally alien and strange and 
expect him:-to understand it. Only -atter 


increased awareness of himself and his environ- 


- ment should he be allowed to learn more about 


Other people and other environments. In other 

words, his learning process must start from his 
immediate environment and expand from there. 

We feel that only through this process can you 

satisfy his needs and give him the interest and 
the motivation to increase his knowledge and 


continue his education. 


"An educational system should not be 
a means of destroying a way of life. Rather it 
should enhance the culture and the identity of 
the child. We cannot emphasize this point too 
Strongly. ft -is a fact that the kind of educa- 
tion given to us in the past for the most part 
ignored the Native people and their culture. 


Any mention of the Indian people was written 


ay Clon eee 

yi vise G4 ., val 

el hie aries as eu ene 

Car: 5 
7 ee ge is sail iphone ai ie 

Pee cM, ib. ane 

ail ; Wedd ri 9 stew ‘thw dec hi 

2 bp ee 1! ois eead, Jee 

aan whe han hte 


AG \ tary: it iz viiioke dee 
pred open) deel awa iat 
fiie st lLineeriyhe Men a 
p 


| > gilt tarts snabusa 
1+; | 7 vt. wars pe kasemsd’ 
ty teeny AG wa iragxe’ 
hug td Oe Hagus2dnt 
ot Digooke Jeesat 


U 


tae ed tanto. : 7 
“ DALwOeL eit (ebgow & 


mo..y 1 avakbauak” 7 
} sey Re ath 7 bd game? Gana Legl on it 7 
tig trey’ . 7 boiit ace vjetsen . _ 
| mw @ i ' ‘4 ’ da, ‘wal avisow adt r 
whe ale agnigao9 a 
mh Shei “ls fawn 824008 BAL : . 


| | » pebyeo tess So eheat 4 of 
cr en) on =i Ra nd bar wl 3 PIO SILO PL vOons 
yo ke Be ] a : sof ee nisae edz i 


=o" Ad mY , ee id i : ait. ? P re wa _ ~igneria. 
| eel” WaT Wen aes al oa Gd A RET 


Sirhtud, ebO® Dad alaueq si Loe GlP Bancee, 
i Hl gi 
xreatv yi eee. Gl iL ‘Wid gaa 5 of J 7 ’ Su io’ reat ert, : ; 


at 
a? : 


HOMAS F. CONLIN cen aE 


OFFICIAL REPORTER 


20 


30 


"with a biased or a negative viewpoint. Also, 
it taught us about a way of life which was 
alien to us. By teaching us this new way of 
life and ignoring our own or giving it a nega- 
tive view, we feel that education was used as 
a means to implement cultural genocide and the 
assimilation of our people into the dominant 
society. However, as with most things imposed 


upon us, this failed to succeed. 


"We do not intend to be negative, but 
we feel that this is necessary to make our 
point very clear. Education will be meaning- 
tu l Sandere Vevant tocus only when Native people 
control their own education and decide for 
themselves the kind of education they want \to 
give to their children. 


"We wish to emphasize again that 
education should maintain and enhance the cul- 
ture and the identity of the student. Froma 
philosophical viewpoint, we feel that each 
person needs something to stand on, a founda- 


tion on which to base himself and his identity. 


This foundation is his 
being his total way of 
ignore any part of his 
the foundation that he 
trate this point, take 
Ptsthatebubiding .rscto 


caulture;, (that culture 
life. Take away or 
culture and you weaken 
stands: ont Tori dius 
a building for example. 


beta Solid Lstructire; 


ioemust have saestronghfoundation. | sBuild»the 


foundation poorly and the building will not 


stand too long and have other deficiencies. 
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“Destroy that foundation and the building will 
fall down. 


"You are aware by this time of the 
social ills which face our people. Their 
inability at times to face and tackle these 
ills is due to the fact their foundation has 
been weakened or destroyed, along with their 
pride and motivation to continue to be 
meaningful to themselves and to life. We want 
our children and young people to be given the 
chance to maintain the pride they have now and 
gain the motivation to want to be meaningful 

20 Eo. themselves and to life. We feel, that,only 
through enhancing the culture and the identity 


of the student can he find that meaningfulness. 


"We do not mean to say that we will 
ignore other ways of life, particularly the 
dominant, white society. However, we realize 

30 that the present educational system is not 
only teaching facts, such as the Kings of 
England, to our children, but also values and 
social customs of white society. It is teach- 
ing these values as if they were the only way 
of dealing with life. These values contradict 
the instruction the children receive from 

ée their parents and Elders. We know our values 


| have to be incorporated into the educational 


system if our culture is to be maintained. 
However, we realize that culture is a constantly 
changing thing. We know that we have to adopt 


from your culture and other cultures those 
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"things which will benefit us. Adopting and 


accepting from other cultures those things 
which will add to our foundation, giving us 
a seronger*senseror identity -is ‘only logical 
to us if we are to survive as a people. 
However, we must stress that the retention 


OF OUun culture ois very vimportant, 


"We also realize the need to co-exist 
and achieve a better understanding between 
your people and ours. Previous presentations 
by our leaders, and especially our Elders, 
have stressed this point. We want a type of 
education that will create this understanding. 
The idea of being adversaries in everything we 
do and being unable to work together is not 
acceptable to us. It should not be acceptable 
to your people. Rather, the idea that we are 
all part of the same circle should be empha- 
Sized to our children for we will always be 
here and your people have established them- 
selves permanently on this land. An under- 
standing and acceptance of each other is 


necessary for our co-existence. 


"We used to have an educational 
system which was unique in that it involved 
every member of the family. The Elders and 
the grandparents were involved in the philo- 
sophical and theoretical part of teaching. 
They taught the mysteries of life and of the 
world. The parents were involved in the prac- 


tical aspects, teaching the child how to 
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“survive by showing him how to do things. The 
child was expected to learn by himself by 
being jsent)-to ‘the, bush «alone -to achieve his 
Spiritual development. The chidd ;tehroughn 
this learning process, was given direction and 
the motivation to want to learn about life and 
to want to become a meaningful and successful 
PaLcnoratchat ah fey 


"This inspiration is lacking today 
because there is no involvement by the members 
of the community. The responsibility of pro- 
viding education to the child should be given, 
not only to the teachers and the government 
agencies, but also the parents, Elders and 


other members of the community through their 


_ active involvement. It should be the community 


as a whole that should be giving direction and 
deciding the kind of education their children 
should have. We feel that education in the 
past failed and is failing today because there 


is no involvement by the community members. 


"Wercould go’ on and Gritié¢izé* almost 
every educational program our children are sub- 
jected to. However, you yourself will have a 
chance to see the kind of education the govern- 
ment 1S providing for our children. In the 
next three years, you will be visiting our 
communities. You will experience our people 
and our way of life. Go into the schools and 
see 1f the education provided has any relevancy. 


You will see and understand better what we are 
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"trying to impress upon you in this submission. 


“Finally, we would like to point out 
thatecene NOrthern Native Faucation Counc. 
represents the western region of the Treaty #9 
area. Our Board of Directors are the Chiefs 
from this area and they are also members of the 
Board of Grand Council Treaty #9. You have al- 
ready heard of the aspirations and hopes of our 
people through the briefs given by our Chiefs. 
We support the position of Grand Council Treaty 
#9 and their objectives and goals. We also 
Support their position on how to conduct the 

20 Formal and Community hearings. However, we 
would like to impress upon you the special pro- 
blems we have in the north regarding transpor- 

_ tation, communications and accommodations and 
that you should keep these in mind when arrang- 


ing your schedule. 


"We would like to thank you for giving 
us this opportunity to make our problems known 


Eo: yous: 
THE COMMISSIONER: Thanks very much, Richard. 


MR. LASKIN: Richard, can I just ask you one 
question. Is there any educational program in northern 
Ontario for Natives?hich you are aware,or your Council is 
aware, which satisfies or comes close to satisfying the 


concerns that you just expressed in your brief? 


MR. MORRIS: No, there is none; not follow- 
ing the points presented in the submission. All the educa- 
tional programs that we are provided are either taken from 


the Provincial Ministry of Education - although they did, 
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the National Indian Brotherhood had presented the policy paper 
On Indian education called Indian Control of Indiam Education, 
and this has not really been accepted by the government or 
implemented by the government, although it was accepted as 


a policy paper by the Ministry of Indian Affairs. 


MR. LASKIN: But it has not been accepted by 
the provincial government? 


MR. MORRIS: It has been accepted, except it 


has not been followed or implemented. 


THE COMMISSIONER: That sets out the detail of 


your same policy orientation? 
MR. MORRIS: Yes. 
THE COMMISSIONER: Thanks very much. 
MR. LASKIN: Thanks, Richard. 


=———-P XH IBOLT NO.S05: Submission of Northern Native 
Education Council. 


MR. LASKIN: I wonder, is there anyone here 


on behalf of North Cochrane District Family Services? 


I understand it is Mr. Richard Polsiford. 


Perhaps you could introduce your colleague with you. 


RICHARD POLSIFORD 


Mr. Chairman, members of the Commission, I 
would like to introduce both myself and my colleague; my 
name is Richard Polsiford. Normally I am the Principal of 
George Vanier School in Smooth Rock Falls but I have been 


delegated here tonight by the North Cochrane District Family 
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Services which is operated by the Kapiskasing & District 
Children’s Aid Society to present this brief to your 
Commission. I am accompanied by one of our administrative 
staff members, Mr. Armand Beaudreau, who is responsible for 
the supervision in Moosonee and who will assist me in answer- 


ing any questions which you may have at the end of the brief. 


I would like to apologize slightly to the 
Commission because we had intended to present our brief 
partly in the three languages which are included in the 
area represented by our agency, notably Cree, English and 
French. Unfortunately our local Board member, Mrs. Marjorie 
McComb, who represents the interests of Moosonee and the 
northern area at our Board meetings is unable to present the 
version in Cree tonight because she had to attend to an 
urgent family matter and is absent as a consequence of that. 
We will, however, be presenting it in English and at the end 
I will ask you to be patient with me for two minutes as I 
give a brief summary in French as we have representatives 
from the French-speaking media in attendance, and since our 
area is composed of a very strong Francophone population we 


would like this brief to receive the attention it deserves. 


"Sirs, we are addressing your Commission 
Our 
unde? jmandate to determine the effects on the 
environment of major enterprises north of the 


50th parallel. 


"Culture has been defined as man's 
collective response to his environment and the 
following statement which is included in the 
Declaration of Nishnawbe-Aski by the Ojibway- 
Cree natives of Treaty #9 to Premier Davis 
and his Cabinet dated July 6th, 1977 reads as 
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"follows: 


"We have a sacred respect for the land. 
You have alienated life and land by the exploi- 
tation of natural resources. As a result of 
your greed there is a real possibility that our 
environment will be destroyed. If it is we will 


be destroyed because we are part of nature.' 


"This statement indicates that in the 
minds of the Native people much has been done 
already to ‘disrupt the: native culture’ and’ if 
this Commission is not effective much more dis- 


ruption, if not destruction, will be effected. 


“Let us first of all establish our con- 
cerns, problems, mandate and direction in the 
district which we serve. Our mandate is to 
administer the Child Welfare Act within the area 
representing North Cochrane District, and in 
addition to this by agreement with the Kenora & 
District Children's Aid Society to administer on 
a fee-for-service basis the western coast line 
of James Bay from Kashechewan to Fort Severn 
encompassing the communities of Attawapiskat 


and Winisk. 


"We have had a regional office in 
Moosonee Since 1973; staffed by a native worker 
for four years and staffed by a white worker 
Since September 1977, as well as an additional 
white staff worker since January of this year. 
We had been without staff for five months 
prior to this presentation and under our com- 


plement of two staff for the past two years. 
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"EALS= is, due to our GgvPficulty in reeruieing 


either native or non-native staff to work 
and administer the service as it presently 


6xists. 


"Since 1973 we have had six native 
staff who found it impossible to continue for 
Many reasons. Some of these are listed as 
follows: 

Firstly, the fear of native workers 
to administer the Child Welfare Act to the 
native population. For example, four workers 
refused to work with relatives regarding 


apprehension. 


25 The fear of physical or emotional 
reprisal by clients direct towards the worker 


and/Or the. families. 


32 There are few native persons 
adequately trained, and I belive the pre= 
ceding brief made this point quite well - 
adequately trained and willing to come here 


to work. 


4. We Mave Gl2fticulty in finding whice 
persons with the sensitivity to do the job 


appropriately. 


=) The loneliness and isolation 
experience in adapting to the life-style here 


in Moosonee. 


2 The inadequate university and college 


training for rural social work practice. 


7. The language difficulty for white 
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"workers, and this is certainly a major barrier 


to communication. 


oh Inadequate housing. 
aM Inadequate financial compensation. 
LO. The travel expectations up the coast 


line which make it very difficult for a family 


person. 


ol ig Tne’ poor Job Opportunity for another 


spouse in the northern area, and 


d ASS The transportation system which makes 
it expensive to leave the community for a 


vacation period. 


"AS a consequence, the agency has 
incurred high advertising and recruiting costs. 
There has been much expensive time spent in 
interviewing people; there has been a lot of 
overtime paid for staff, covering from 
Kapuskasing. They have had to pay high travel- 
ling expenses to administer this area from 
Kapuskasing. We have very high accommodation 
expenses and finally, high telephone costs to 


handle emergencies by telephone. 


"From the service aspect, the conse- 


quences have been as follows: 


Le We have inadequate services in the 
area north of the 50th parallel: it consists 
mostly of emergency and patch up services, in 
other words we're applying a band-aid to a 


major wound. 
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dae We have a-lack of-continuity ain ‘ser- 
vices. We have difficulty in keeping accurate 
records when différent staff are involved in 


the same case. 


3. There 1S “a confusion of clients “in 

communities because information sometimes varies 
with each worker who has a different perception 
of the problem and sometimes has information 


the other worker does not have. 


4. Problems are not perceived until they 
become emergencies and most often required a 
child or in some cases many children to be 
= apprehended from the family and placed in alter- 
nate Care; “as opposed :to helping the ;family 


Manage itself before a crisis is reached. 


Ds Where there is only emergency service 

alternate care within the community is not pro- 

vided or built up so that we find ourselves in 
30 the position where we have 126 children in care 
as 6f October Gist, 1977; 49 of which are 
status Indian and 13 Metis. We have 12 foster 
homes in which one or both parents are native, 
Or native-speaking out of a total of 117 
foster homes, bearly 10%. And within the 
foster care settings we have placed 13 native 
children in 12 native homes and 45 native 
children in non-native foster homes, and one 


child presently away without leave. 


6. With insufficient staff we have been 
a unable to engage the native communities north 


of the 50th parallel in the kinds of dialogue 
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“necessary to arrive at a meaningful service 
COVSsupport a family life that is now hard 

set by unemployment, landlessness, alcoholism 
and poor housing and an education system that 
rather than complementing the traditional 
native values is endeavouring to supplant it 


with white values and traditions. 


"It seems as if experience has taught 
us that we need to explore alternative ways of 
Servicing the area by initiating discussions 
with the Chiefs and band councils and other 
native organizations and agencies living and 


working north of the 50th parallel. 


"Our Board in its discussion with the 
Council of Constance Lake Reserve #92,and this 
isethe heart Of our brief, is accepting’ the 
principle that the solutions to problems 
encountered by native families should come 
from within the local community and the right 
to deal with those problems rests primarily 


with the native people. 


"In keeping with this principle, we, 
as an administrative agent of the provincial 
government are prepared to enter into negotia- 
tions with the local Band Council to serve as 
a resource to them in identifying needs and 
providing resources to meet these needs 
appropriately. The recognition of this prin- 
ciple raises a multitude of questions that 
relates to our service to the people living 


mOrth of: the S0th. parallel. 


5 =. | s at | rer yon nile : 
7 vo itt Ty eager 
Ul | | eee Lin pia a harley, qi 
Seen Nem Ane ne 
_ 


wi ia j Pir 4 «inet ter 
' J 


| ov 2 L.@ ele tues | Rion 
, e . et a’ ahi fare a7 Sty wey 


| i i . +p Pip i To ms os 
5 i . ' al abi and ay a 


iva f; i are As gxlahvaen Uy 
\, el y , Pare ere i: wna atiw 
hte! pase WY TSBt 


pit LU even pt itn . 


ae mes =| ‘ 7? 


s ; 
Aedes t Doane ~~) 
| 


oe yo oe peace ats al 
. = f iQ ’ > pe wai olay af 
. | . Lydes": Jen “st Beastanopie | fe ~ 
| : ie 
oak ett atisiv aatt a 
. : ba Ps nee j : ti 4 md [ x af ay 
“<< c ote ‘BA Bi is Og 
: esist 19! 


A a 
ab? gat s@¢ininee aa. en 
- ft { : . 


| f i : n ; : 
- | ra wyetQ ose ee ot ae 
oe!) | ) iter} ed HMekve andi? 
1 \ . y Pd 
aT be aaaits ot derteroaes a," 


| joa OF wNAgtomde paipivon 
7 oa wey SE BE IER © 


| oe 7 ne | 2s Pe a 
| i | h ave" 4 or sax ot : 
7 a aii a tied sibel, ai 10 O71 ihe ia 


if! f oD 4's\e8 : i 


| : oe) 7 . a] j i ra Avie « ant> tc a a 


ihe 


THOMAS F. CONLIN SES4 


OFFICIAL REPORTER 


"We have three questions for you in 


this respect. 


4 ie What new mechanisms will evolve to 
assure accountability for service to and by 


the native people? 


10 Zs How will these mechanisms relate to 


the existing ones and to the funding sources? 


3% How should we best appropriate our 
resources, Skills and experience to the native 


workers and community? 


"At present, we are aware that the 
20 Federal-Provincial agreement is being reviewed 
and we are hopeful that they too are listening 
to your hearing for direction and recommenda- 
GUOnS | Ubt eis “our fopinion “thatiprogresseawill 
only best be served if it respects the basic 
philosphy of social work, that is self- 


determination." 
30 


| (In French) 
Mr. Chairman, our brief may have seemed to 


you to be very cut and dried. If you will permit me just 
a moment of levity I would like to relate a very short 
ScOry that serves to illustrate a point very well. It con= 
cerns a little Japanese fellow whose family had emigrated 

le to Toronto and who was placed in a school where he was not 

| within his native setting. This little Japanese fellow's 
name was Itu. Now Itu had managed after a lot of trouble 
to grasp a few words of the English language and by using 
his name and adjectives managed to convey what he was trying 


to say. He would say for example: "Itu hungry" and point to 
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himself and the people would realize that he was hungry, or 
he would say: "Itu cold" and people would realize that he 
was cold. Well, one day it just so happened that poor little 
Itu had to go to the washroom and it was one of these big 
fancy Toronto washroomswhere the urinals are quite high so 
he needed the assistance of the teacher and he asked her to 
help him up. So she finally understood what it was he was 
trying to say and she got him up but being a very tall lady 
Shen puL. himsvup’ quite highs. Itu sort .of, said, “Ttushion a22u 
high". She finally understood that he was up too high above 
the urinal so she promptly proceeded to lower him but put 
him far too low and Itu hastened to say: "Itu low, Itu low" 


20 Semone tCriedetoradjust him againgbutehe saidz,"itiwidare™ 


Mr. Chairman, the point I want to make with 
Ehus Story 1S that 1 hope that we are not living In an area 
which 1S situated too high on the map of Ontario that we 
will not get the recognition we deserve. We also hope that 
our brief will not rank too low in the opinion of the 
ian Commission, that it will be ignored. And finally, we 
sincerely hope that it is not too late to do something for 
the wealth of our future which is our children. Thank you, 


Sirs 
THE COMMISSIONER: Thanks very much. 


MR. LASKIN: Mr. Polsiford, excepting the 
basic principle which you just outlined in your brief did I 
gather from a remark that you made earlier on that you feel 
that the provisions of the Child Welfare Act for example 


are inappropriate to native communities? 


MR. POLSIFORD: They certainly are in the 


present context because - and I think mostly because the 
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provisions of the Child Welfare Act from what I gather have 
been drawn up by people working in offices in Toronto. I 
would like to give you a concrete and definite example of 
this. We received in the mail, sometime in December, late 
December, some kind of working paper so that we could have 
input into the present revisions which are scheduled to the 
Child Welfare Act and it was stipulated very clearly on 
there that we had until January 3lst to submit our recommen- 
dations. Now I ask you how can we humanly proceed to some 
kind of decent input into this revision when you take into 
account that we have to represent, just the size of it; to 
try and get people together to formulate some kind of a 
brief. I ask you also how we could present intelligent 
recommendations when we, you know, we had barely a month 

to get everything ready and when we have many members on 
our Board who are certainly not familiar with the Child 
Welfare’ Act™as It is. I feel that if the Ministry were 
Sincere in its desire to have consultation, to have input 
from the people that it would be doing or it should be 
doing exactly what you are doing now, and that is going 
from community to community and getting the input from the 
people because they are the ones who should have the say; 


not necessarily those people down in Toronto. 


MR. LASKIN: Are there any specific provisions 
that you can think of now or any specific ways in which that 
Act is implemented which make it inappropriate, say in native 


communities? 


MR. POLSIFORD: Well, I believe the = on page 
2 of our brief we presented the twelve basic problems which 
we have had to face and the fact for example that we have to 


have our administrative staff service this area from Kapus- 
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kasing. Right away you have a great big gulf separating, 
you know, the workers from their administrators, “but the 

Way Che ACLeis*sét up thistis therwaycitids. Kapuskasing 
is the head office, that is where it is to be located and 


that is where the administration is to be done from. 


Also, the big problem as we have mentioned 
in the brief, the question of education. Now, if there 
were some provision in the Child Welfare Act to have train- 
ing so that native social workers could be developed this 
would help to overcome many of those problems which we have 


mentioned. Perhaps Mr. Beaudreau would like to add some- 


mening. CO that. 


MR. BEAUDREAU: If I may add, Mr. Chairman, 
I think it would be unwise for us as white people to say 
there are particular provisions within the Child Welfare 
Act which are inadequate in terms of servicing the native 
famidieshe Tsthink the>point that is trying) to-beimade. is 
that the Child Welfare Act was developed without the input 
of native people and is being imposed on native people. 
i ™ certain that if the native people were given the oppor- 
tunity to study this Act and the opportunity to revise it 
according to their own values and their own family life- 
Style that there may be a lot of things within the Child 
Welfare Act that they would like to retain but they haven't 
been given that opportunity and I think if we are to continue 
developing services north of the 50th parallel for native 


people that certainly they should be involved in that process. 


MR. LASKIN: And they aren't being directly 
now on this latest revision, they're not being directly 


involved? 


MR. POLSIFORD: Certainly not this community; 


le 


_ _¢ 


_ 
ty 
a a = 7 


= 
= 


=%t = er x 
Va > @$4'5 hiad poate si ape 


2g wid oe aha 82. 300 e 


4OMAS F. CONLIN 3197 


OFFICIAL REPORTER 


they are in a sense that we have one Board member here but 
the Children's Aid Society as a whole are given one month 
to react to a major policy revision and that relates to a 
very important piece of legislation which touches upon the 
basic philosophy of child welfare in this province / “and -L 


think that to me seems to be untacrs 


MR. LASKIN: Thanks very much, gentlemen. 


THE COMMISSIONER: I think the message you 


deliver is very clear, gentlemen, thank you very much. 


MR. LASKIN: Could you leave us one copy? 


Mr. Beaudreau, could you leave us one copy of your brief? 


=—--SXHIBIT NO. 306: Submission of North Cochrane 
District Family Services: 


MR. LASKIN: I understand that Action Moosonee 
will not be making a presentation this evening? SO that .our 
next presentation will be the Moosonee Metis Association 


and will be made by Miss Bonnie Trapper. 
BONNIE TRAPPER 


Justice Hartt and Commission, ladies and 
gentlemen. Today we are gathered in this gymnasium to 
express Our various views and opinions as to what we feel 


should be happening and what is happening. 


Let us look for a brief moment at the cover 
of the information package provided by the Commission for 
the public. If you notice there is a picture of geese and 
fis Vine this picture’ is a Lone goose which appears behind 


the rest of the flock in the distance. Is the lone goose 


: 
% 
7 
J 
- 
Les it cay ac saviten 
at 
ne ron shies a wy 
a 
’ 26¢ (On Tine 
o | al 
' ve A= a at? 
( ot nd ee | Lg axe 
- 
7 G 5 ae oo bt 
_ 
; SS4Aa T 41 wie 
e : | a 
7 * i>'7 | areal ae 7 
poukskv a0, 2 wie 
\ 2 : ‘a Deer et orl bid : 
a) er « 
* y 193 , ; 7 
ce | - 7 y _— G 
| ie wainpag Boi Fwerossds out 
_ 
ico wees! gutisiog 
bk @ryar<g alas ae a 2 
ise) deel? ot3- io fast 
- : _ 
. | . | . . _ 
7 tae 
: =e as . 
. a | ; [oe 
ul : - 
_ a” - 7 
_ ‘ oF “ : _ 


HOMAS F. CONLIN 


OFFICIAL REPORTER 3198 


behind because he doesn't know his role or is he confused? 

We as Metis people often feel like the lone goose and become 
confused as to our position with relation to society in 
general, and like many of us I am sure when it comes to 
economic, social and cultural development we just stay behind 
and watch at a distance because we are confused at what is 


going on. 


As it is well apparent today we are not sit- 
ting behind; we are just expressing - we are expressing our 
feelings about the north and it gives us a great rewarding 
feeling when there is someone here primarily to listen 


instead of questioning the motives behind everything we say. 


The Commission will be hearing many views and 
Priorities Of different individuals, associations- and 


Organizations. 


Here in Moosonee there are approximately 400 


Metis people. 


| Our priorities are in education, housing, 


employment and recreation. 


Regarding education, we have in Moosonee two 
elementary schools and one high school. It is my belief 
that the primary function of all educational systems in this 
area should be to promote unity among the different elements 
in our community, as well as a feeling of competent partici- 
pation and equal progress with the rest of the Canadian 


society. 


In addition, regarding education, we are con- 
stantly being told to gain as much education as we can. 
This view seems slightly idealistic when one is faced with 


the reatity of high unemployment and a lack of job oppor- 
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tunities which we, as a semi-isolated community, must face. 
It appears sad that so many of our young people today either 
accept defeat through lack of local employment or must leave 
their native area in order to use their acquired skills in 


the south where they may or may not be lucky enough to be 
hired. 


With regard to employment, when the Onakawana 
mine opens, hopefully, this will create jobs for the people 
in our area, but out of these jobs what percent will be open 
for the residents of Moosonee and Moose Factory and the 
coastal communities? Will it be a quarter, a third or a 
half? I certainly hope it will be as close to a half as 
possible because we are Subifering from <a high rate: of 
unemployment. Consequently because of the unemployment rate 


it puts serious stresses on many families in this area. 


On the other hand, we cannot just have more 
Opportunities for employment and not take into consideration 
the problems of housing and recreational facilities. If the 
population in our community is to increase we must have 
adequate housing in a price range which people will be able 
Oo aLrOrd . 


We have at present recreational facilities 
which are adequate for the community's need as we now stand. 
In the James Bay Education Centre (gymnasium), the gymnasium 
is not normally open at night for various sports activities. 
The Metis' Community Hall which will be opened to all members 
of the community this coming Summer will house a drop-in 
centre for the youth, as well as being available for various 
Organizational activities. Swimming, curling and hockey 
facilities are housed at the former Canadian Forces Base and 


are adequate, but inconvenient for the majority of the com- 
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munity due to the distance involved. This is why we would 
strongly recommend as much aid as possible in the financing 
of the proposed new indoor-outdoor recreational complex in 
the downtown Moosonee. This would result in a modern, 
easily accessible facility which would be entirely adequate 
for our present needs, and go a long way towards meeting 


the needs of an increased population. 


In closing, I “would like ‘to thank the 
Commission for the opportunity to present this brief and I 
hope, as a result of the hearing here in Moosonee, that we 
as a community will have the chance to unite and progress, 
not only through our brief but also on behalf of all others 


who have presented briefs. 
Thank you. 
MR. LASKIN: Thank you, Bonnie. 


Our next speaker will be Bishop Leguerriere, 


who is going to address the Commission with a few words. 


BISHOP LEGUERRIERE 


Mr. Judge Hartt, ladies and gentlemen. I am 
really caught by surprise because I was asked to say these 
few words two minutes ago. -But I think I have a right to 
speak and the main thing why I have a right to speak is my 
34 years in the area. So, in a sense I have a right to 


Speak more than those who are just 30 years old. 


And I did not prepare a brief. A brief was 
prepared by what we call Project North which is a brief 
prepared by the churches. The brief was prepared and pre- 


sented to the Hearing in Timmins in the month of November 
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and I just want to say that I endorse the brief, that I have 
nothing to change in it and this is our brief so I thought 


not to read another brief here. 


But I want to say how important is the 


Commission that is going around the north now. As we know 


s we have very big problems: social problems, economic 
problems, and we do hope that the result of this Commission 
will be recommendations to the Ontario Government so that 
it would improve this situation in our northern communities. 

So this is what I wanted to say. 
(In Indian) Thank you. 
20 
THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you. 
MR. LASKIN: Our next speaker is Mr. 
Frederick Whiskeychan. I believe we had your brother 
interpreting for us this afternoon. 
a FREDERICK WHISKEYCHAN 


I may sound like one of the black sheep in 
the family, but I am against development. Development mean- 
ing to lakes around me, the waters which come from the taps 
whieh TehavestOuturn on to take ratdrink (of waterx-eit 
deprives me of the nature of the water, that is to go down 
to the river and fetch that water and respect that water 
that much more. Same way with the furnaces which it 
eakes to heattthiseplace;.the- fire whichwis iin the furnace. 
For - in making my fire in the morning it strengthens me, 
it gives me respect that much more in myself and my surround- 
angs Of this world. That is, the things around me; my body 


you see here in front of me today and the words which flow 
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from me that from my spirit, that much is from my mind. 

My body, too,which I come here to this world to learn so 

that I may grow spiritually. My body is a tool which each 

day I must sharpen so that like an axe, like any tool must 

be sharpened so that it can be used in a proper way and 

the best way, in its essence. SO now I have around 

me people, my brothers will speak of development, will 

speak of restoring a poor house into a rich, not necessarily 

rich but a home which is deprived of poorness, of - and the 

food which I eat, the food which I consume, the food which 

sustains me, it's further and further away; that is the 

noise that comes with this new way of life. The food goes 

20 further and further away: the animals, the rivers, the 
erees,;, aillthat. And Il eat this food to sustain me so thar 
I may live, so that my children may live so that I may teach 
my children what I have in my heart that which - so I can 
give them the best of life and what life has to offer in 
Chis;world; in this world, for there are many worlds, it as 
neL Only this’ one world. And this. world at this time is in 

fe a very sad state and must somehow, I don't know how, but 


| make itself whole again, make itself pure again. 


I didn't come here with a brief, that is I 
mean a piece of paper, writing down my thoughts, because I 
heard this was going to be a Hartt Inquiry, so I come to 
inquire in my heart and I speak that which is in my heart, 
Hiemy Ssoulv’Or in my spirit, iCall itwwhat you Tike ‘but there 
Meeouch a thing as the spirit, that is. the Spirit, in freee, 
Phe) Spirit which is’in the waters, the spirit “which Ws an 
the fire, in all the elements of this world. We don't have 


the right to take away to destroy this world. 


I would speak more but there is more in my 
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heart but that is all I am going to say at this”time: I 

do not - what I speak may sound like a fairy tale or-it may 
be a dream but the way things were as my grandfather spoke 
Of are - people living today speak of, as I speak of here 
today is what I live, may not die. That's all. 


10 MR. LASKIN: Thank you, Frederick. 


OUT snext ~—presentabkion 1S Going to, be by 
Wa-Wa-Ta, who are just behind me here, and will be made by 
Garnet Angeconeb. You've always been behind us, Garnet, now 
you're facing us. 


GARNET ANGECONEB 


"Mr. Commissioner, we wish to present to 
present to you a brief on the importance of com- 
.-munications in the Treaty #9 region. A summary of 
progress made in providing communication services 


to date, and a set of goals and recommendations for 


7?) 


the further development of communications in the 
Treaty #9 area. Wa-Wa-Ta believes that the 
development of communications is vital to the 
development of the Treaty #9 region. A reliable 
and accessible communication system can enable the 
people to share and discuss information they need 
to make decisions about matters which affect them. 
The communication system thus becomes a vital tool 
which enables native people to participate in their 


own development. 
"THE IMPORTANCE OF COMMUNICATION 


"We want to emphasize to you the importance 
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"Of communication in our region. Our communities 
have no roads; we are dependent on the airplane 
beyond, the range of our»boatstand ski-dooss Air- 
plane service is not cheap. It costs about the 
same to fly the 275 miles from Sioux Lookout to 
Big Trout Lake as it costs to fly from Toronto 
to Thunder Bay, a distance more than three times 
as far, so that we must charter planes 
to reach the smaller communities. Flying is 
dependent on weather, as you are sure to learn 
when you come to visit us. Even in clear weather 
our smaller communities without airstrips are 

Ye isolated for several weeks during freeze up and 


break up. 


"There are also several problems with 
the mail services which make good telecommunica- 
tions all the more important. Not everything can 
be done by telephone. We have to resort to some 


unusual and expensive methods to get vital infor- 


oO 


mation into the communities. For example, to 
distribute copies of the Wawatay supplement on 
the hearings during freeze up we chartered planes 
to drop papers tied in green garbage bags into 
the communities. This may be the first Royal 
Commission that has literally bombarded people 
with information! Reliable communication in 
emergencies is vitally important, particularly 

in smaller communities without nurses or Ontario 
Provincial Police, and without a local airplane 
available. For this reason alone, we believe 
that every community must have reliable telephone 


service. In a region where travel is so difficult 
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Seg te) 


"and expensive, communication is also an impor- 
tant organizing tool - to enable leaders to 
plan meetings, discuss priorities, and make 


decisions: 


"The use of communication in these 
hearings is an example of its importance. The 
telephone has been used to plan, organize, and 
coordinate activities of all the participants. 
Both radio and newspapers are being used to 
inform the people in their own language about 
the hearings so that they will be able to 
follow the statements made so that they will 
20 be prepared to participate in the community 
hearings. We believe that communication is 
also important to the economic development of 
our area by our people. For example, the use 
of the portable two-way radios has increased 
productivity from our fish camps by enabling 
the camps to call a plane to deliver a load 
of fresh fish to market before they spoil. 
Trappers are now uSing two-way radios to keep 
in touch with each other and their communities, 
to summon organizations serving the north, and 


to summon help in emergencies on the trapline. 


"We use communication in many ways to 
administer our activities in the north: To 
coordinate and keep in touch with field workers, 
teachers, nurses, pilots, etc.; do business with 
commercial suppliers, banks, government agencies, 


etc. 
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Vine L971, the Chiefs set the tone tor 
the communication development which has taken 
place in this decade. They cited communications 
as their first priority, and stressed the need 
for reliable communication within the region to 
link families, friends and parents, and to link 
the Chiefs and Councillors who had responsibility 
for planning and administering the development of 
their region. The Chiefs pointed out that with- 
out communication with each other, they were not 
able to plan and organize collectively, and were 
at a major disadvantage compared to the many 
government and commercial organizations that play 
a role in the region. The first step towards 
that goal was the northern pilot project. spon- 


sored by the Department of Communications which 


‘- provided two-way HF radios to six communities and 


start-up funding for the community radio station 
CFTL in Big Trout Lake. The HF radio network was 
expanded to 24 communities with the assistance of 
DOC and the Indian Community Secretariat. Impor- 
tant as the equipment itself, the process of this 
project which involved the Chiefs in all major 
decisions and which emphasized participation of 
the communities in helping with installations, 
Providing a building for the radios, vand in Jrak= 
ing responsibility for the operation and mainten- 
ance oOf.the equipment. The project used .a com- 
munity development approach through field staff 
who worked closely with the communities and who 
provided training in equipment operation and 


Maintenance, radio program production and manage- 
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"ment. 


"In 1973, the Wa-Wa-Ta native communi- 
cations was formed to take over management of 
the northern pilot project two-way radio system, 
to coordinate native communications activities 
in the region, and to keep the people in the 
remote communities informed about communication 
activities and policies that will affect them. 
Wa-Wa-Ta believes that a philosophy of partici- 
pation and community development is the key to 
the development of communications and all other 
services in the Treaty #9 area. In our own 
ee Organization, we received direction from our 
Board of Directors who represent the people of 
the northern communities. We have tried to 
plan our programs to respond to their needs and 
to keep them informed of communication matters 
that will affect them. We are still trying to 
meet the goal of better communication within 
the region. Our High Frequency radio system 
now serves 37 communities, and we have made 
radios available to people on the trapline and 
the hunting and, fishing camps. These) trail 
communication systems will still be needed even 
when the telephones are available in all the 
° communities. We have provided assistance to 

communities interested in starting their own 
radio stations. Muskrat Dam is now on the air, 
and there are plans to assist more communities 


in setting up community radio. 


"Wa-Wa-Ta also publishes a monthly 
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"newspaper, the WaWaTay News, in English and 
on dndivan syllabics also providing translation 
services. However, we are pleased that the 
communication needs of this area are now also 
being addressed by the common carriers and 
the CBC. Under the remote northern tele- 
communications project, Bell Canada with the 
financial assistance of the Ontario Ministry 
of Transportation and Communications is pro- 
viding reliable telephone service to 22 com- 
munities for the first time. Three James Bay 
coast communities will receive reliable 


20 service from Ontario, Northland. 


"Under the accelerated coverage plan, 
the CBC will provide raio and television 
service to communities with a population of 
500 or more. In the Treaty #9 region, the 
communities of Big Trout Lake, Fort Hope, New 
Osnaburgh, Pikangikum, Sandy Lake, Attawapiskat, 
Fort Albany and Kashechewan will receive 
service. The CBC has offered access to the 
local radio transmitters to communication 
societies in these communities. Sandy Lake is 
already on the air, and other communities are 
preparing “ror 'lecal access. The CBC through 
f°) radio station .CBO.in Thunder, Bay.2s calso 

sponsoring a weekly Cree language program 
which is already very popular with those who 


can receive it. 


"WHAT REMAINS TO BE DONE 


"Much progress has been made but much 
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20 


"work remains to be done to meet the communi- 
cation needs of the Treaty #9 people. To 
southerners, it may seem that we have done 
very well. Most of our people now have tele- 
phone service and the largest centres have 
CBC service as well. But population figures 
ane misleading. Lt 1ss0of no consolation to 
the residents of Summer Beaver to hear that 
Bell Canada is providing service to 22 com- 
munities when he is still relying on a two- 
way radio. There are 7 permanent communities 


with no reliable telephone service planned. 


"Even having a telephone in a com- 
munity may be a mixed blessing - if there is 
only one telephone. The Chiefs of Sachigo 
and Muskrat Dam have pointed out that one pay 
phone is entirely inadequate because it will 
present hardship for the people to come from 
all over the village to make and receive 
calls, and it will not be easily accessible 
in emergencies, especially at night. The 
Chiefs have questioned the wisdom of invest- 
ing in a multi-million dollar communication 
program and then providing only one pay phone 


im chet. COmmuans ty. 


"There are other problems concerning 
the quality of our telecommunication services. 
Breakdowns in the local exchange service may 
not be repaired for weeks. People may get 
charged for calls they did not make on phones 


that did not work. It may take hours to get 
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ane i 


"a circuit in or out of some communities. We 


have tried all day to get through to the one 
telephone in Lac Seul. ‘These problems are 

not insurmountable. In a few minutes we will 
Outline to you some ways we think they might 
be solved. “But they do point out that there 


are still many issues to be resolved. 


"Concerning broadcasting, the needs 
are greater still. Radio has become a vital 
source of information to the people in our 
region. Many of them have used the radio to 
learn about this Commission and to discuss its 
importance to them. But access to radio in 
Our area is still very limited. Our communities 
are Smalls 925, of them dao not quality for CBC 
service. Other ways must be found to bring 


radio service to them. 


"Again, statistics may be misleading. 

Our largest communities will receive CBC service, 
and they represent about 20% of the remote popu- 
lation. But considering the frustrations of the 
people of Bearskin Lake, Wunnimmun Lake and. King- 
fisher Lake who are to be served by the same 
microwave system that will bring radio and TV to 
Big Trout Lake, while they will receive no 


broadcasting service at all. 


"We are making efforts to find ways of 
extending radio services by helping communities 
to start their own stations or to receive the 
Signal from another community. We had hoped 


that the new telecommunications system would 
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"help us to develop a regional radio network. 
But it appears that the technology is divid- 
ing us from each other as much as it is tying 
us together. We cannot afford to link com- 
munities with satellite service such as 
Muskrat Dam to those with terrestrial service 
such as Sandy Lake or Sioux Lookout. To do 
sO we would have to lease a line all the way 
back to Allen Park near Toronto to get onto 
the Satellite. Not even the CBC can afford 
to do this, so Fort Hope which will receive 
CBC programming by satellite, will not get 

20 the programs from Thunder Bay, which provide 
much useful information about northwestern 
Ontario. 

"GOALS FOR COMMUNICATION DEVELOPMENT IN 
NORTHERN ONTARIO 

"We propose the following goals for 


s communication service in the Treaty #9 region: 


1. Reliable telephone service for all per- 


manent settlements; 


2. Local telephone exchange service for all 


communities that request this service; 


3. Radio broadcast coverage of every com- 
40 Munity, with programming, that reflecus che 
' cultural needs of the region, e.g. includ- 
| ing programming in native languages and 
programming relevant to native people in 


the region; 


4, Participation by the norther communities 


in all decisions on communication services 
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See 


that affect us; 


Participation by native people in the 
delivery of communication services through 
training and jobs in communication equip- 
ment operation and maintenance, administra- 


tion, and media production. 


Ongoing efforts to develop communication 
systems and services that meet the needs 


of the remote communities. 


"RECOMMENDATIONS TO THE COMMISSION 


55 
10 
6. 
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20 
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HEARINGS IN THE COMMUNITIES: Because of 
the difficulties with communication and 
transportation that we have described to 
you, we join with others who have urged 
you to hold hearings in all the northern 
communities. Only then can you be sure 
that all native people will have had an 


opportunity to express their opinion. 


A STUDY OF COMMUNICATION REQUIREMENTS : 
Because we believe that communication is 
sO amportant to the participation of 
native people in northern development, we 
recommend that the Commission should in- 
clude communication in the topics that it 
investigates. A comprehensive plan should 
be developed which would include all the 
communication requirements of the region. 
We recommend that a study to identify 
these requirements and means of meeting 


them should be conducted as part of the 
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planning process. 


3 CO-ORDINATION OF GOVERNMENT AGENCIES: We 
recommend that the Commission should 
examine mechanisms for better co-ordina- 
tion among the various organizations 
involved in providing communication ser- 


vices to the region." 


On behalf of Wa-Wa-Ta thank you very much 
for the time. 


THE COMMISSIONER: Thanks very much, Garnet. 


MR. LASKIN: Thanks very much, Garnet. 


te Ae | eNOe su 72 Submission of Wa-Wa-Ta Native 
Communications Society. 


| MR. LASKIN: Ladies and gentlemen, that 
completes the list of presentations which I know about. 
As of now, is there anyone else in the audience who would 
) like to speak this evening? 
If there is not I know Commissioner Hartt 
has a =-- 


Yes, sir. 
JOEL LINKLATER 


I was here for MDAB earlier. By closing this 
hearing I would just like to say a few words that comes to 
my mind. In our living here in Northern Ontario, what I 
| would like to say is that - in regards to living, earning 
+ our living, our wages, I was up to the nuclear south a year 


. ago in a place where you call Douglas Point, where they 
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built the nuclear power, and I went there as a foreman 
carpenter and I was earning over $10 an hour working in 
there. The labourers were getting over $8 an hour and 
here in Moosonee the tradesmen not even earning that money, 
what the labourers are earning down south, and yet the 
merchandise where they are living are very much cheaper 
than here. Like, for example: Last week on a Cochrane 
paper on one bag of 50 lbs. of potatoes were $2.55. At 

the same week here in Moosonee were $11.75 and the gasoline 
mere were sl. l0 a gallon. At Fort: Albany 1t"s 5$3.00, ia 
Salibon. AS you go up to Winisk they're $5.00 a gallon 
and the wages are lower as the prices are going up. And 
what is concerning me, why the Government can't make 
exceptions in regards to our cost of living here. Regard- 
less of where you go in Northern Ontario you still pay the 
Same price when you buy a liquor anywhere in Ontario and 
this is why I would like to say a few words on this. Thank 


you. 


MR. LASKIN: Is there anyone elSe in the 
audience who would like to speak this evening? May I have 


your name? 
A. ‘My name is James Locke. 


THE COMMISSIONER: Yes, James. 
JAMES LOCKE 


Let me just get started here. 


"Almost everybody in Moosonee and 
Moose Factory live off the land in some 
way. For instance, we use it for clothing, 


food, living space, hunting grounds, to 
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Y look -ati<and be yproud.of , for beauty. © )And 
then for some company to come in and take 
PA -coway, nun wit wl Sure, itheytsaid pat 
would be OK. But look what has happened to 
Elliot Lake; look at the problems they're 
having, and the pulp and paper industries, 

10 polluting the water with mercury, killing 
the fish and the animals that eat the fish 
and people. 


Let's look at the problem that is 
going to affect us the most. Onakawana is 
nothing but a big swamp: So say the mining 

te) industry, but they're wrong. My parents 
and I went out in the so-called swamp. We 
saw ten grouse one Saturday and more than 
tial Onvounday, not, including the two 
_Magansers and some moose tracks and some 
bear tracks, and the tree roots’ and the 


bog, ugly, rotten, swampy, so-called but 


q some of them are hundreds of years old and 
the bog probably developed from the glacier 
when it melted. So I am asking you, is it 
worth it, worth the money, worth the jobs, 
tsere really worth 2" 

Thank you. 

«) 


I MR. LASKIN: Thank you, James. 


==——F XHIBIT- NO. 308: Submission of James Locke. 


MR. LASKIN: Is there anyone else in the 


audience who would like to speak? I know Commissioner 
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Hartt has some closing remarks but before that if I could 
just make a couple of announcements about tomorrow. As the 
schedule indicates we will be in Moose Factory starting at 
9:30 in the morning. I understand that there will be a 
lunch served for all those who are in attendance at about 
12:30 in the Parish Hall; it's pay as you eat and there will 
then in the evening be a feast around seven o'clock for 
everyone who is there followed by a dance. And after we 
adjourn this evening there's some coffee and cookies outside 
and I urge those of you who are here to stay and talk. 

There will be members of the Commission staff who will be 
still here if you wish to talk informally. RE not, -eanore 
you will all come out tomorrow and I would like to thank you 


for being here this evening. 
Commissioner Hartt. 


: THE COMMISSIONER: Thanks, John. Despite 
what you have to say I really have very little say. I did 
not come here to speak, I came to listen, to try to under- 
stand. You have taught me a great deal today but I have a 


great deal more to learn. 


As John said we're invited to go to Moose 

Factory tomorrow. We will be there, and that will complete 
the preliminary hearings of. this Commission. Some of you 
might know that it was the intention of the Commission to 
conduct these preliminary hearings, preliminary meetings, 
at different spots across the north and this will be 
followed by a preliminary report. I have said very, very 
little during the course of the hearings here and during 
the course of the other hearings that have been conducted 
across Northern Ontario, but I will have some rather 


pointed things to say in that report and we hope to have 
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At avarlable in about a month’s time. 


Thankyou. Very auch Tor coming ouc., “1 hope 
pouscce VOU, cOMmOLrrow and Vi Tt “dornot: 1 hope itor be back™to 
Moosonee very soon and I hope to see you then. Thank you 


very much. 


== AHL BLT NO. 309: Submissvon Of ROSS Lrwin- 


---Adjournment. 
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NORTHERN ENVIRONMENT 
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Hearing held at Moose Factory, 
Ontario, on February 2nd, orion 
on commencing, at 9:30 a.m. 


Thomas FEF. Conlin, 
Official Reporter. 
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Pebpuary: 2g 702) foe 


ae On commencing at 9:30 alm. 


EETER MITION:® “Comld we Stave cdays 
proceedings please. I would like to call upon James 


Wesley to open with a prayer. 
(Indian prayer) 


PEVER MITTON: “I would Like to call ween 


James Wesley to make a presentation at this time. 
MRS.MARY LOU IAHTAIL (translator) 


I would like to introduce our elder James 
Wesley and he is originally from Kashechewan and James Bay 
and he has a presentation to do on behalf of all tie ere 


in the area. 


The first thing I would like “to, say @s.12 
give thanks to our Creator who has made this gathering 


possible Lor’ all of ‘us. 


Tt also thank our Creator for being parser. 
On my part to wait'for this time to come. He has hisjown 
tame. to make these things possible for the whate peopise 
and the Indians to sit together and to come together and 


listening to one another. 


When we heard about this gathering we have 


. thought and thought about this gathering and since we have 


been preparing in thought we have come to the conclusion 


to inform you in our thinking. We have thought of our 
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Creator first because He has made things possible, He has 
given everyone, the white people, intelligence and He gave 
PtetOythe Indian..also, and, He, made. this: earth that we Live 


ine rOr.all of us.as, equal to the white people, to the Indianeem 


Our Creator did not give intelligence and 
10 the white knowledge to the white man only. He also gave it 


to the Indians. 


| 
i 
i 
¥ 
i] 


T thank that..i€ is, time that evervone, on 
us realized that the very first one who has created this 


earth and who has intelligence is our Creator and it's time 


POteadieoOn 1S, to,.realize thus and to benefit. 


oO 


And I would like to present this carving 
mat whas put our thoughts into it. Our thoughts of onz 
intelligence are in there that our Creator gave us and 


ties Lawould Likes to, present. to; all,of you. 


And we have included the plans of our 
Creator when He first made this earth and the intelligence 
of our Creator that came from Him and we have included 
an intelligence to all of us that was included when He 


created the earth. 


And the carving was carved on the Kashechewan 
Reserve in '67 and all our thoughts were put together and 
this represents of all. the thinking, and intelligence of ald 


the Crees in James Bay area. 


Do not be too surprised in seeing that other 


beople do.think. Just continue to think that our, Creator 
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makesmthings first “and needs those things’ the way ne 
intends them to go. He also gave everyone intellicence 
wake, Pevsaid) ‘before ‘and equality and tthis® symbolizes today 


this is the way we think. 


And the round thing that you see. on the 
bop represents the earth and the people ‘that Metihas put 
imside the earth. And the cross represents ‘our Creator 
end GheulLrinity) and ‘the son ‘of God"dved) on the @rose.205 


everyone Ofius in this earth. 


And our Creator holds the globe, the whole 
globe with his hands and looks after it day by day for all 
of us. The flag represents when the first government came 
to James Bay area to meet the Indians for the first time in 
ib ead hays 


This represents the bible the British 
government had when they first came to see the Indian 
people in James Bay area. This bible says, in translating, 
do not be afraid, just believe, and we as native people 


today, we shall not be afraid because we believe. 


On the other side of the bible you will 
Beemiti isi written’ in the’ English Language And at the 
bottom you see the’ Indian head with the feathers around 
Pie head of an Indian and this represents that eum Creator 
also created Indians and this Indian represents that we 
euulimhopes and ‘be liveve>ins our Creator .") Ne.thast Looked atte: 
Tenever™ since our Creator put us on this Garpchtand we 
still believe today that He will look after us until we 


reach what He had intended for us in the next world because 


o>1 eh eae a 
9 ae es de 


. ? ©). ee TT cae ok 

= i ® . + : im ae Pa -_ ins a. a 7 
ax 

a - f oe 7 


ofr wr bee ane ty Ge ea — Bis. 


ity got 2 2089 o'nged salt Gre Sie 


©, 


' 
| | jatear>. 1H O70e407o07 FER wilt a 

i es) eters wha 86 Be ct ta" *) aot acts Mi yobabea 
; 2 —_ - a ac? 1 as aw te : 
9 ti i paar aca Pee 

= ig » Cant: Di>eetindly a nat vosaied wo bie 


jdm nt, Ha @ de of te iw estat bed eral: mf dati 
seo Janene ae ed ate ive: vinseaaqe: pall oe 4 vie 


. ees ae! mA at aguregi alt nein 2 ante yes annals 
a, TON 4 - é 7 4 CF 


- 
a 2 


chee Al with ane) atta rye es: ; 

vacant ate tee ol. eego FS 7 goats asfu Beil snamegt evap 

of » (KPa 12.8, 98 af-ttd esa : erie a4 game, af atqasd 
pi MEAN, Ge os: abe exited gus, ,bietls ad 408 <a 

1 yet Fed ‘ey orl hinats a Jon finde ow - tahog 


=" 
fy, “ele? ‘ ait’ in) Ae ro of3 “nt 7 
: i eee oe Egat ad 2 wk $2 ti at.-22 
br ate! HT Cle bev’ nnikeat ees ose tel nnttom 
)eAn@ ium ili enanetdeas Gi Bae netael: oy +9 baad! 
so» em 6bhv.atamne eeteal eiee ets iat bot betes on fh 
pus’ ee | Jenadens a 23 Seeiiad “ore: eqothil bE 
rvs © . o@ Dis go (142? ge 8 jung. anSeen Sonty sont a tavi 
| i a es ie (opo6 waok Filwyen fede Yobu? evelses stiae 


fan fee +c arte al eff vat tebdein] bet of Jui a 


3222 


IOMAS F. CONLIN 


OFFICIAL REPORTER 


10 


re) 


We rinddans Go believe there is physical and spiritual Jife 
andwrt weirdo believe in the spiritual life no matter 
what bappens wei 'stil) shave, ithat «spi nitual-wvalue 

Ghativis going “to, strengthen and sustain! us: toscontinue toa 


meetranybedyyvart, doesn’t matter who Tt is in thus worud. 


At this time I would like to present this 
to Batmick Hantt, thisycarving because our jemi, 
our thoughts are being shared to you and this is our 
Sincere wish to you that you were chosen once again to 
come to the Indians to try to talk things all over again 
and may everything that is included in this carving guide 


you in everything in your proceedings and to all of us. 


And I'm asking you to carry this amoung @wi@ 
you when you go to different Indians so that it will 


guide you and help you in working towards our Creator. 
Thank you very much for your attention. 


THE COMMISSIONER: May I say very briefly 
sir, how appreciative I am of what you have given to me 
and I. assure you that I will carry it with me and wa 
have it with me when I go to visit your individual 
communities. I will remember your words and the symbolism 


behind those words. Thank you very much. 


PETER MITTON: I want to call upon the 


Kashechewan band presentation, Chief Willie Stevens. 
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CHIEF WILLIE STEVENS 


The presentation was made by our Elder,James 
Wesley, Chief Stevens and Sinclair Williams, our Councillor 


from Kashechewan. 


ris Will, be, relating, thisi:stony Erom-wha ten 
have, learned. from. my. former Elders. \Thusesco:y 
will concern the encroachment of the White European 


macer. 


In the past, the time came when an Indian 
had a vision regarding a race of people that would 
come from the East into their land. These people 
would be different, and they would speak a foreign 
language. The Elders that told me of this story 
were: ‘John Wesley, Thomas Stephen and Sandy 
Lazaras. The first place these strange people 
landed was at Rupert's River. These people brought 


with them many different things. 


In our area, on the Albany River by a creek 
called Yellow Creek, our people found a cabin in 
I7Z5"ATD. “This was ‘the first sSettlenmenteby eae 
Hudson Bay Company. These foreigners brought many 
things that were different from what our people 
were using, like’ guns From what” these tnivee 
Elders told me, I learned that our people were not 
hurt by the White Europeans in those days. These 
people operated their guns in this manner: the 
powder was put in first, then the grass wad and 
then the pellets. When these guns were fired they 


made a lot of smoke. And as I mentioned before 
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"these guns) were notused ‘to hurt tour people, 


The reason the Hudson Bay Company settled 
in this*place was because this area had plenty or 
wild riee: such animals as rabbits, marten, beaver) 
etc. The Hudson Bay Company measured the fur pelts 
against “the height of the guns; at that time these 
guns were four to six feet in length. Our people 
did not get to say which gun was to be used in 
measuring the furs. This was how our people used 
to get or buy guns from the Hudson Bay Company, 
and how our people began using the Whiteman's tools. 
Also these White people brought with them clothing 
) and what the Indian people called sacks, a type of 
canvas, these were heavy and thick like a cloth. 
These were used in the beginning as were other 
implements, axes, knives, etc. The White people 
also brought with them different types of imple- 
ments for setting a fire, such as matches. These 
matches when lit smelled so much that people 
coughed from the smoke, and the smell was awful. 
The other type was a steel rod and a flint rock. 
There was black powder at the bottom of the rod 
and when the flint rock was struck it ignited the 
the black powder. The Indian people decided £o 
adopt some of these things from the Whiteman. At 
this time the Indian people were still wearing 
their traditional dress. With the coming of the 
Whiteman the Indians began to adopt some of the 
European's clothing. These people made settle- 
ments along the ‘Albany River. The £irst settie-— 
ment other than Fort Albany, was a settlement 150 


miles west, which was called Fort Hope. Then came 
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"Hamut, and Osnaburgh, this was the length of the 
Hudson Bay Company's route. The Hudson Bay Company 
was supplying all these settlements. They had a 
monopoly on the fur trade and as a result the Hudson 
Bay Company was here for many years. The Indian 
people at that time knew of another party. This 
party was a French company, and this company was 


only there for awhile. 


The’ Elders “said that in their openton 
there was talk about some White visitors coming, 
to discuss’ the trading of Indian land. The ~verson 
that told the people of this situation was a 
minister. The Elders said to us that these people 
approached them suddenly to ask for their land. 
The Commissioners came and as a result the Indian 
people signed the treaty of 1905. This was Treaty 
No. “9. 


This section of this presentation concerns 
the aftermath of Treaty No. 9. ,. On August 3, 29057 
the Indians of our community were visited by the 
Crown's Commissioners who came down the Albany 
River from the west. Our elders told us that the 
meeting place was held outside in the open, at 
that time there was no big buildings other than the 
Hudson Bay Company Store. A Commissioner held a 
Bible in his hand to show the seriousness of their 
intentions. These Commissioners’ that were 
representing the Crown in the negotiation process, 
gave our people one hour to make a decision. In 
that short hour our people did not Nave avenancesr. 


understand or discuss much of what was going on 
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“because of’ the Languade};Jotherythanlto. sayanunat 
theserCommissioners had: authority that represented 
the Crown. In the beginning the Elder people did 
not want to commit themselves. They said, 'We 
don" tikhow whatisiin store:for usin thes future’: 
In further negotiations among themselves, they 
came to a conclusion that they should agree with 
the Treaty, because they wondered what would happen 
to them, if they did not agree with the Commissioners. 
For these reasons they agreed to the Treaty and 
our people hoped that these people would not rule 
over them. When the Commissioners came for an’ 
answer, our people were asked, 'Have you finished? 
If you have then you can show this by raising your 
hand.' This resulted in what appeared to be a 
unanimous decision to agree. The Commissioners 
were surprised, they had yet another proposal, 
andethatrwasse the actual «signing of therTreacy 
Ttself .w Atethe Signing: Of this Treaty theretwere 
members from the communities of Attawapiskat, 
Winisk and Fort Severn. This was the land area 
the Crown wanted. So our people at this meeting 
allesigned.! - After: thes signing they al) hada 
feast to honour this agreement. Everyone was to 
Attend ,.adiktspandnchit drent alike: mtheys wees 
beugivenwpresent’s; tc: In the: fanalsmeetingsene 
following day;~a!l Roman:Catholie praest was present; 
and a Hudson Bay Company representative. The 


Treaty was to show that the Whiteman had good 


intentions. 


After the signing»of the, Treaty our peopic 
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were told that they would be organized in this 


manner, they were to elect a Chief and some 


Councillors to lead them. Each Chief and his people 


would make up a Band for one reserve (community). 


The number of Councillors would depend on the 
population of that community. Our people were 
told that there had to be a hundred people in 


order to elect a Chief, and’ that they coulda elect 


ot 


atCouncillor for each hundred peoplel- The first 
elected ‘chiet ‘was "a Mr. Spence..° The Crown tole 


the people that if they did not like their Chief 


that they had the authority to change him, because 


the reserve was now theirs. In those days our 
people by electing someone stood behind that 
person, the majority did the deciding. The same 
thing applied to the Councillors. A man the 
people supported like Andrew Wesley, could be 
Chief for twenty years or more. At the time the 
Treaty was signed a reserve was not mentioned, 


until the following summer. It was then that a 


reserve system was set up. A Suitable place, where 
there were plenty of trees and dry land had to be 


selected. It was to be resolved among the people 


as to the location of this reserve. The Elders 
looked at the source of food supplies for the 


generations yet to come. This they told to the 


elected representatives so that they would select 


alisuatablemplace: for: our people to dwelid.* = these 


Places are known as Attawapiskat, Winisk and 


Fort Severn. 


In this promise regarding a reservation six 
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" O . ° * 
Men WweLle InVated into a house on Lhe area. These 


>) 


3) 


and I'm 


men were: Andrew Wesley, John Goodwin, David 


Wynne, David Andrew, Xavier Bird from Winisk and 
Joseph Iahtail from Fort Severn. In this Treaty 
our people were promised a sawmill, housing, 
schooling, medical services, doctors, gardening 
tools, vegetable seeds, and livestock, etc. The 
Commissioners clapped the men on their shoulders 
to show their appreciation. The items mentioned 
above were promised to any Indian who would live 
the reserve. Then the Commissioner proceeded to 
say as he pointed to the sun, the river, and the 
grass, 'That as long as you see the sun Shine, 
the river flowing and the grass growing these 


things will be remembered as a promise. While 


you live on this piece of land it will be considered 


yours. Whatever business you have regarding 
trespassers, it would be up to your people to 


decide what to do about it.' When this happened, 


Andrew Wesley was Chief. Preceding Andrew Wesley 


was Moses Wesley who was Chief for twenty years 


and in “all. that amounts to fLoxnty years. Mie 


Elders told us that they soon encountered probiems 


with some Government Wardens concerning their 


traditional (Indian) trapping -and huntingreres.. 


That was a presentation from James Wesley 


doingsto go, on. to Willie Stevens, the Chieieex 


Kashechewan Band's presentation. 


(An Blder spoke about his dite and thesia, 


and how important it is to live off the land.) (He 
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said he was born in the wilderness. On the land 
there were no divisions by community. This Elder 
was raised traditionally by his mother and father, 
he was breastfed the way the Great Spirit intended 
mothers to feed their young. He learned to survive 
in the wilderness with the land. Our people 

did not have stoves to warm themselves with like 
they do today, they used to use open fires to heat 
their tents. This Elder also said that it is 
important to take care of our land,the land that 
the Great Spirit created for our people. We 
learned the ways of survival from the wild 
animals. This Elder shared the experience of all 
the animals living in his area, because he 


actually grew up with them. 


The Department of Indian Affairs did not do 
very much to help our people in those days. This 
Elder said he knows one family that starved to 
death because of the Whiteman. The White people 
refused to share their shelter and food, as we had 


shared with them. 


We the Muskagowak people never really 
realized what the Whiteman was doing to us. They 
have broken the Treaty with our peoples eA 
through the years since 1905, our people have 
beens Livingweff: the: Vand] Most of thesriders 
still talk about the promises the Whiteman made. 
However, seventy years later after the Treaty was 
signed, the Whiteman is now talking about damming 
our rivers for the benefit of their people. This 
is not going to work for our people, and it is not 


going to work for your people. You are destroying 
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“what the Great Spirit has created. We the 
Muskagowak people don't want the Whiteman's 
progress to destroy our area. We have children 
that must have a good place to grow up in, and 


Ehemunknown future. tovcarer about. “ 


That was Willie Stevens and the presentation 


Loe betcontinued by Sinclair Williams; the Conuncalvor: 


"We are very concerned about the Whiteman 
destroying our surroundings. The land and every- 
thing on it iS sacred because the Great Spirit 


made it. 


Our relationship with the land is as sacred 
as a Marriage created by the Great Spirit. This 
Marriage must not be broken ‘or our people canno: 
Survive. Many of our ways are in danger because 
of the European. Our young people are having all 
kinds of problems, young families often break up 
these days. All these bad things that are happening 


to our people have come with your society. It 


seems that the gitts the Great Spirve has sence 
us to use for our good in life are what the Whiteman 
wants, just So he can destroy them. ~ Your sociery 
would like our people to help them destroy these 
Gifts, but we will not Set” this ‘bad; example lian 


our future generations. 
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So let us now think on, all that Nasvbeen 
said by our Leaders, and may the Great Spirit gules 
we through this battle to save, our people and our 


Landa, Thank you.” 
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PETER, MIGTON:. Thank vow very quch., |. Mm 
porty#) (did not, introduce you properly at the beginning. 


That was Archie Wesley reading the paper. 


sa DRM BIT eNO... .310.: Submission by Archie Wesley. 
10 
PETER MEGVONe, Could vijicall sponeGaier 


Fred Wesley from the Attawapiskat Band to give the 


presentation. 
GHIEE sF RED WESLEY. 


MRS. MARY LOU IAHTAIL: He says I have been 
listening ever since yesterday and the last presentation 
and the presentation today it indicates that I have heard 
everybody and speaking on behalf of the native people and 
it is very important to think we also have to think of 
Our spiritual wellbeing to all people. And you are in- 
fluenced in the carving we have just presented and there 

° is such laws made in this world to help those people. We 
have been discussing since yesterday to make up the future 


for the wellbeing of the people. 


It was done in the past that the people 
were given the laws to do such things and they didn't 
Goumuchaaboutwituand, if you.look at the pasts 1m sure 
they lost their life and the creation of all things they 
had because they did not do what our Creator wanted them to 


dow And it: is very important once again to Look at ail 
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parts for physical and the spiritual guidance so that is 


the only way we will be able to have all people. 


And what I would like to stress is that it 
is better for people who are leaving their children and 
their wives and their husbands to be thrown in the darkness 
so that they will be or they will rethink all over again 
rather than seeing their children suffer because of them, 
because it makes me feel bad to bring this up, however, I 
have been very upset for the last month because one of my 
Sisters has gone and left her children and if we don't do 
anything about this I'm sure she is not going to survive 
either. She's going to lose everything, her life and her 
spiritual life, a very poor life and we do not know what 
to do to help her. 


PETER MITTON: Fred Wesley, the Chief of 
Attawapiskat Band. 


CHIEF FRED.WESLEY 


Before I go ahead I would like to introduce 
my members in my Band Council who are with me who are here 
FOr this presentation for this hearing. On my Fight vas 
Mary Lou Iahtail, Councillor, John Nakegee, Head Councillor, 


and Chief Fred Wesley from the Attawapiskat Reserve. 


Mr. Commissioner, it iS a great pleasure to 
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Nave this opportunity to speak’ to you in person on behals 


of Che members of my Council: 


"My people have been a patient, long 
suffering and forebearing race. Since the signing 
of the treaty, native people have died with 
patience, having waited for promises to be carried 
out. At present we are still suffering because 
the promises are still neglected before us. The 
present generation of native people now speak 
clearly and loudly before your Commission to 
re-negotiate those broken treaties which represent 
a Dreach"or trust. and’ a betrayal’ of “faven by. 


both governments. 


We want honesty and justice from both 
governments, to be recognized as Humans, and we 
want the right also to have a voice in their 
decision making on proposals and projects that 
will affect us in our way of living = Piving an 


peace and harmony with nature. 


We also would like to have an input into 
the education of our children so that once again 
they will have pride in their own race and dignity 
who they are. The reason for such a request is 
that we see our children come home from high 
school. They are affected by the Furopean 


Culture, as it influences them to take no pride 


ie) 


in themselves. Therefore, education must be re- 
defined to make it relevant to the needs and 
cultures of the Indian people. It should also 


include Spiritual Values, which help to promote 
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“self-respect within oneself and respect for others. 


We, therefore, as Native people are 
Opposed to the big Industrial development projects 


proposed by the Provincial and Federal Governments. 


These projects completely destroy the land 
10 and the beautiful surroundings which are not 
replacable but vitally important. to the jsusviyal 
of the people. It also destroys the animals that 
need the elements of the forests and waters to 
Survive. If these development projects do go 
ahead we will have nothing to offer to our nation 
yet to be born. Ours was and is the way of 
nature, a natural existence. Mr. Commissioner, 
we realize that it is very difficult for you to 
understand, but nevertheless, we hope that you 
will try because it is as important to us as money 
is to the Whiteman. Nature and surroundings are 
important to the Indian because they provide him 


30 with his spiritual and physical life. 


We ask you Mr. Commissioner, to have the 
leaders of each community recognized as any other 
Ministers in Ontario. We are elected, as they are 


elected. 


Also, Mr. Commissioner, we would like you 


40 to look into Indian Affairs in the James Bay Region. 


1)... We.ask that they change. theiz (ppecen: 
system of administration to give us 
freedom to plan and administer our own 
Band Affairs at our own pace. 


2) We ask that Indian Affairs provide 
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Ey te: 


"resources for better administration 
and communication. 

3). Wealiso, want: sub=o0ffices, within dour 
reserve or other reserves as we find 
Lt LS very ‘costly. for our “peep le. ce 
travel when in need of seeing them. 

4) We, the leaders, would like to sit on 
the selection committee to interview 
appl Heants fox positdons, open am Fere 
department. In the past, we have 
experienced that the regional office 
often sends people who have no under- 
standing or feeling for the native 


people of the north: 


We are not saying that we no longer need or 
want the assistance of Indian Affairs. We do want 


to work with them. 


By this presentation, Mr. Commissioner, we 
have indicated that we are non-violent people. 
But we would like to have meaningful consultation 


with both governments. 


At- this»stime, Mr... Commissioner, el would dike 
to extend an invitation to you and your commission 
to come to Attawapiskat. There you would find 
concrete evidence of the community life in the 
north. These hearings are an historical evens 
and my people would jhave-a ‘great.deal "to jsayigve 


you. --You would learn by what tyou see and shear. 


May the Great Spirit guide you in your 


proceedings. 
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30 


40 


yi leehank *vyounton, yourmmattentrons' 


THE COMMISSIONER: “Thank you and I wil be 


visiting Attawapiskat. 
Bec eonip NOR. 341: Submission by Fred Wesley. 


PETER MITTON: I understand the coffee is 
available at the back, so I suggest that we take a fifteen 


minute break for coffee. 


---Brief recess. 


==-On resuming. 


PETER MITTON: Could we start again please. 
Could everybody move back to their seats so we can start 
off again, please. We don't have a great deal of time 
today. The next presentation will be made by Chief Tom 
Archibald of the New Post Band. 


CHIEF TOM ARCHIBALD 


Mr. Commissioner, ladies and gentlemen, 
tne Position On High Cost of Living in the Nepeh ts 
presented to Justice Hartt from the Chiefs of the James 


Bay area, Moose Factory, Ontario, February 2nd, 1978. 


"The cost of living for the northern James 
Bay communities is extremely high compared to 
southern Ontario. While the wage economy in these 
communities is low, the people living there are 
forced to pay the highest costs in goods and 


transportation. 
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"The following are some examples: 


1. TRANSPORTATION 


Although the government subsidizes Nor 
Ontair Airlines; ‘the- local Wreiqht rates and 
x Passenger fares continue to escale unjustly 
because the subsidy programs are not extended to 
the more northern airlines’. sich 4s White River 
Airlines. 
The cost Of “shipping one’ standard frame heuse’ to 
Winisk is $18,000! 


The pricetol one gallon-of "gas 1S°S4 2,00" 


2. UNEMPLOYMENT 


The unemployment rate in this region 
exceeds 85%. However, this is not reflected in 
the Federal Government's unemployment rate 
statistics. The wages relate directly to the high 

30 unemployment since our people have the lowest 
wage rate in the province, which in some cases 
barely reaches the minimum wage. Traditional 
PUursuUttsvor living ‘such as* trapping “are sti 
maintained, but to a limited degree due to the 
depletion of the wildlife. 


These pursuits are seasonal and subject to world 


Te) 


Market conditions. 


o2 INFLATION 


Although the Federal Government has 
implemented wage and price controls to lower the 


national inflation, rate, the.intlation in thas seequan 
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Sone nNuesetoveiamb) alarm ino lve ® ineavederal=and 
Provincial sponsored programs for Indian bands do 
not provide the extra funds necessary to accommodate 


thas; high anflation index 


We, the Chiefs of James Bay, request you, 
Mr. Commissioner, to present to the Provincial 
Government of Ontario, and where appropriate, to 


the Federal Government, the following recommendations: | 


a) That the present transportation subsidy programs 
be reviewed, with the objective of having a 
standard price of goods and services in northern 
20 communities regardless of geographical location. 
Example: A gallon of gas which costs 89¢ 
in Timmins should also be made 
available to Winisk residents at the 
same price. The difference in cost 
to be made up by subsidies provided 
by the Province. 
30 
| b) A formula that will guarantee this standard 
pricing be designed and implemented. 


Pxample: Pricing by the L.C.B.0. 


¢) wiThat: this’ standard pricing. be, under constant 
evaluation toxkeep it an) stride: wath zapia 


inflationary growth. 


d) That due to the precedence established by the 
present subsidy programs involving uthe Toronto 
Transit Commission, Air Canada, and the 
Canadian National Railway; we request that 
.| this Inquiry recommend to the Federal- 
Provincial Governments to assist transportation 


in the North in a similar manner. End of brief" 
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THES COMMISS TONER: Thanks! wery snus iene oe 
See Ae oNO's 03/12: Submission by Chief Tom 
Archibald. 


PETER MITTON: -The) next presentation wire 
be that of the Fort Albany Band and John E. Nakegee is Chief ane 


Leo Loon will be reading that presentation. 


LEO LOON 


"Mr. Commissioner: We have tried to put 

20 down for you some of the main concerns that our 
people have. Lt is very difficult to pur on 

paper the way we feel about these things. These 

are very real concerns. We appreciate having the 
Opportunity to tell you about them. We trust 


that our recommendations will be taken seriously. 
30 Regarding A School for Sinclair Island 
Background Information: 


= Up, unt. 1973, St. Annes Schoo) iijamo ri 
Albany was operated as a residential school, to 
accommodate children from the communities of the 


James Bay coast. 


=8¥by 1973, schools had been built) An, each ef eine 
other communities, so that there was no longer a 
need for a residential school; atythat pointe 


1 St. Anne's School was changed into a day school. 
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- this situation posed a number of problems: 


=~"because of the size of the DUDLOING pe 


Was extremely costly to maintain and Reat 


= because 2t was Situated on the mainland, 
the children were required to cross the 
“40 river going and coming home from school 


Sach day. 


- because of these special problems, the Department 
of Indian Affairs agreed to build a school on 


Sinclair lslang. 


- ground preparations were begun; approximately 
20 $80,000 was invested. 
- suddenly all activities ceased; the Department 


of Indian Affairs said there was no money available 


to bDutla the scnool. 


- this would be the same as someone promising to 
give you $80,000, and just as they were about to 

30 hand it to you, they changed their mind, and 

| pulled it back; how would you feel if this happened 
to you? Wouldn't you pursue the matter and fight 


for the money that was promised? 


= ‘at present, there are about 200 children whe 
walk back and forth to school- each day, as welluas 
coming home at lunch time; this means that the 
children are forced to walk a total of 4 miles each 
day. 

- besides the distance factor, there is also the 
winter weather conditions to consider: the children 
have no choice but to walk in all extremes of 


temperatures. If it iS raining, the children end 
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up Ssptting in ‘the ‘classroom with wet clothes. “How 


can they be expected to learn under such un- 


comfortable conditions? 


- parents feel very uneasy about sending their 
children, especially the younger ones, when the 
weather 1S not “good. .Certainly, parents cannoe 
be blamed for keeping their children at home, when 


the weather is bad. 


- during freeze-up and break-up, it is impossible 
to cross the river at all. Consequently, the 


school is closed for 2 weeks each time. 


=. consider the amount of time that is lost 


because of this whole situation. 


—")1f a Jschool were to be built “on “Sinelass Tetandy 


all of these problems would be eliminated. 


Whereas, the people of Fort Albany were 
promised that a school would be built on Sinclair 


Island; 


Whereas, their children are experiencing 
such hardships as outlined previously and will 
continue. to do so as long as the school is located 


on the mainland; 


Whereas, $80,000 has already been invested 


im Grounadspreparations for the school; 


We, the chief and ‘council lors268 Sinaloa 
Island of the Albany Band demand that the Depart- 
ment of Indian Affairs honour their commitment 
to build a school for the people of Fort Albany 


on Sinclair Island. 


ome 2° i rey : ep id “ie Lh a tags 


i r : ; ~ " emai Py) | “ : jee fi 7. 
1 So te AA ‘eis¥ ee 


- } a j of 
Pa aa ie 
“ an {9 4 4 wes ’ J iat oar he Roars 
y rt : ao 
- | ee 
DANE AL . Soin. «RUN, 7 Aaa ! ‘orig eae, i, 
7 j ou i) ’ 
. “4 Toy it DED ie Y 29g at ee ~Es 7 hates Lf sie, “t 
io 
a! et teddy ney ait 
aa - 
) “cna! oil atyhh ~~ 
‘\ , - - i : , d - 
| 2: i fieda Gaels ett opera od oe 
i ol o 7 . 7 
, peaeiein ean Lodédaas 
, / ; 7 
mt ebrancg.,- 
aa i = noed§ 7 
a 
ew Loan A. od - 
¥ » ; Z a LI i 
i 
ia i] 
j 
f ' ‘ ph pA. 4) , 
imag SOF42:0OU),’:- 
oaniaeai 
¢ ‘j ‘ ef i ’ i 
i rl ts yan a it if 
Pa = i Fy 
“ ) Be cots Om Si fl 4 (3% 
Li i 
{ fi! oy . iv, { 79 ; 
2 a 
“J \ ay ays 
*) ) a1 \ 
4 stan ‘ oe 7 ; * 5 Arti 310 gi : a 
4 ; . Z 
i, | ~ ie 
i 4 
r os eC ‘ + 4 oO rhs n 5 
} ¢ ‘ ™ > wl 
as reyath Sagat wrath’ ety a0), baa ket 


7 | seven ‘Ps 18 aw ibor Ta ganem 
-7 . é j te, v ’ ; Ad SS Dy ray} Lavin ack Eel re in : 


welet vikloade irae) 


HOMAS F. CONLIN 3242 


DFFICIAL REPORTER 


"Regarding Water Diversion 


Whereas, a large number of the Native People 
of the James Bay area still make their Living ios 
the land, in° the form of hunting and trapping, -end 
are completely dependent on the rivers for trans- 


10 POGeation in all Seasons: 


Whereas the building of a dam on thesssien 


would prevent people from being able to travel 


SS TS RS ASG e~searscerecmees 
SR 


Loe cietrrtraditvonal \erapping areas: 


Whereas, the building of a dam would cause 
20 a complete upset in the balance of nature in the 


area, which: would ‘drive taway?) the’ birds) and animale 


survival; 


| 

| 

upon which the people are so dependent for their | 
Whereas, the building of a series of dams, 

for the purpose of diverting the natural flow of 

the water, would cause the salt water of James 

Bay to enter into the rivers, which in turn would 

aieeect the Supply of drinking water for the vinleses, | 


as well as affect the local fish supply; 


Whereas, the building of dams would cause 
extensive flooding, which would cover several burial 


fe) 


sites in the area; | 
i] 


We, rithe, chief and! «councillors sot Sineiaie 


Island of the Fort Albany Band, demand that the | 


¥ 


proposed Water Diversion Project be stopped, at 


| all costs, and that no further studies be made in 


\ this regard. 
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"Regarding Polar Bear Park 


Whereas, the people of Winisk and 
Attawapiskat have always hunted, fished and 
trapped on the land situated between these two 
communities, and are dependent on this land ter 


their survival; 


Whereas, the Polar Bear Park, as established 
by the Provincial Ministry of Natural Resources, 


takes in part of these same lands; 


Whereas, there are several burial sites 


within the boundaries of Polar Bear Park; 


Be it resolved that we, the chief and 

councillors of Sinclair Island of the Fort Albany 

Band fully support the request that the people 

of Winisk and Attawapiskat be allowed to continue 

tO UutLliize their traditional lands, -even-withian 

the boundaries of Polar Bear Park, and the necessary 
‘S measures be taken to ensure that the wildlife and 

environment, as well as the aforementioned burial 

sites not be threatened or abused by ay activities 


or developments within the park. 
Regarding Fur Tax 


Whereas, the people of James Bay have 
depended on trapping as their sole means of 


survival for many years; 


Whereas, the people of James Bay carry on 


ri their trapping activities on their traditional 
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"trapping grounds that have been handed down 


through generations; 


Whenecas; the. right ttowtuap sis one couscous 


Protected rights under Treaty #9: 


We, the chief and councillors of Sinclair 

10 Island of the Fort Albany Band do hereby strongly 
recommend that the Native people of the James Bay 

District be exempted from payment of the Fur Tax 
that is being imposed by the Federal Government of 


Canada." 


The Chief has 
requested ito you, Mr. Commissioner), that<this Band Counc! 
Resolution be presented to you as he wants to talk about 
one Band member in our community. He says I'm aware’ that 


at's very hard to break the white man's laws. 


"Whereas, George Gillies was born to Torquil 


Gillies and Charlotte Kiache (registered under 


Attawapiskat Band). 


Whereas, after the death of his wife 
Charlotte, Torquil handed his young children 
(George, Annabella, and Gabriel) over to the 
Sisters of the St. Anne's Residential School; 
(this action was supported by a written request 


by himself); 


Whereas, Meni Nishawpit (registered under 
Albany Band) took into her care the two boys 
Lnrough fcraditional adoption, to raise as her own 
children, until the time that they married; 
(this is supported by the attached document which 
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"is Meni's message regarding this matter). 


Whereas, George has lived in the area of 
Pout rvAlbany for all or his, lite nein the same cone 
and fashion as all others who are recognized as 
Treaty Indians; 


10 Whereas, George married Bessie Tanouch 
(registered under the Nemiska Band of Quebec) 
and made their home in Fort Albany and raised 


their family in the community of Fort Albany, 


and intend on Spending the rest of their lives in 
| Fort Albany; 


20 Whereas, there is evidence that certain 
individuals in the James Bay District, who have 
been in Similar situations, have been granted 


treaty Status, without going through court action. 


We, the undersigned Chief and Councillors 
of Sinclair Island of the Fort Albany Band, do 


hereby accept George Gillies as a member of the 


Xe) 
Albany Band, with full Treaty Rights. 

This is a document that says that we 
attach this to this piece here. It's signed by Mary John 
George Meni Nishawpit. The following was dated 
Summer of 1972, Fort Albany, Ontario. 


"The following account of my life may be 
submitted to the government, 'protectors of 
Canada's natives' at its request and interest. 
I have reached eighty years this summer on July 
1 286h; 197 2:. 
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"I was approached and questioned concerning 
George jand| Gabriel, Gillisis My husband ands x 
brought up the two orphans until they were capable 
on their own. Charlotte, the mother passed away 


while the boys were merely children. 


George and Gabriel, then, entered the 
Orphanage at Fort Albany, under the supervision of 
Orderly nuns.” George, ‘the oldest; resided two 
Vears at the Orphanage and Gabriel stayed for four 
years. Due to George's poor health, Father 
Superior approached me and asked if I could care 
for George - I agreed. George was five years old. 
20 After his release from the orphanage, he never 
returned nor did he receive any formal education. 


George was independent at the age of twenty. 


My husband, Tommy John George and myself 
were the sole guardians to George. Soon my 


husband died at the age of sixty-five. 


leg George and Gabriel Gillis grew up under 


our guidance and teachings. The government never 


requested to offer assistance, nor any welfare. 


I was given hand outs from the mission. 
We left the community, along with a family to 
survive in the bush. George was fifteen and the 


ie) younger brother was thirteen. 


Mr. and Mrs. Torgquil Gillis were married 
by Father Gagnon at Attawapiskat. Not long after 
their marriage, they moved to Fort Albany, Torquil 
seeking for employment. Soon after their re- 


location, Charlotte Gillis passed away. 
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20 


NE ne 


"George Gillis was born at Attawapiskat. 
He*rs' forty-five vyearssola thisesummere nie 
family consists of nine children, “twordied et 
Meaney. Cabriel Cildie pe forty-two, bachelor 
and, living “at Cal'stock, "Ontariocuere Gre my request 
that there be an attempt to recognize and consider 
George Gillis as native and part of the people 
living in this community. I especially request 
that George be recognized and considered as my 
own child and that my request be fulfilled, hope- 
fully before my death. Signed Mary John George, 
Fort Albany, May the good Lord grant us his 


blessings." 


LEO LOON: Hemsays that. the 
last part that we were talking about that we were presenting 
to you regarding George Gillis, he says he's standing 


right here and this is what he wants to talk about. 


The Chief says that there is one part on the 
brief here, 'Whereas, there is evidence that certain 
individuals in the James Bay District, who have been in 
similar situations, have been granted treaty Status, 
without going through court action.' This is’ supported 
by the fact that there is one person in our area that had 
this granted to her, with the treaty Status being granted 


tO ner, 


This is why he says that we brought this 
up Since we saw this happen. He says George has been 
living with the Fort Albany people, so we agreed to take 


him as a Band member with full Treaty rights, because he's 
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been raised and now he's living and he agrees to live 
there the rest of his life. So We request that he be 


taken as a Band member with ful Treaty rights: 


He says this is why I brought George here 

Since we were going: to'talk about hims ““TFowe were just 
10 going to talk and George was not here probably this wouldn't 

be taken seriously. That's why I brought George with me 
to show you that George looks like one of our people. 
George, he doesn't even understand English. Even myself, 
he says and even George, we are in the same Situation. 
George needs an interpreter to talk for him whenever the 


white man approaches him. 


20 
= ee PaO Sy Nee eee Meee Submission by Leo Loon. 

PETER MITTON: The next presentation will 
be that of the Winisk Band and John Kostachin is the Chief 
and the translator will be Arthur Cheechoo. 

ite) 
ARTHUR CHEECHOO 

Mr. Commissioner, the Chief first of all 
wants me to tell you what his name is. His name is Chief 
Louis John George from the Winisk Band making the presenta- 

. tion on behalf of his people. 


"Mr. Commissioner: On behalf of the 
people of the Winisk Band, I wish to make the 
following presentation, as their elected 


representative. 


A 7 _ 
7 
~y = ~ 7 
| ih 
i 
To * 
ns 
i 
; _ 
o, 4) 7 
; ; 7 a 
sao i 


{ ; . : 
. ; OL ee af bp ei 
| P : y Hee Hrd y ata 7 art ¥ om) ere a i o> 7 a 
7 | he ah weak ae ¢. ea Sees “eH eae Le ~ 
' 


} Me gf Dine’ Qe chale SEERAL bie noth? iy 


ty ak 
‘ yam. Ai 
— 
r=. ie i 6 
ne i 
( A rt 
t | i | ‘ 9 6) sa 
i 
{ ; > % fy 
t r 
ical) 
, . 
i ‘3 
a) ’ 
‘ 
‘ 
' 
' 
* » 
1 
a 
ae 
‘ 
iT 
ag 
i? 
i 4 
Jy | [ 
tad v 
' cy 
{ 
i 


ty 5 - 


3249 


THOMAS F. CONLIN 


OFFICIAL REPORTER 


20 


a ae FORESTRY AND 


ie DADE ROM] Telly ss? Baers 
We have been told by people who have already 
experienced having a paper mill in their area, 
Chater Tso tide laced thing. We are very 
concerned because such an Operation would threaten 
our rivers. The chemicals involved in the paper- 
making process will pollute the rivers, no matter 
how careful) they are. Both the animals and even 
the human beings who drink the water and eat the 
fishewill bein danger: <We also know that ae wake 
be impossible to restore the forests. The head- 
waters of the five rivers that flow into James 

Bay and Hudson Bay are in the very same spot that 
PAevewante to build this mill. Tr thas paper mill 
is built, it will affect everyone: living "in 
Northern Ontario, even those that are hundreds 


of miles away. 
2 LIGNITE MINE PROPOSAL 


We know that the same danger of pollution and 
destruction exist. Therefore, the same careful 
consideration should be practiced before the 


actual, project starts. 
3% GAS PIPELINE 


On the surface, this proposed project may seem 
less dangerous, but any project must be planned 
carefully. Special consideration must be taken 


of the environment, which is very delicate. 
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As BUILDING DAMS ON THE FIVE MAJOR RIVERS 
a ee ete eee ee Se RV 
INTO HUDSON BAY AND JAMES BAY, AND THE 
PROPOSAL TO DIVERT THESE RIVERS 


We have been told that Ontario Hydro has been 
making plans to build a series of dams on each of 
these five rivers = Moose Riven, the Fort Albany, 
the Attawapiskat, the Winisk and the Severn River. 
Do they realize that there is a community at the 
mouth of each of these rivers? The people giving 
in these communities depend on the rivers for their 
dranking water, as well as for their food supply 
a (examples, fish, beaver, otter, ducks and geese). 
All of these will be in great \dangerwat thevgans 
are built. 
A beaver builds a dam for its winter home, to 
PEOvect sand store, his, food supply. He too alters 
the environment - fish, water and trees are 
ebtecued... But. his dam as flexible. atten Paxnt<of 
30 nature, and is. Sensitive to it. 
However, the concrete of the white man's dam is 
Not tlexible. . ty ts not. sensitivesyto: thesbataee 
of nature. Every living thing will suffer if a 


dam iS%bus 1. 
| Si POLAR BEAR PROVINCIAL PARK 


In the beginning the formation of this park sounded 
like a good idea. We were in agreement to the 

. Original plans as they were suggested. However, 
Since that time, the original plans have been 

. altered many times. 
During the years 1954 to 1958, when Mike Gull Sr. 
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wasechiiebl; "hechad@expressed oursconcern tov the 
Depart tmenbiof Lands? and Poréetets Ai EhAe Eane 
there was a Radar Base in Winisk;, and theswhate 
men that were stationed there were disturbing 
the wild geese of the area. The people were 
depending on the geese for their food Suppl ys 2oOr 
the winter. 
Eventually, the Department of Lands and Forests 
suggested that a Sanctuary be established to 
protect the geese. However, this would also 
prevent the Indians from hunting within the area. 
In late 1958, the Department of Lands and Forests 
20 brought forth the idea of forming a Provincial 
Park. The area under consideration was Cape 
Henrietta-Maria, a peninsula east of the Winisk 
River. After some time, the size and area of the 
proposed park was altered. The Chief of Winisk 
did not agree to the new plans. In 1968, the Ministry 
of Natural Resources again brought up the idea of 
30 establishing Polar Bear Provincial Park. This time 
they had drafted up 18 guidelines. These guide- 
lines were written in such a way that seemed 


acceptable to the Native People. They were assured 


that their traditional lifestyle would not be 
interrupted by the establishment of Polar Bear 
Provincial Park. However, we question whether 
this will be the case? Many of our people still 
depend on the land for their survival. We are 
laying offsof the ‘same ‘Land: that provided tor 

our forefathers. Some of this land lies within 
the boundaries of the Park. We do not want to be 


deprived of the animals and fish and trees that 
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"have been handed down to us by our grandfathers. 
These things are very precaous to. us 

We feel that, once again, we have not been dealt 
with fairly: 

- there was no real meaningful consultation 
with the Band in regards to the establish- 
ment of the Provincial Park; 

- there was never any méntaioncofrehe 
changing of the boundary lines; 

- there should have been a lawyer provided 
for the Bands involved, to insure that 
the Native People's needs were rightfully 

20 represented. 

We want to make sure that, from this POLNE One 
the well-being of the People of the area will be 
taken into consideration. Our guidelines for the 
Polar Bear Provincial Park must be clearly under- 
stood and accepted by the People, before they are 
passed in the legislature. 

30 


6-H THESTREATY 


This land that we live on has been passed on 

from generation to generation. Our forefathers 
taught us how to use the land properly and how to 
care for it. We have taken care of it, and, in 
return, it has provided us with clear water to 
drink and good food to eat. We too, will teach 
our children how to care for the land, so that 

it will be able to provide for the coming 
generations. | 

When the white men arrived in our country, they 
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tasked ong /forefathersuto «shane Cer Te aes was 
them. Our forefathers Agreed. TN gop erar tis 
Bewaysigmy Of good fagch, they Signed Treaty #9. 
Bete ObeSthe trcatyesaia !454) as long as the sun 
shines, and the rivers flow and the Grass? GvOwse rene 
But now, they are talking about damming the rivers - 
stopping the natural flow of the river. This 
certainly will affect the life around the rivers - 
upsetting the natural growth of nature. 
Ps\this notbreaking the: Treaty? 
I wonder how our grandfathers understood the 
promises that the commissioners were making at the 
20 time that the Treaty was signed in 1905, and in 
1929-30, when the adhesions were made. At times, 
we think our forefathers did not fully comprehend 
what was meant by the treaty, especially from the 
government's point of view. At present, the area 
we live in is considered ‘unorganized territory. 
However, as development approaches, much of our 
Be land is being surveyed. It won't be long, I'm 
sure, before we are considered as 'organized 
territory:.° I worry about» the rules and) regqula- 
tions of the Provincial Government that will be 
imposed on our people, and how they will affect 
their way of life... How much longerewill  weshave 
our freedom? We are not equipped with the 
necessary skills to cope with its demands. And, 
at the same time, we don't want to lose our culture 


that we have been practising for so many years. 
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cu BA GENERAL THOUGHTS ON PROPOSED DEVELOPMENTS 
FOR THE NORTH 


If all of the projects, that have been proposed 
for the North go ahead, I'm sure they will destroy 
everything around us - the forests, the rivers, 
Che animals; the birds = everything that has been 
given to us by the Great Spirit. Why should these 
things be destroyed? 
I'll give you one example. In 1955, the Federal 
Government of Canada decided to build a Radar Base 
in Winisk. It was called 'Mid-Canada Line’. 
20 It happened that the area they chose was the same 
place that my father had raised us and had used 
for many years, and his father before that. This 
Was “a Very Special spot for us; ‘there were al? 
kinds of berries - blueberries, cranberries, 
Strawberries and gooseberries. There was also a 
burial ground in this area. The bulldozers came 
in and destroyed everything. Our winter lodge 
was demolished. Everything was destroyed, so 
that the Radar Base could be built. After 10 
years, the government decided to close the base. 
All of the white men went home, but they left so 
much destruction behind them. Their buildings 
still stand - useless to us. Their equipment 
Sits there, rusted and broken. 
Why didn't the government offer to use that 
equipment for the benefit of our community. Now, 
when it's too late and the equipment is useless, 
—- the Department of Indian Affairs is talking about 


new developments, and bringing in new equipment. 
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"This is just another example of how the white man 
has moved in, for the sake of development, without 
giving any consideration to the Native People who 
have lived there all of their lives. 

The Hudson Bay Company is another example of how 
the white man came into our community - and took 
advantage of us. )\AS..soonsas they could see there 
waS no more profit to be made, they left. It 
didn*t bother them to know that they would be 
leaving us without any place to buy our necessi- 
ties. They did not make any effort to nelp ue 
establish our own store. 

What guarantee do we have that this will not 
happen again? We will get the same treatment by 
these private companies that want to come in and 
Strip Ws Of tour -resources:. 

These things we know for sure: 
=-7) developments, are’ .always,for, the benefat.of ene 

domanant.-society.Living-in,the South; 

10 at the expense of the Native People. 
| - any benefits that do come to the Native People 

axe, only. Short-term: 

- the resources, whether it be trees or minerals, 
anevtakenstrom the North for the South; 

- the majority of jobs created are filled by 
skilled labourers from the South; 

\ - . the top priority for the investing company 

is. guickmprofaty, with lattle orenosconsidema. 
tion given to how the community will be 
affected; 

- the people are seldom included in the planning 


stages; 
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ooo 


- the people cannot ever be compensated for 
the loss of trees and wildlife - a cash 
settlement will be of no value to our grand- 


children. 


In conclusion Mr. Commissioner, if you want 
to know exactly the way we live or what the 
Indian way of life is, come to my home and share 
a meal with me and I thank you very much for this 


Opportunity.“ 


S2-EXHER IT NO. 314°: Submission by Arthur Cheechoo. 


PETER MITTON: The 12:00 o'clock horn has 
just sounded. Maybe we should break at this time for 
lunch. Lunch is being served in the Parish Hall ona pay 
as you eat basis and maybe we could break now and start 
again at 2:00 o'clock and there are some people who have 
commitments elsewhere, but everybody else is welcome over 
there. If anybody wants to make a presentation this 
afternoon and hasn't given their name, could you come up 


and try and make a schedule out of it. 
---Luncheon adjournment. 


= “On besuming vat 2:00 p.m. 


PETER MITTON: Would the Elders come from 
the back up to the front here. We have some chairs 
reserved for you. Ladies and gentlemen, the first 
speaker this afternoon is the Honourable Hugh Faulkner, 


Minister of Indian Affairs and Northern Development. 
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HONOURABLE HUGH FAULKNER 


oMx. Commissioner, may I begin by expressing 
my appreciation at the Opportunity to appear 
before this Royal Commission tLoday.- during. a te 
first round of public hearings and may I also take 
10 this opportunity to bring greetings from myself 
and the Prime Minister to the people of Moose 
Factory, 1. share with many who have already 
appeared before you the sense of importance which 
marks the process of hearings you and your colleagues 
are holding into the future of Ontario's north. 
the Government. of Ontario, in establishing the 
Commission and investing it with broad terms of 
neterence, Was, Clearly. and perceptively responded 
to the growing desire of the citizens of the 
Province to have their views heard and considered 
in the planning and decision-making processes, 
which so closely affect them today and will affect 
fe) their children in the future. In appointing you 
to head this Commission, the Government of Ontario 
has shown its commitment to the reality as well 
as the rhetoric of public participations |b seme 7 
that your record as a jurist and the Strong sense 
of social equity you have always displayed, have 
already inspired the confidence of the Indian 
people in Ontario in the future course of these 


hearings. 


This. is, obviously only thes tirst step of 
whatywill be a very Jong jJourney:; 4b, is soccurmine 
. at a time of significant change and development 


in the relationships between covernments and the 
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"Indian people. Some major policy activities 
and initiatives are now underway, Ineludindain 
Particular joint processes for consultation about 
major issues, involving the Federal Government 
and the Indian people. Key | subjects such as) indian 
Act revision, socio-economic development, shunting, 
fishing and trapping rights are under discussion 
in the various committees and WOLKing Groups. 
operating under the guidance of the NIB - Cabinet 
Committee. Equally important in Ontario, is the 
Prospect of the tripartite discussions on the 
delivery of services coy Thee people, involving 
20 representatives of the Federal and Provincial 
Governments and of the Indian Associations of 
Ontario. Such tripartite discussions are taking 
place elsewhere in the country and I am hopeful 
that they can be developed effectively in Ontario. 
It is inevitable and essential that the Indian 
people, both as Indians with a recognized special 
pe Status and as citizens of Canada, should be directly 
involved in consultations with both the Federal 


and Provincial authorities. 


ft is in the context of thesemtriparci.— 

discussions that I wish to refer to the state- 

ment made to this Commission by the Honourable 
f°) Rene Brunelle at Timmins on December 21, 1977. 
| Mr. Brunelle stated in the early part of his remarks 
that the Federal Government appeared to be gradually 
withdrawing from responsibility for registered 
indians, in furtherance of a “policy propesed in 
the Federal Government's Indian policy statement 


of 1969. It is well known that this line of 
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 “podiacy at the time ot its announcement was 
rejected firmly by the majority of Indian leaders 
iMEhisicountry> oLtiscensenotesc well known 

but nonetheless fact, that in HECOGHnALLION 10 Meets 
Indian reaction, the Federal Government has not 
pursued the policy proposed in 1969) and i senor 


PUESuIng “Lt ‘now: 


My predecessors in office have made this 
abundantly clear in public statements, in 
correspondence with Indian leaders, in private 
consultations with them and in activities pursued 
by the Department. Mr. Buchanan spoke in this sense 

20 when he addressed the Ontario All-Chiefs' Con- 
ference in. Toronto on’ August 10, 19762 Mr. eAtimand 
was even more explicit when he spoke to the All- 
Chiefs' Conference at Edmonton on February 24, 

1977 about the Federal Government's responsibi] bey 
in~celation to the Indian people. <I am going "co 
restate the position now because it should be part 


of the record of this Commission. 


The federal -responsibility feriindiancwana 
their lands dates from the first contacts and 
communications between the Crown and the aboriginal 
inhabitants’of. this’ country.) (It issenshrainedtan 
thesBritish) North, America Act of 1867; “which givee 

i the Federal Parliament the necessary legislative 
jUrisoiction?torcarry out: that responsibadatys 
It is signified by the special rights accorded to 
Indian people, through their treaties, the Indian 
Act and other legislation. This responsibility 


and the consequent relationship between the 
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“Indian people and the Federal Crown is one that 


the Government of Canada fully accepts, it seeks 
to strengthen through joint working arrangements, 
it wishes to continue in wayS and means chosen 

by the Indian people themselves. The present 
Indian policy is one of continuation, not termina- 
(BLOM 2 hts US) onexok Safeguarding Indian status 

and identity and not assimilation. It is based on 


jointly agreed objectives and methods. 


The emphasis on joint processes and joint 
working arrangements is basic to the Present policy 
we are following. At a time of Change and 
development, such processes become important in 
themselves. To be effective, they must be marked 
by frankness, flexibility and a willingness to 


innovate, on the part of all the parties concerned. 


It would be quite inconsistent with current 
approach to the Government-Indian relationship, fon 
me as the Minister responsible in the Federal 
Government to come before you today with a rigid 
catalogue of how the Government's responsibilities 
are to be carried out, of what are the roles and 
functions of Government, of what precisely are 
its objectives, priorities and plans for the Indian 
people of Ontario. Instead I shall give you a 
broad outline of the Federal Government's current 
perceptions of how its responsibilities and 


relationship with the Indian people should evolve. 


At the same time, I am tabling, for the 
Commission's information, a resume of the Depart- 


ment's current activities in Ontario. At this 
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"Inquiry proceeds I may have occasion, depending 
on future circumstances and the desires of this 
Commission, to appear before you again at later 


stages." 


I might parenthetically introduce the 
gentleman with me who you may already know very well, Mr. 
Fred Kelly who is the Regional Director for the Province 


Or Ontario. 


"I have spoken about the continuation of 
Indian identity within Canadian society. The 
20 Indian people and their leaders are understandably 


much concerned about this aspiration and need. 


The people of Treaty #9, in their recent 
declaration Nishnawbe-Aski have stated that there 
must be an openness in looking for new and 
innovative directions in the area of Indian 

a5 government. The Government of Canada regards 
the area of Indian government at band level as 
the keystone of a distinct and viable Indian 
identity within Canadian society. The recent 
Signing of a comprehensive general development 
agreement with Treaty #3 translates into practice 
the institutional changes which can only lead to 

Oo self-government. I look forward to working out a 

| final local government approach with the Treaty 
#9 Association of Chiefs as well. On more 
general grounds, we see this as a distinct and 


continuing Indian identity as involving the 


following elements or dimensions: 
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LeanpilaAes group continui LyMwhi eh pests am F uaen 
Pouncabwons oF full! Canadaan Citizenship; 
including treaty rights and 4a,revised and up= 
dated Indian Act 


It recognizes that political change in the 


positions of Indian people must be worked out 
by the Indian people at band leveley Gehwewcn 
Support by levels of local government; in 
Ongoing tripartite arrangements, for jexampie, 
at provincial level; and at national level 
through special consultative processes like the 
NIB-Cabinet Committee. 

It acknowledges that the personal fulfilment 


Of Indian people calls for the safeguarding 

of Indian languages and other cultural values, 
for permitting traditional pursuits of hunting 
and fishing, and for providing special assis— 
tance and facilities especially in the fields 

Of education and Training - 

It presupposes the attainment of greater self-— 
determination through the provieiontoe special 
services to Indian people, and freedom of choice 
as regards economic opportunity and employment. 
It includes environmental concerns which imply 
that the Federal Government and provincial 
governments should seek to ensure the environ- 
mental “protection of Indian lands anon 
involvement of Indian groups in resources 
development, environmental protection and 
conservation planning. 

It requires, perhaps above all, a solid economic 


base on which to build the wiabilaty ef. ino1aq 
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" Ms 4 
communities, through programs of economic 


development, Special counselling vand padi 


for indian people. 


Essentially, Mr. Commissioner, the fore— 
going is a general statement of Objectives. 
Progressively, it must be translated Into "concrete 
action. “This is ‘the challenging and difficult 
part. It is the challenge which we must face 
jointly with the Indian people and one which? & 
Suggest, parallels the fundamental purpose of 
your own enquiry. Lt represents in mye viewers 
recognition by the Provincial authorities that the 
future economic and social evolution of Northern 
Ontario is a future in which the Indian people 
living there have a direct interest, an acknowledged 


role and a solid stake. 


You are, no doubt, aware Mr. Commissioner 
of the ongoing debate which enages constitutional 
experts and legal. scholars, politicians and 
bureaucrats, about division of legislative powers 
in this country between Federal and Provincial 
legislatures. In significant ways the Indian people 
aré»often victims of these jurisdictional wdiuspucesr 
particularly as regards responsibility, for <qovern— 
ment services. They have suffered in terms of no 
services at all in some instances and, -in others, 
in terms of services of a quantity and quality 
inferior to those available to other citizens of 
Canada. The Province of Ontario is showing an 
increasing awareness that the needs of Indian 


citizens in the Province do involve responsive 
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"involvement of Provincially authorities. rm ere 


encouraging that the Provincial Government has 
established a Provincial Deeer ing. Commit teeerra 
Provincial level forum similar to O0r Vom we 
Cabinet Committee process. ‘The uncertainties, 
which have surrounded the GUcstrons Of “roles sand 
responsibilities have to be resolved if we are 
to achieve satisfactory and strong partnership 
relationships between governments and the Indian 
people of the’ Province: ‘Tt Gs for this rescen 
that, the’ tripartite talks. in the province on this 
key question of roles and responsibilities sre .se 


important as mechanisms for the future. 


In summary, Mr. Commissioner, some of the 
main features of a situation with which we are 


both concerned appear to me to be as follows: 


~ PLieLe asa Strong. commitment ot andwan people 


and the Federal Government to the continuation, 


the strengthening and the support of 4 separate 


indian adentity within the larger Canacaean 
SOCTECEY« 
senvchare. An, a peniod,of evolution, anderaeid 


change.; To cope with the rapidityses thas 


change and the breadth of issues which confront 


us, the emphasis of our efforts must. be vas much 


en thewprocess,.as on thesproduct, -“anutne way 
we do things as on what we do. 
= The areas of local powers and?instatutions 


Are emerging aS possibly the "priority area 


for joint process of exploration and innovation 
involving the Federal Government, the Provincial 


Government and the Indian people. 
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"You have already heard, in your preliminary 
hearings, Mr. Commissioner, the expressed desires 
Of people in the northern areas of Ontario BOG 
more local control and more involvement in the 
planning and decision-making processes affecting 
them. The Indian people are Calling likewise 
for strong forms of Indian local government in 
the context of Canadian society. To be effective 
this growing role for Indians in the management 
of their own affairs requires a solid legislative 
foundation, adequate resources and qualified 
expertise. The Federal Government fully supports 
this fundamental objective and seeks to find 
effective ways for achieving it.an eld pants of 
the country. We are making this a priority question 


in our approach to revising the Indian Act." 


I might also say parenthetically that it's 


@ priority question in the resolution of the land claims 


PSsue North, of -60.. 


"As well, we Support the contention of the 
Indian people of Ontario that the solution to 
development problems in Northern Ontario lies in 
close consultation between them and the governments 
concerned. We will play our full part in any 


working arrangements of a tripartite nature. 


At a time when Indian and non-Indian people 
alike are calling for increased control over their 
own affairs, major factors including the exigencies 
of contemporary economics, the growth of populations 


and the increasing need for rational, planned use 
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O2L finite natural resources, are pushing govern- 
ments in the direction of adopting policies 
broad in scope and centralized mechanisms for 
decision-making. Clearly this raises a, contra— 
diction that must be reconciled. At the same 
time, the kind of pluralistic society we have 
nurtured in Canada calls for planned diversity 
in our approaches, methods and unstitutions, 

I see these as key questions that the Indian 
people in Canada today are insisting must be 
answered, and with answers that they have helped 
to work out. They are seeking such answers 
before this enquiry and in their broader 
consultations with government at Federal and 
Provincial levels. Wwe ald actively share in the 
responsibility for seeing that our responses are 
fair minded, frank and farsighted. We continue 
to fully discuss the 1924 Land Agreement with 
Indian people to move towards full resolution. 

I am now discussing with Cabinet colleagues ways 
Of *enjoinrng the issues atstake inthe Migratory — 


Birds. Convention Act. 


I hope I have said enough’ in this pre— 
liminary statement to demonstrate my interest in 
ENG SUCCESS: Of your -enquiry, 1 shaldi=besolem se 
appear wlacer, if you, think “this wsedesirapie. 
Please be assured of our ongoing Support and 
feel™rree to Call on me’ or omy Officials or omy 
Department for any assistance you think that we 


can provide, “Thank you! very much.) 
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THE COMMISSIONER: ‘Thank you ViGiy neh Bir 


MIintsSier. Your words will be of great assistance to me 


and great “comfort to me in the work that I nave "te do over 
BNC next athircy Gays. 


a. a BL NON. a1 5 


Submission by Honourable Hugh 


Faulkner. 


PETER MITTON: We are now going to have a 
ten minute break to give the opportunity for the reporters 
to ask any questions if you can and we'd like to try. fand 


keep it as short as possible because there are quite a few 
People on this afternoon. 


=—-=—Shnort recess. 


—--Oniresuming . 


PETER MITTON: ‘The first: presentation wil 
be made by Mr. John Fletcher, who is an Elder from the 
Moose Factory Band. 


JOHN FLETCHER (presentation read by Louis Bird) 


ERNIE RICKARD: Mr. Justice Hartt, John 
Fletcher of Moose Band will be making a presentation. He 
was born in 1889. He's 90 years old on April Of this Year, 
houis Bird will do the translation and he will speak after 
his written submission has been translated in English by 


men. Mee Commissioner tthe Eranslated version. 


"Mr. Commissioner, when first the commissioners 
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“Came representing His Majesty the King of Enodandas 
they said "We brought to you his Majesty's 
request, to surrender your land to act as a 
Custodian... And if you respond to this request, 
you will be given money, for every (year) winter 
season and also you will be given assistance by 
His Majesty the King. 


That: Your children will be educated. 
The government will pay all the 
expenses. 

You will not pay for medication. 
The government will pay for your 


treatments for your 22inesses. 


An indian Spoke to the question. 'WwolL 
our hunting be affected by this treaty?" 


Referring to the Commissioner, he answered, 
‘This hunting right will never be taken away. 
Such as that you have this right it will never 


be sbroken’..* 


Do you see this river flow which never 
Stops flowing, this treaty will be like an example 
Con 17k; 


When he (the King) deals with the country's 
economy; there will be no change aS it has ever 


been before. 


Then another member of the Commissioner's 
Parcy spoke out, thas is what’ His Majesty ine 
King's intention is with the treaty, that your 
children will be educated. This will not alter 


your traditional, culture suchias, your hun tina 
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"You will maintain this right). noting {yaw 
be taken away. The King, will assist vou aeouT 
children will be educated, you do not have (to. payin 
He will provide medical treatment, he will feed 
you He will assist: you im every way. slew 
give you medicine to cure you when you are Sick. 


When you are hungry, he will provide assistance. 
thas was “the treaty. * 


THE COMMISSIONER: May I thank you very 
much sir, for coming here today. You have been a great 
honour to this Commission in coming and I wish to thank 


you very much. 


ERNIE RICKARD:. Excuse me, Mr. Commissioner, 


John Fletcher would like to speak regarding Onakawana. 


LOULS BLRD: In trying to relate back 
because of these treaties that were made as I have mentioned 
mooie womst) part: of my. presentation. If today @emsen 
the benefit of the major society for economic development 
it would be all right for any government to take such 
major projects which would benefit the country, if they 
could take careful consideration of the area involved. 

At times, there are times when I think we forget what 
treaty means to us. The original members of the commission 
that we mentioned in the treaty, they have gone. They may 
be dead. Their intention of this treaty was meant and 

was very trusting amongst the people who signed the treaty. 
At times we think of today,changing societies, changing 


iia tions, | we-forget to maintain the treaties that 
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were promised by our forefathers and I am worried about that, 
that we should always refer back before we take any major 
consideration of any development that might alter our 


environment and our culture. 


f aim one of the living witnessesicoe the 
Signing of the treaty of this area and I could tell you, 
Mr. Commissioner, that I appreciate some of the things that 
have been mentioned in that treaty when the government 
promises to assist us in our necessities. There are 
certain things that were mentioned the government promised 
us in that treaty. I see they have maintained their promise 
so far for everything necessary to survive. I appreciate 
the government so far the promise they gave at the time 
Ob the signing ‘of the ‘treaty. ©—1 appreciate the, things 
that I see have been done, that he has provided us, but 
there are times when we requested if the treaty is really 
and truly recognized by the present government that are 
representing the Federal government and all three levels 
of government that are involved and deals with us. I would 
not constructively criticize the government's promises, 
but there is one thing that I am concerned most with is, 
the continuation of this promise to be exercised by the 
governments involved of present generations for our behalf 
as a Native. When we signed, when the treaty was signed, 
it was Signed in good faith when our forefathers were 
Signing the treaty they concerned all those that future 
operation may involve in the future for our generation 
to come. With this ain mind), of would remind youyat. 
Commissioner, we ask today, let us conserve in the future 
anything that would be involved and Maintain the treaty 


Piet wes signed faithfully by our forefathers: 
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Anything that 26 méntionedae thnereran that 
treaty which I have quoted the government commissioners at 
the time of the signing of the tréaty, I-quoté something 
else that the government promises that we could maintain 
eur traditional rights as hunting and fishing, these also 
Should be maintained by the present government who deals 
wleheus. (That is the limit of whak-T have said already. 
Joeregards to-the mining ‘or using 6ur natural vesourees 
in our area which we have surrendered to the government 
at the time of the signing of the treaty. "There Was 
Meneroned = also-at the time Which is nok written that 
there was assurance given to us that these or any Natura 
20 Wealthyand resources that are taken within the area which 
we have given to the government at the time of the Signing 
Sl ythe@ treaty, that the government asSstires us thatewe can 
Share the profit of the wealth which we have agreed to 
share together with the government at the time and these 
are things like mining, or mining for any other natural 
meeds Of .€he’ country. Mining activities that are coming 

= into existence if the government wishes to do so. These are 
also included in that treaty and we carefully considered 
that too and this is what it means when we 
Signed the treaty with the government with qood faith, 


all these were covered even though they are not written. 


40 MR. RICKARD: ‘Thank you Mr. Commissioner, 
| That's our presentation. 


THE COMMISSIONER: Does Mr. Fletcher Fave 
any other recollections or comments on the treaty? I 


4 ht would be delighted to hear them. 
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MR. RICKARD: And also to conclude 1 a | 
telt you, Mr? Commissioner, the meaning of the signing of 
Behe treaty. The Signing of the treaty means and) vt abeeo 
covers in the area, if there is anything that might affect 
the whole country for the benefit of the citizens of 
Canada and all that, which our country what we have 
Surrendered for the government. They have assured us, 
the government commissioners assured us that if anything 
that has to be taken out of the country or anything else, 
this should benefit you also and the things they assured 
us of repeatedly at that time, one of the commissioners 
that was there at the time, he says nothing will ever 
alter your way of life, nothing whatsoever will alter 
your way of life, meaning our cause, Sir, will) not be 
elCered Of this treaty. As long as there is things, as 
leong-as there is, as long as we think this treaty that we 
signed, nothing will alter the way you live. As long as 
you agree with this we can use your land you have given 
us in this agreement to use your land as a custodian as 
you were before. We will use this land, we will share 
this land together with you and maintaining your culture, 
giving you the satisfaction and assurance that you are not 
going to lose your culture of this treaty and this as 
something at times it seems to me, as a witness to this 
treaty, sometimes there is these promises, sometimes they 
seem to be forgotten and these are the things that I try 


to recollect what the treaty meant to us. 


To try to express exactly what our elder 
Usetalkang about. It's very difficult tottranslate because 
he covers so much in a few words. So anyway when he tries 


por recollect "things that he Said it Ws very hard fox am 
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been Gisy iig..to mention, Mr. Commissioner. Thank you Wery jae 


ERNIE RICKARD: Mr.) Gommissioner, @ “mm sure 
you have learned quite a bit here today and on behalf of 


John Fletcher of Moose Band, we have the pleasure of 


10 meeting you. 
foe AUB TT NO.) 316% Submission by John Fletcher. 


PETER MITTON: The next presentation that 
have, on the .ist here is: the Grade 5A Glass: from Moose 
HactLony given by Emily Nootchtai and I think Susan Vincente 


20 
is making the presentation. 


SUSAN VINCENT 


Mr. Commissioner, I am speaking for the 
students of Grade 5A at Moose Factory School. We are 

30 going to tell you what we think of our land. If mines 
and dams are built our rivers will get polluted. People 
and animals will get sick and some will die. If dams are 
built our rivers will flood and we will lose our homes. 
We would have to move away, but we want to stay here. 
If trees are cut down animals would be scared off and 
maybe some will die because they will have no place to 
iver s We willl mot: be. able’ ito govhunting ~trappingeaned 
ershingkanymone.. Gf there are no. animal sidert thereswau 
bepno. meatedor us, to eat.. There will, be mo hideser fuxz 
for our moccasins and:mittens. .1f yowbinild’ dams;mines 
Dapekines: your wild. ruin, nature’ and,oun) latestyle..gie 


need the land and the animals because when we grow up we 
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want tO Jive with nature like our ancestors a long: base 


ago. We thank you. 


THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you very much, 


ont gl Boye 


10 SUSAN VINCENT: My name is Susan Vincent. 


IT’am ten years old. 


THE COMMISSIONER: And you're the spokeman 
forstherclass;, right Susan? Is there anything else you'd 
tikes toi tell me besides what you said. That's all? Thanks 
a very much. 

PETER MITTON: Our next presentation is 


by Gilbert Faries, also an elder from Moose Factory Band. 
GILBERT FARIES 


30 Mr. Commissioner, as mentioned my name is 
Gilbert Faries, I am a member of the Moose Band. Actually 
I was born at Fort Albany and since I came to Moose I 
have been transferred to Moose Band to be one of its 


members. 


40 My elementary education I have gained 
| through attending residential school. I volunteered 
through World War II with many others to serve ain the 
Armed Forces. I saw service in Canada, Britain and 
Continental Europe and was wounded in Holland in the 
, theatre of war. Following my discharge from the Armed 


Forces for reasons of being unable to meet the physical 


yan Nav 

ior re fey 
baat) 

na hea — in 


: pers 9 rire > a 
ras, Jip. lates te 
the ashieed =m ‘Tieomal 


Te NA oe “ol 
mt . oar 


; es ieee aed air. are B mass | | 
, oak ee Tae are) mite \ohkeat fash fa 


as : i foie . ; ati 
ht erage es a Onan ee a Qa1SA4 Fee 
4 a : 4 ae | _ es 
' noi eee aren ya inane on tention Latio9 Pa. 2) ee it 
gil pein "siea. aaa wd te x0 fie ine - eotied Jyeetle 
; . As J rm! yh rome - a Peete Gig nears sagt 4da-nzed aman: 
a Fo ah es eit anal “te sp 33 bevimtar p24. naad bva . 
if . wok Aer - erie 
| i. ae ak + ol al _ 
ib emiiady, os ria ale fasieqnia’ "ght Pie Legs 
beta Sate (- sfor neo fet tion Leos enbbnp tte deport 
a \ Z gi yr8ao'o) , “yj HG, Vapeary, igi at sacl pei dininael 
| p ilerese. een wh ade watleise wad 1. JeenyOT Sree: : 
| yf ‘al hank fot (iki dev ‘bas ogeaa’ hisnedte | 
q Figs Sy Oe Ge§ agubtokise hig aniwalit “tie FO) ovdstae 
Lanteyag s47 269054 yhepnn: shed 20 ee 2a ssount 


ce -) 


Sets 


THOMAS F. CONLIN 


OFFICIAL REPORTER 


20 


30 


40 


Standards due to my wounds, I took advantage of furthering 
my education through the Rehab program at Ryerson in 


Poeconto:: 


I have been involved in the community as 
asbandscivef ishortly Aatter the war) Twas ‘firs oe become 
an acquainted member of the first school board set up by 
the Ontario Department of Education in agreement with the 
Federal Department of Ottawa. I have been involved in 
that representation to government agencies because I was 
interested in the future of the young people of this 


Community and I ‘still am. 


I am pleased to see and listén to them in 
their deliberations about the future generations. Presently 
I am a member of the well-loved board, namely the Environ- 
mental Assessment Board for the province of, Ontario. a 
heard a few knocks at that yesterday, but it doesn"© hurt 
my feelings, I'm proud to be a member with the board who 
are trying their best to help to keep the environment of 


this country clean. 


I would like to reiterate on what I stated 
in Timmins with regard to the pollution of the rivers. In 
Timmins I'm on the record as saying that as a young lad 
when I went fishing with an old Indian of one of my 
relatives, we were fishing the small stream and the first 
thing in the morning I decided to take my dishes down to 
the stream and wash them and then take them back up to 
the camp. Tie old “indwvar called me’ back, “ES never: 
forget those words. He said, go down to the stream and 


bring thelwater upi'to the ‘camp. Tf you do thas you i) Keer 
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the water clean and it will be better. tor ws toweien. un 


the future. 


Above all I worked closely with or as an 
advisor to Treaty Nine within the budget area. I would 
like to touch on a few things which haven't been mentioned. 
I followed with interest every program that goes on with 
regard to the Native people of any part of Canada. I've 
travelled from ocean to ocean attending conventions and 
when I see or hear in the program on radio or television 
I make it my business to stay and it so happens, of course, 
Chetethis program that I am referring to now is a tele. 
vision program on native studies which happens to be on a 
Sunday morning. I can watch this program in peace because 


Pecan, Still lay in-bed while watching the program on Tov; 


Northern College, the electorate at Northern 
College, shows great emphasis in the directions to the 
way we, the Indian children in residential schools, were 
treated. Example - denied the privilege to use our own 
language while playing within the school perimeter. When 
I say the school perimeter, I mean the school was fenced 
off like some concentration camp. The book Ginnish 
which was referred to a lot, written by Jane Willis, 
Jane Willis, nee Mathew, from Fort George and the 
Dagust Socuetyaby Harold.Carmle 1s referred tova. lor aaa 
was difficult for me to believe that we lost our language 


and culture by being educated by the missionaries’ schools. 


Rs a young boy, 1,was, alsotasrescadont in 
the schools operated by the Missionary Society of the Church 


of England in Canada, which was known at that time as the 
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MSCC. The Oblates of the Roman Catholic Church also 
Operated residential schools. It is very true that 
punishment was severe. Every Friday evening we had to 
report to the Minister who is automatically the principal 
Oretie school-and when’ i say Minister I“don'™) mean a 
Cabinet Minister, he's the minister of whatever denomination 
eperated ‘that ‘school. It was a time for us to Lepore Lo 
him whether we spoke our language either in Cree during 

the week. If we confessed to uSing our own language we 
were denied the visit with our parents and younger brothers 
and sisters which was the only privilege we had. In other 
words we had to lie to the minister in order to visit with 
Oil parents and relatives, This fact is true, ali 2naeee 
Meretonthere 1S not ‘fictional. I didn"t need any coca. 
of where there can be any research because I was one of the 


Victims < 


I for one do appreciate that my elementary 
education in a second language has helped me to carry on 
without forgetting my native language and culture. I 
believe there are many people in the James Bay area who 
should be thankful for the minimal learning they got from 
the other missionaries. If it wasn't for the residential 
schools there are many of us here at Moose Factory who 
would not be able to communicate with the white society 
unless we had the services of a translator as many of our 


older Indians have through the hearing. 


In regard to employment and health, although 
there has been much said about the unemployment situation 
in the area I think that we have to look at the other side 


Of the coin. By saying this the people here, the peceic 
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to 


at Moose Factory, especially Moose Factory and the Moosonee 
aLea,, employment’ and ‘health, again the largest employer 

us) the Wederal and provincial government. i happened to 
live aS a young man during the depression and I know what 
it was like to be without. There was many times during 
enendepression: that’ I used to live on potatoes, potatoes 
for Dreaktast, potatoes for lunch and potatoes for dinner 


and. so, forth and so on. 


It is true that we the Indians who have 
lived in the bush following the trap lines have experienced 
what it is like to be without food, for example meat, 
wildfgqamenvand other) animals for our various Sources of! food. 
For a number of years now I have listened to Indian leaders 
discussing with local levels of government issues relative 
EO the land they once owned. I do not feel that 1 shoulda 
elaborate any more on this issue. Natives across Canada 
are here and are able to voice their beefs to their 
ministers in the second language, namely English, the 
language used at this conference which concerns the 
natives of Treaty Nine, and when I say natives in this case 
i also include the Indians who are not included on the 
Indian Ai: ee ast far asimiy amiconcerned anyboayvaibern 


in this area is a native because they are quite conversant 


with the language used by the Cree Indians. 


refer 


The language used by all readers that I have/ 
have had the privilége: ttovattend not. only to; Pveteny ue 
to! learneofethe ‘varying problems confronting) the? natives 


aecoss this*®vast Land)of ours. 


as _ of hl Oy ag Oe ene. 
{ oe ver $i. ihe ils i wealal Pr 
he Sig aed 7 Ls) ame vaoe #2 


: : ' aie ta uy ‘ 
“4 Seat - ine. i ee M 3.6. 
ss xed at) oe £ et, aie 3 é ta 


rer ash) ae Arywin2ey, tomy ones. wok 


orn 
bee aire ~ aves) } 
is ie a bia WEtee - 
eo) agri” pre. vai a 


‘ hee | a Le 


ATTY aban 
qed as me “Z ae ae 


ioe tt efcte o1n wie otad zs), 


Wok £ wow wasay 3G: podeu: sane Se 
15 Beowge leno dtiv pnzesuosih — | 
t .benue son0 yerts Banat. oid on 


ne oe Dy heasions <era piitd de axon yne eo nvodate - 


mr on ‘tenis ghee a uaant haoses aft ad aasjetole 
; ve diner ‘eunereteas elit on ban spaupeet 


hc ¢- pee Deut be rll eteesy 9, wawi den 
- aay Fl ac: sxe ode" aralbat od ebutasi Oaf6.t 
ee DAAOAE AD tated 

+ was eee one pau: th 38,383 6.8 Hs 
ican : peel) a I eviaen, ‘sn Gi wesm 22a ah 
oe ; antag . rx? en? ‘qu ‘jaedienncenal ad2 a@isu 


268 vara SRG D0 


@ & ¢ _ i ra 


YY ieacndet aT: ‘ef haay Ames gna E art? 3 
mo 208 bent . of ogeiivisy ay hal. ave 


S% ‘ us oP vf af 
gerd diwe ani Witaos ermidoig oriyaey 249,20 ste? ised 
| ; sanu6 30 énel Jee ‘hinds 2aoa56 
ca i 
- _ i 
a on a io 
7 
, <s ! 
_ it - 
~— i! 7 a a 


= 


ee 


s] 


ellie ace Lele 


7s 


Ps ae = — 


THOMAS F. CONLIN 


Beat he 


OFFICIAL REPORTER 


20 


30 


40 


Re employment. I'm not out to dispute any previous briefs 
relative to the public. However, there are many young 
people who have received an academic standing which 
qualifies: them to apply for positions with the government 
establishments which were filled at one time by white 


people from the south. 


I realize that there was some mention to 
the possibility of closing the Moose Factory General 
Hospital. If this really happens people presently employed 
would be faced with a serious problem relative to employment. 
Most of the present employees are permanent residents and 
native people who as I mentioned earlier have achieved 
enough educational standards to qualify for the positions 


in which they serve. 


It has also been rumoured and I already 
heard it before mentioned this afternoon so I don't want 
to take it out just for that reason because not everybody 
heard this. It has also been rumoured that the DIAND, 
The Department of Indian Affairs and Northern Development, 
are thinking of relocating their office, from, Moose to 
Timmins. Here again many native people would be unemployed 
unless they followed the proposed move. I hope that the 
rumour is not. true as many of the people in the Bay area 


are not in favour of such, a move. 


Mr. Minister, I do not wish to be repetitious, 
and follow up with many others. This is always a good 
excuse for me of course, because even the oldest elder, 
the oldest man in the community has gone and stolen part 
of my speech so I will have to leave that out, and I didn't 


Want to be repetitious. I thank you very much: fox “aavaine 


me this privilege 
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Loe wuetemace a few comments and IT wish you luck ain the 


Pest.Olsyour endeavour. Thank you very much. 


PETER MITTON: The next presentation is 
by Emile Nakegee, an elder from the Attawapiskat Band. 
Mary Lou Iahtail will do the translation on that. 


EMILE NAKEGEE 


EVrstvof all Mr. (Commissioner, s et would 
ike to ‘thank you. for Listening ‘to ald the meetingsrand 
presentations that have been done today and yesterday. 
iewould! luke “to “take ‘this opportunity. to thank you mor 


Gavang us a “chance to’ talk to: you openly. 


Iwas A chief for four! years: and gts tsseuy, 


Pbout six months ago that I quit from being a Chieti. 


T*would: like ‘to’ take this ‘oppostunieyaeo 
thank you for listening to all the presentations that were 
made by various people and I also hope this will help you 
to clarify, to help us with our various problems that you 
may have heard in the past and now that you are listening 


right here to our problems. 


One thing that really makes me happy a 
few minutes ago one of our elders made a presentation or 
was asked to make a presentation in signing of the treaty. 
Many times it used to make me sad when I was looking fax 
an elder who could give us some information in the time 
of signing of the treaty. He says where I come from most 


of my elders have passed away who were present in the 
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Signing of the treaty. 


Many times I used to question myself, what 
‘are we going to do for the future since all those elders 
who have signed the treaty have passed away. Many times 
I question myself what direction to go in dealing with 
10 those things. However, I'm referring to the different 
laws that are coming from the south that are covering us 
and there is no proof for us really to present the treaty. 
However, there has been a lot of research done to present 
to you with positive treaties, and many times I used to 
Say to myself, it would be a lot better if we renegotiate 
do the signing of the’ treaty in order to overcome of all the 
qditterent Laws that are coming from the South that are 
covering us and forbid us to function the way we Wseate 


EuUnCULOn “and” Tive’'so fruitfully in“our area at) one’ timer 


I am sure, Mr. Commissioner, that you 
will believe me when I say there has been some changes 
30 made by various governments in what they have promised 
| when our forefathers signed the treaty. One example that 
I can give you is that they used to have what they call 
the R.C.M.P. who would help us and serve us: because he 
was present at the time of the signing of the treaty. 
panee W. am "looking around ‘today you ‘willy not see an Re ee. 


A in serving many people. 
4 


i haven’ dot. too much things thace fT wema 
like to say although I have many things that I would like 
to talk with you, because there are many people present 
here who would Tike to’ do their presentations. “I’m Just 


Goimna- to *qive- you some of ‘the ‘things’ ‘that TP would’ Wike 
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you to know especially for our young people. 


Many times various governments used to come 
Our houses and talk to us about our children. They used 
to talk about it so much that we almost lost our way of 
life, our culture and our language and everything and the 


tOvalewayPot lite~of the Native person; 


Because you have written too many white 
man's laws and we listen to people who are coming to 
stress those laws to us, today we see that we have been 
wrong in listening and taking things too much because we 


Secaiteat tected our children today. 


I have children who are actually reciting 
it with me who have left about three years ago and they 
came and resided with me and they think that they will 
educate their children in the best possible way that those 


white people have told them. 


Those people I am talking about, the 
children of my own children and the children of my people 
here have the same problems because we see the education 
Ofsour-gqrandchildren, it affects*them so muchiand Témesure 
I’m not the only one saying this because the education 
alsosatfectsaslot of our native people's: chrldren ane 
how this can.be..solved, I don't know, or do you know any 


thing, Mr. Commissioner? 


I have one grandson who has been in school 
since he was seven years old and who has continued to 


receive education and after he completed his education he 
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looked for employment which he didn't find and when he 
got discouraged he came back to me and said, Grandfather, 


you teach me how to live in our own way of life. 


And I was happy to take my grandson and 
give him the best kind of teaching I can give him to show 


Cureway Of life and with the culture that will help ham 


| also, that will give him something to have an income with. 
However, I have brought something for you that I weuld 
| like to present you today and what has happened to my 


| grandson when he was trying very hard to help himself 


towards income. 


At times it's very hard to tolerate how a 
white man treats an Indian who is trying very hard to help 
himself. Sometimes it's very hard to accept that and these 
young people who have gone out to educate themselves and 
have come back and look for employment, you can't hardly 
blame them for getting discouraged when they are not 

30 employed, when looking for unemployment from the way of 


their education. 


And my grandson»had the priyvilegesandehe 
was very lucky in trapping and he got himself a polar bear 
which he was told that he would get about $500 to $1000 
, a for a polar bear and he describes a letter fromitenes 
| Bay. This letter said because there are too many laws 
that are really fighting us my grandson could have gotten 
for a polar bear in the amount of $800 af he had given to 
an individual buyer that who was offered to pay $800 for 
ae the polar bear, because we have so many white laws that 


erecetighting ussand»forbid. us to do things, you know, we 
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didsnovrget that; we have to obey the laws that the 


Natural Resources have on us. 


Yesterday I heard someone mentioned that 
foe 54), that Man is a treaty indian,and in 1954 he got 


himself a moose and “hei .got. ined s i100 “tor killing face 
moose. 


At this time Mr. Commissioner I would like 
to ask you to try an alternate way to help the Native 
people in their decision making with various governments 
so that the Native people will know how, in the best 
possible way to make decisions for the people in generations 


to come. 


I am from Attawapiskat and the people of 
Attawapiskat are waiting for your arrival and they will 
tell you how they feel about the generation of their 


children. 


And this grandson of mine who I am talking 
about that he sent the polar bear to North 
Pav to theniuritradéers andthe got 1$131295 whicheheacorld 
have gotten more than that if he had given it to an 
individual buyer. However, I talked to one of the Natural 
Resources people here. I want to take that polar bear 
back so that we can have it back where we can*get some 
more. 

That's all I ‘have to sayy Mr 

Commissioners “At this time I ‘would like gto take the 
Opportunity to wish you the guidance of our Creator in 


helping you and always through your life especially in 
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these proceedings to guide you to -decide whatever wetre 
going to decide together for the Native people. fiers 


important for all nations to work together so that we will 


all be comfortable in God's creation. Thank you. 


THE COMMISSIONER: Thank vou. 


PETER MITTON: We will now call on Munroe 
Linklater who is Chief of the Moose Band here in Moose 


Pactory. 
CHIEF MUNROE LINKLATER 


Greetings to our fair island, Mr. 


Commissioner. 


"Sir: Your history books and encyclopedias 
assume that our history began with the advent 
of outsiders searching for a route to Cathay, 
that's China today. Your maps and atlases which 
we adopted recently show James and Hudson Bay 
which were named after these explorers, who 
supposedly discovered a "new"land. So perhaps 
let me refresh your memory and retrace some of 
the happenings. They sailed across the ocean 
enduring sea-sickness, storms, scurvy, Starvation, 
loneliness, fear and disease. But imagine just 
foria moment, what it was like for my ancestors? 
We discovered this land and we came on foot, on 
snowshoes no less, pulling a toboggan. How about 


that? 
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~het mertell: you avshipycan- camry a doe 
more food and supplies, than a toboggan any day. 
However, our achievements and our contributions 
ane only given lip service anisyour histony poooks. 
Gur \txrue history is beyond your realm of compre— 
hensaon -—- you couldn’t imagine for a moment. 
2o, tii go back =— tothé outsiders looking om 
Cathay for a change. 


We are told by your books that a lone Cree 
hunter during the winter of 1610-11 (368 years ago) 
approached Hudson's ships which was trapped in 
20 the ice at the southern end of the Bay and offered 

the men a few furs in exchange for a hatchet and 
some trinkets. This was our first contact with 
the foreigners. Henry Hudson didn't survive, but 
the fur trade did. James Bay was the cradle of 


Canada’ S-tirst industry , the fur: trade. 


Our immigration policy was based on the 
i» Golden Rule, - Do unto others as you would have 
themedo unto yous These outsiders £117se.seusup 
shop or better still established trading posts at 


Rupert,-River. 


And’ in the “year 1668 the yhitp Nonsucm 7 a7 
a Seaman named Gillam and Grosseiilers ‘on board 
ae arrived at the mouth of which is now Rupert River, 
guided there by, friendly Amerindians. By the 
9th of December the river was frozen and the 
outsiders built a wooden house and named it Fort 
Charles. “They dig a cellar Te teec deep rs 


preserve their beer for the winter, as they'd 
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"have some left for the trap back home. Country 
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food was abound in them days; rabbit; "Parcricge. 
pike and moose meat, meant the difference between 
life and death to these men, not a Single of 


their men died that winter. 


In the spring of 1669, three hundred 
Amerindians came in to trade, they were friendly, 
but this wasn't good enough, Gillam claims to have 
Madea treaty of 'friendship", whereby. he suppos- 
edly purchased the legal right to the soil. This 
underlines the disparity in values and priorities 
which was present in our relationship from the 
outset. On 2nd May 1670, under the great seal of 
England, a Royal Charter incorporated, the Governor 
& Company of Adventurers of England trading into 
the Hudson Bay, which we know as the 'Bay'. On 
the’ Sist May, a second ‘ship ‘the Prince Rupert 
set out from England for the Bay. This was no 
Simple trading ship, they brought bricks, building 
materials, powder, shot and cannons. The ship 
arrived on the 8th of September, and they promptly 
buried their beer again. The following year Mr. 
Radisson made a two month visit to the Moose 
Seepee, others followed him to trade for beaver 
and other furs. However all the explorers returned 
home in 1671. Maybe they ran out of beer. What 
happened to the furs in London? They were 
auctioned, by candle, hides.were made as the candle 
burned and whoever made the highest bid when the 
flame went out was the purchaser, a fair transaction, 
fairer. than. pitting. up; furs, tothe height Of a cau 


or bartering away rum or brandy. The 1672 fur 
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w 
Sales from James Bay alone grossed in excess 


of L3,680. Who said that the natives never paid 
taxes, when the first pelt was ever transacted 

we paid taxes in lieu of royalties. But for the 
next three ‘centuries not 4 Single penny was spent 
by the Bay in meaningful attempt to provide equal 
educational opportunity to the Amerindtans, “as 
this would threaten ‘the stability of the “fun 
economy and profit was their motive. We don't 
need any “experts” telling us “that present cay 
corporations ignore our social needs, we've given 
you three hundred years to prove that and you 
failed. 


In 1672 another expedition set sail for 
the Bay, this time carrying bricks and mortar co 
build a fort at the Moose Seepee. Meanwhile 
French traders from Quebec had constructed a post 
nearby further up the Rupert River. Thus likewise, 
nations of Europe fought each other for dominance 
of the fur trade and the country until the Treaty 
of Utrecht settled matters in 1713. Inthe mean- 
time Moose Factory had been re-named St. Louis. 


And other forts at Moose and Albany were built. 


The effects of these forts was devastarma 
to the. Coastal Cree. By the tate ll / th ycenrii 
we already depended on a regular annual supply 
of European goods. We looked to the traders now 
for food, especially in the Spring when we arrived 
to await the geese. In April 1747 Chere were fc" 
Amerindians being fed daily at the Fort Albany on 
6atmeal. On April 14, 1786 the jJournaborepreae 
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"Moose \reperts, that «80unatives: young and old were 
fed daily.» The birongame was» killed off wethin 
100 miles of the fort and more and more natives 
were, attracted to thecsettlements. The turetrade 
brought welfare 'Oatmeal Welfare' to James Bay 
Over 200 years ago. —However, <urdng sthus tpentod 

10 the Cree. tribe of Amerindians. became the) most 
widespread, stretching west to the foothiiis, 
north to the MacKenzie River and east to Labrador. 
in, fact, one “of the largest rivers: im the wor kdl has 
a tCree, name meaning «'big river’ mo; now Mackenzie, 
but the Mississippi. Its watershed starts on the 
hunting grounds of the Plains Cree. Ironically the 
atlases don't consider rivers as communications 
systems on man made conveyances, without rivers 


the great land wouldn't.-be what it is today. 


In time we became dominated by the 'Big 

Three’ - traders, missionaries, and the R.C.M.P. 

During the past century, moreover the federal 
Pe government saw fit to enter into 'treaties' with 
the Amerindians. Missionaries who began, setting ~ 
up shop in James Bay in 1840, established boarding 
schools at the beginning of this century. Mean- 
while, a maze of hydro-electric dams were being 
built on our river systems; forests were stripped 
bare for lumber, pulp and ‘paper. And ‘the So7) was 
searched for gold. Since the Second World War 
day schools were built after a fashion on Indian 
Settlements. In the past twenty years, nursing 
stations, and larger schools were established. 
Also during the past decade or two, the multi- 


national corporations, having badly depleted the 
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"natural resources elsewhere, have turned their 
greedy eyes to the North. Our non-renewable 
resources: being their prime concern. “There as 
also the Third World Countries. These! corpora— 
tions live by the Golden Rule which is, he who has 
the gold makes the rules. A tragic example of 
big corporations' dillusion with the big govern- 
ment is the mercury poisoning of the Wabigoon 
River System. In complete disregard for the 
natives' wellbeing, depriving them of living as 
they used to know it, not to mention the dreaded 
Minamata Disease. The government agents handling 
water power along the course do so in the name of 
conservation. One method being used and sure 
death to the water fowl iS wrapping yellow plastic 
around its neck for identification purposes. 
Geedually it’s choking Ve to deaths Carcasces 

of geese have been found along the coast to prove 
this fact. There as: 4. flagrant disregard io: 
aircrart flight regulatrons during wild fowl 
spacing seasons along the coast. The Ministry of 
Natural Resources is by far the largest violeataw 
The reason being, ‘bird counting’, which swe tee 
strongly to be unnecessary and an obsolete fact 
of taking census. Surely there must be alternarea 


ways and more accurate census taking methods. 


These harassments have been seen right 
up to the Polar Bear Park and the CuULDF LES seen 
using Model Bell 500 helicopters on several 
occasions. Native people are very strong about 


these quarries on the waterfalls and have started 
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"to bring these aircraft now if harassments 
continue, perhaps Lighting! grassvand a tragic 


accident” and buréatcrats wild take’ notice: 


Just when our economy was struggling in 

the middle 50's the United States and Federal 
a governments undertook with their vast network radar 

stations known as as the Mid Canada Line. With 

no preparatory work done this boom emanated 

many problems and then some social problems by 

the box car load. it tore the native socizal 

fabric to shreds, the big wage construction workers 

were the order of the day, be it native or other- 
20 wise. With lots of wampum came broken homes, 
neglected children, the misuse of alcohol, the 
crime rate rose, the weekend binges became brawls. 
I am told by a colleague of mine that in one 
settlement alone no fewer than twenty-one children 
were fathered by outside construction crews 
mostly from the Porcupine Area in one construction 
period. “At*that’ time’ nobody even Giitted *amtimnger 
because money was king. Although a number of 
natives found permanent work in the aftermath, 
most natives were struck with wonderment because 
no long range planning was even devised by the 
leaders at that time. During that period when our 
Ke) traditional economy was being eroded to a settle- 
| ment dependent existence. This has been a real 

lowspoint an the histery ‘of ithe native peoples. 

But, by vartuerot this depth ot despair, a great 


awareness resulted of self-determination. 


As a result new native organizations have 
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“sprung up.across the land, making governments 
aware that we demand recognition as a people, 
andythat.we intend.to plan our own destiny. 
Unfortunately this has been a. slow,long,uphill 
battle and even now the summit is not in range. 
A-decadev.ago when L°sat ‘on thesNational indian 

10 Advisory Board, we were informed then for every 
dollar that is budgeted by the Department of 
Indian Affairs yearly operations only three cents 
found) its way to the reserve level. And it's 
very unlikely that it has increased substantially 
Since then, yes, you guessed it, the rest is 


ke spent in the big bureaucratic machine. 


Example: In the 1940's a transient Indian 
Agent with school age children did not have a 
favourable impression of his department's school 
on the island. He convinced the Ontario Education 
Department - which just built a new two room 
school in Moosonee, and which was ignorant even 
4 of our island's existence, that costly vehicles 
should. be. purchased to transport children.to, Mocsonee; 
when the native children refused to be transported, 
this failure was blamed on the natives and costs 
were buried. Twenty years later the newspaper 
headlines drew Ontario's attention to the problems 
40 of squatter settlements at Red Lake and Kenora. 
The politicians seeing the headlines pressed the 
panic button and jumped on their horses and galloped 
in circles. But what was their solution? Build 


a huge temple in Northeastern Ontario. 


The people of Moose Factory are in dire 
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"need of new school facilities. But this didn't 
make any headlines. The Big Blue Machine's 

gift to the poor people of Moosonee, and SOrry 
about that Moose Factory, your money was spent 

On the centre; and we used part of your blucarinea: 
fovadd insult to-einjuryy cone of theinsconsubtantrer 
reports recommended the physical re-location of 
all island residents to Moosonee. So much for 
convenrent political decisions made \imsOueen’s 


Park by experts. 


We, the people of Moose Factory are proud 

of our unique status. But the bureaucrats always 

20 . want. tO fit us anto their molds, -cto.use, cacea 
recipe to make us fit their formula, nowhere is 
this more apparent than in education. ~in 1867; 
native education was becoming a local matter. 
Then the bureaucracy was created in Ottawa to 
look after the needs of native peoples but not 

a the James Bay Cree. H.B.Co territory only 
joined Confederation in 1870, even then we were 
given no aid from Ottawa because there was no 
tueaty »"X-ed" until thirty-five: year sielaver: 
Thass bureaucracy’ sistill is not Pullyseaware te. ou 
needs today. The federal Department of Indian 
Affaics land ‘the sOntaric: ‘Minds toy fol Teaucaderon 

40 cannot even get together to approve our operative 
budget on<a perrcapita basis. -Thesbepar iments 
Ind#an Affairs have even gone so\faxr asjto Gilage 
fantly“break ‘its treaty obligations of which taco 
provide schools Right now welhaves212 children 

| who are attending an abandoned dormitory which 
does not meet federal fire safety standards. 


Meanwhile the Department of Indian Affairs are 
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"unable to meet the conditions laid down by the 
Moose Factory Island Public School Board of which 
I'm Chairman, for the renovations of the vacant 
Horden; Hall sas an alternative educational facriirey. 
At the present time we have approximately 410 pupils 
being'housed: in six different \buildings/) candsecene 
next September, the central heating in the two 
largest buildings Gis: to “he: cule Get sersomene 
prospects of our children does not look very bright 
next Fall, unless a crash program is undertaken 
to rectify the situation very soon.» To explain 
the cut off of the heating, the central heating 
plant which is owned by the Department of National 
Health & Welfare, will be undergoing major 
renovations and installing electric steam boilers 
instead of coal and will only serve its own build- 


ings. 


Thousands and thousands of gallons of 
print-ink has been used to spell out the perennial 
problems of unemployment, alcohol, housing, 
pollution of the environment, lack of recreation 
facilities throughout the James Bay Watershed and 
throughout thercourittrys 71 do 'notewish tobe 
repetitious and elaborate on these problems, 
surely "brief "after brief has (been tpresented= te 
you with these problems, and have spelled them out 
better than I could do. But one pressing problem 
which is acute throughout the country and the La 
Dain Commission so glaringly pointed out in its 
findings, is the abuse of alcohol and drugs. 
Simnceastirnead the article in the Reader's Digest, 


perhaps other communities have grabbed the bull 
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"by the. horns and have asserted, enough is enough. 
Mey are Pelly Bay, Bdzo “Rae, Frobisher Bay in 
Baffin Island, that was over eighteen months ago. 
I plan to take a trip up-there and «see for mysele 
and hope that other community leaders do likewise 
and your staff, sir,.and —see what transtormation= 
have resulted“since then. “At)» this writings! quec 
received a phone call from-our Reserve (Constable 
who reports that early this morning (Saturday) 
two young people were found on the ice road to 
Moosonee, as a result of dire circumstances, Gone 
was found dead, the other might not be expected 
to lave. Obviously another ‘alcoholic 2élared 


problem. 


We are not anti-development, but I want 
to emphasize that protective measures will have 
to be taken to ensure that a minimum social dis- 
ruption will have to be realized, should any 
large development be undertaken, namely the 
ONAKAWANA PROJECT. And I would like to underline 
that the developers and government unequivocally 
quarantee that no environmental damage will 
emanate from the stacks of any plant. One river 
system killed off is one river system too many. 
Perhaps we can excuse your forefathers for their 
ignorance,” but only if you can Learn, from ther 
mistakes. To allow any one segment of Ontario to 
be treated in this manner in which I described 
in the?preceding’ pages, ‘is“to’ invite the governs 


ment to treat us all this way whether native or 


non-native. 
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"Thene axe ten basicy points: which, you 


must, and I repeat, you must consider when 


approaching change; 


ila 


6. 


allow people to participate in planning any 
change that will affect them personally. 

This makes them part of the change instead of 
ViICiiMse Or arts 

make sure the reasons for change are clearly 
understood. 

make sure the results of change (good or bad) 
are anticipated. People are not unduly upset 
by events which they expect and prepare for 
them. 

make sure that the whole truth about change is 
freely circulated. 

never tell anyone he or she must change. 


People who make their own decisions are more 


committed to those decisions. 


never attack what a person has done in the 
past, whatever it might have been. To strip 
anyone of their pride does not generate 
enthusiasm for a new way of doing things, 

and makes any change a traumatic experience. 
build on the past by making sure the change 

is seen as a point in a continuum from what was 
to what will be. 

make change a continuing evolving process. 
never introduce a major change until attitudes 
against a change have been softened. 

empathize with people involved and truly 


understand what a change will mean to them. 
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"These ten steps call for mutual respect. 

You did ‘not follow'them during the past “centuries. 
Strive to follow them in the future and remember 
that human resources are much more valuable than 
any cult of technology and exploitation. And to 
reiterate we are not anti-development, but pro- 
people. A pro-people approach cannot go hand in 
hand with centralized government, it requires 
local community input and mutual respect. Too 
often centralized decisions have been costly 
failures, ignoring the needs of the grass roots. 
Before I make my concluding remarks permit me to 

Yo) cite a few points which we feel very strongly 
of pertaining to the treaty, when our grandfathers 
Signed the treaty early this century. In their 
travels of the watersheds, His Majesty's treaty 
party was explicitly anstructed to carny lou one 
specific mission, and that was to acquire this 
vast tract of land mass for a handful of coins 

. annually and Place the native ina, panceimer Wand 

| to pursue their own way of Life until Wnterruperen 


came along, which it has. 


tt was apparent: 

a) that the treaty party was not to alter 
its specific terms as laid down in 
Ottawa whether they were accepted or 
not. 

bb)" ‘that the officials representing tne 
King fully well knew the value of the 
land requested to be ceded to the Crown. 

c) that they were aware that the natives 
were not able to communicate with them 


in the full sense of the word. 
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"ad)) That the natives had! no counsel. 

e) that the natives were impressed by the 
pomp and ceremony and the authority of 
the officials. 

f) that they were dealing with uneducated 
people in the legal sense of the word. 

g) that the treaty party capitalized on 
the occasion by exploiting the accom- 
panying clergy which the natives had 
respected to gain their own ends. 

h) that the natives really did not know 
or fully understand the meaning and 

Ss implications of the treaty. 

i) that a father image was being advanced 
by the authorities. 

j) that the alleged consideration that was 
being advanced by the treaty party 
to the natives in exchange for the ceded 
land was not totally appreciated by 
the natives, nor could they understand 
the concept binding their heirs and 
assigns to these documents. 

k) that respect and the ceremony with 
which the officials were dealing with 
the natives lulled them into a passive 
mood as the journals of the party 


would indicate. 


That forever and a day for all intents 
and purposes it is obvious that whoever read their 
fournals of the treaty party sand, Wistory 17) aie 
making, that His Majesty's treaty party commissioners 


perpetrated legal fraud in a very sophisticated 
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"Manner, upon unsophisticated, unsuspecting 


natives. We have well recognized their undisputed 


sovereign rights of these aboriginal lands. 


In conclusion I would like to quote one of 
my grandfathers who signed the treaty from a 
Statement he made at Fort Albany. His name was 
Solomon. That's: from. my grandmother's sides (its 
part of a conversation he made with the late 
Bishop Renison. Solomon commented, 'wherever 
the whiteman goes he makes work and trouble, he 
is not happy himself and therefore cannot make 
others happy'. Renison replied 'But surely, 
Solomon, you must admit that civilization jis 2 
good thing, for without it the human race would 
not progress’. Solomon rolled his black ‘tobacco 
between his palms and asked, 'But what are you 
progressing to? The wonders you are making do not 
change the body of man nor contribute to his 


happiness.' 


I have been in Cochrane and I once went 
with Governor of the Hudson Bay Company “to Montreal? 
Along. the height of land the trees.were dead sand 
burned by the whiteman, the moose and beaver were 
gone forever, the flowers and the moss have been 
scraped off the hills when they were looking for 
gold, the lakes where the ducks used to breed axe 
green with poison from the mines, the railroad 
trainers .great Medicine, ~but aim Vs moLsas half so 
terrible as the lightening of an August storm. 
Kitche-Manitou would never have made all these 


things to pass forever from his world. The 
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"whiteman makes a god of himself. In VoOur -greae 
GreLes men live in cilities, © bike swallows ime ne 
biver -bank, ‘and you. cannot..see, the sun... io am 
told that men are awakened by a devil's machine 
before daybreak year after year, and they work 
all day, every day from their home, never seeing 


Gieir Own childreniby’ daylight, 


As for mé, 1 work and Trest' as’ Lipleace, 
when the sun rises “in the<morning», Te ene .da ers 
fine I call to my wife and we pack our tent and 
load our canoe. We paddle forty miles downstream, 
when the sun returns to the tops of the trees in 
the evening, I push the canoe ashore with my paddle 
and in a half an hour, there is a new tent site 
and a new fire. And when the stars come out at 


night, wherever they find me I am home. 


As a footnote, Sir, these hearings will be 
the first and the last time natives north of. 59 
will be heard, so for crying ou loud, con teance 


your mandate now, you have just started. Thank you." 


THE COMMISSIONER: Thanks very much Chief. 


Maybe together in the future we can do better. 


Sei ot NO. oer: Submission by Chief Munroe 
Linklater. 


PETER MITTON: We have two people making 
the next presentation, Wally Turner and Colleen McLeod 


who are students at Moose Factory. 


WALLY TURNER 


'My mame isi Wally jTurner Wr live an 


Moose Factory, I'm 12 years old. I am speaking 
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"on behalf of my class, Moose Factory Public School. 


Will they be killing the animals and wasting the 
food? We the Grade Sixes and Fives go goose 
hunting in the fall, trapping in the winter, and 
camping in the spring. Will we be able to do this 
in the future? Will we be able to go trapping 


on our traplines? 


If there are too many people chasing the 
animals there won't be any left, and there will be 
a lot of pollution. Our animals will blow away 
like dust. 


Moose Factory is just a small community, 
but it's been around for 300 years. The people of 
Moose Factory are happy with what they have, the 


land, as we like it. Thank you." 


aoe re ONO 505.09. Submission by Wally Turner. 


COLLEEN MCLEOD 


"I “would Tike to introduce mysevi, Colleen 
McLeod of Class 6B, Moose Factory Public School. 
A few years ago we once swam in clean fresh water. 
Nowadays in the summer we seldom go swimming 
since the water is not as clean as it used to be. 
When we go fishing we see fish floating around 


because the water is polluted. 


A lot of people depend on the food that they 
get from the land and from the water. Who can 
eat fish from polluted water? We would like to 


keep on living the way we have always lived. 
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"We would like our Children to"enjoy the Kind o£ 


life that we are having. 


In the future we don"t want our water; aur, 
and land polluted when Moose Factory changes 
because we have seen what it has done to the 
CLeLes. 

We want clean fresh water, air, and land. 


Thank Vou." 


THE COMMISSIONER: (Thank vou? |) Could vast 


you your name? 
Colleen McLeod. 
THE COMMISSIONER: Thank's Colleen. 
= -HAHIBIT NO. 320: Submission by Colleen McLeod. 


PETER. MITTON:. .Next dod Jake -toucalivou 
Raphaal Wabano, who is an elder from Attawapiskat, who 


isenOws residing, inthe Senior Citizens Home in Meosouece. 
RAPHAAL WABANO (Mrs.MARY Lou Iahtail, translator) 


He says 1 would like to take this 
opportunity to tell you how happy I am to talk to you in 
person. This never happened to me before Demy. 1 ee 
I would like to present you that thing 
that was given to you before this morning at the presenta- 
tion of the Fort Albany Chief. He asked me to present 


you aman who is a native to the North 
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you know and not recognized in the Treaty. 


I also have one problem like that in my own 
family, that my Son married a woman and one of their first 
sons is not recognized as a native person, because my son adopted 
Pewter >S first son Snd I tad approached two chiefs to help 
me in the past to see if my grandson could be recognized in 


the Treaty but so far we haven't been successful. 


beteel “thar this sa san important individual 
problem to bring up because there are other people with 
these problems and to me it is important and I have to 
is Speak up on behalf of my grandchild and that he is so 
small. Now, he's a grown up person now and I'm still 
talking for his future to see what can be done about to 
help him for his future. 


The reason I have brought this up because. 


out of their welfare and their old pensions they are 


— Of 


expected to pay the rent from that, also from that cheque 
they have to buy the food and clothing. They also have 


to buy other items that are necessary Lor sthem-. 


Sometimes people have to buy something 
but it is very expensive, according to what they need. 
What I mean by this they have to Ger a qun a unoror or 
canoe or something like that and yet they are expected to 


Pay out of their own pension money, their welfare. 


The reason for me saying this, I wonder if 


HOMAS F. CONLIN 


ICIAL REPORTER 
a 3304 


there would be any possibility for them to have an 
additional income to pay for their rent besides the welfare 


and their pension. 


If they are expected to pay after buying 
all those things, after looking at your income from your 
welfare and from your pension. When you look at these 
Piings- there is hardly nothing Left for you to buy food 


Orpany other, things. 


that's all I have to-say regarding the 
welfane /ana ‘Pre ota age pensioners, but I can also say the 
same thing for the people who are also employed because 
they have to pay everything so that they “ean Go on" iaVving 
in, Ontario Housing and: at the same time their living is 


SsoLcostly. 


Some of these people do have problems and 
even though they are employed 
they have a hard time to buy food especially for those 


people who have big families. 


That's allvyiI¢m going to-say- for now 
because those are the main things that I wanted to bring up 
to you even though I know I would have much to say, but 
since there are other people who want to say a few things 


iwill give them a chance to bring i tatopyou. 


He says a lot of those things that I wanted 
to bring up have been brought up in various presentations. 


Thank you very much for allowing me to speak. 
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THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you very much,and 
may I just comment very briefly with regard to the status 
of your friends and I'm really not familiar at all with 
that= problem that that entails, but I will look) into 2 0.en 
fewLlt be. in-touch with, you. ,1. 7ust cant say anvyeqinud 


on it now because I just frankly don't know. Thank you. 


PETER MITTON: I'd now like to call upon 
representatives of St. Thomas' Anglican Church. One is 


Dr. Rev. Canon LouUttit and J.A. Sturnettc. 
DR. LOUTT IT 


First of all may we say how happy we are 
to have you with us in our community, one of the early 
historic sites of Ontario. We are proud to say that we 
are six months older than Kingston, the oldest English 
settlement in Ontario. We are happy to have you with us 
and to have this opportunity just to give you a little 
30 bit of information and some concern and some of the problems 


that we have up here. 


"Tt is very difficult to separate concerns 
of the Church from those of the community, so 
many of the following will reinforce previously 


mentioned ones. 
In regards to transportation: 


For work in these areas, the Church has 
depended upon mobility. In the early days, 
she provided her own or depended on local people 
q in order to service camps and communities. With 


improvements, such as air travel, the Church has 
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"been able to provide valuable service more easily 
here in these northern areas as well as throughout 


Canada and the world. 


However, cost of travel in this particular 
northern area has risen to such an extent that it 


would be easier to service England, cost-wise, 


10 
than it is to travel economically in these areas. 
Surely some sort of subsidization of air travel 
could be arranged. This is noticeable to all who 
reside in these areas and must depend on air travel. 
Regarding the Environment: 
xe) 


| The Church shares the concern of all for 
the environment in which we live. Misuse of the 
land by anyone, either resident or from outside 
the area, violates God's intention that we have 
responsible dominion in this world and we support 
any action to control activity in these ecolo- 


gically sensitive areas. 


We are particularly concerned when organiza- 
tions involved in altering the face of the environ- 
ment do so without reference to the local people, 
many of whom hold licenses for trapping, etc. in 
the area concerned. ..More consideration for local 
involvement in decision making processes concerning 


this area should be given. 
Tourism and fCulture:s 


The Church at Moose Factory is particularly 
concerned with events affecting tourism. This 
arises from the fact that we provide, at present, 


one of the main tourist attractions and the main 
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“SOULCE Of Trefreshments to the loland tourists. 


Possibly more monies might be provided 
tesald the rehabillitatiom of existing, structures 
as well as implementing a cultural program. 

This program might take the form of research 

into traditions of the past in this area, then 
develop. into a program for tourists, not unlike 
those in other places where demonstrations at the 
historic sites are presented. Winter activity, 
for some time, would be involved where the 
residents could do the research and put together 
the necessary accoutrements. This would require 
oO financing from outside sources until it could 


become self-supporting. 


A project of this nature would do much to 
overcome the cultural void which has been growing 
in this area for some time as well as encourage 
local initiative. 

0 Other briefs presented have covered areas 
| of concern such as Health, Education and Housing 


needs." 


| And at this point may we say that we 
support in these areas the Treaty No. Nine in their efforts 
), to better the needs of their people. 
"The Church shares many of those concerns 
since she was instrumental in the beginnings 
of health care and education in the early days. 
The other briefs have expressed most of the real 


concerns at present. 
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"This presentation is necessarily brief 
because others have voiced the community's 
concerns admirably. The above-mentioned three 
areas of concern are to reinforce the more 
documented presentations of others in our 
community, also to let others know that the 
Church watches with active concern any attempts 
to alleviate hardships encountered by residents 


here in Moose Factory and area." 


I would like to thank you and wish you 
God Speed in your travels and much success in your 
endeavours to help others who need help. Thank you very 
Kinch ye 


THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you very much. 


---EXHIBIT NO. 321: Submission by St. Thomas' 


Anglican Church. 


PETER MITTON: Could I call upon John Long, 


a resident of Moose Factory to give the next presentation. 


JOHN LONG 


"Mr. Commissioner, I would like to comment 


on two particular aspects of ‘development’. 


First, wery briefly; many, people have 
decried the effects of short-term development. 
But what does it mean to the actual people 
involved? When the R.C.M.P. detachment closed 


recently, after half a century in Moose Factory, 
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"the change had no impact whatsoever on the 
transient staff - who were stationed in the area 
for’ two or three years at «most. “But their 
local constable was in an entirely different 
position - his only options were (a) to accept 
a transfer hundreds of miles from the village where 

Mg he was born and raised, and thus complete his 
required years of service for retirement benefits, 
On. (bb), to. .resignrand try-to “find valternative 
employment - probably at lower wages, and with 
loss of benefits. An identical situation resulted 
when the Northern Canada Power Commission vacated 
the island - the choice was either to transfer 

to another region as distant as the Northwest 
Territories, or accept lower wages locally, and 

an uncertain employment future. The large 
hospital staff - the largest employer on the 
island is the hospital - could easily face a 


| Similar fate. 


I have introduced the term 'transient' - 
which some people may object to (as I did when I 
first heard myself called by this term). But very 


clearly, the short-term projects which I have 


| 

| mentioned had serious effects on local residents - 
| that is, people born and raised in the area, and 
wa almost without exception Native. Transients, 

| generally, had a cosmopolitan Careér” patterns 

. and; if the job: onthe island dried’ up, there wae 
in most instances no great love for the area, no 
grandparents Of COUSINS “tO induce them to stay, 


= and no house of their own. 
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"Some people may object to the word 
"transient' because it reminds them of the 
reality Of colonialism — which Carer hic tara 
described so well yesterday. How else can we 
explain the tremendous housing benefits and 


2 Salaries and northern allowances which we 


transient 'professionals' receive? Mr. Joel 
Linklater touched on this when he mentioned the 


low wage scales for skilled local craftsmen. 


One of the speakers from the Kenora 
region called the Treaty 9 Declaration 'racism 
in reverse'. This person, sad to say, did not 

20 understand the reality of colonialism; to be 


charitable, at least he was being honest with 


himself - it is hard for many non-Natives, to 
understand and accept the facts. The truths which 
history reveals sometimes hurts - the emperor 
of democracy, fair play and equal opportunity 


wears no clothes. 


Fortunately, there are a few faint 

flickers of hope. Here in Moose Factory there is 

an all-Native school board. Racism in reverse? 

Perhaps on the surface it may look that way. 

However, this board - which was created here twenty- 

two years ago - was the first experiment in Native 
ef control of Native education in Canada. For over 
a dozen years, one member of this board represented 
the Moose Band, and the other two members were 
drawn from the ranks of transient Indian agent, 
transient hospital administrator, or transient 


residential school administrator. The Native 
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Members formner Chairman wGilbert. parics = 
prov,vdedsthe. only, icontinuity during (chie) tame:, 

He, alone, during these formative years, was 
qualified to make decisions which were based 
ubonwsa thorough understanding of he vculeuce se: 
the area and the needs of its children. The 
transient non-Native trustees came and went in 
rapid succession. As a direct result, for the 
past several years there has been - of necessity - 
an all-Native Board, with broad powers and 
responsibilities. These men will, moreover, 

live to see the long-term results (both positive 
and negative) of their decisions - they are thus 
accountable to themselves and their community 

in a way that almost all non-Natives ‘can never be; 
Tt is this ultimate accountability, together with 
either an intimate acquaintance with the culture, 
language and people or at least a total acceptance 
of them, which distinguishes between transients 
and: local.Native people. i am, aS 1s any outeider, 


a transient. until: 1 can prove otherwise. 


This Commission too, Justice Hartt, will 
be transient in its effects unless you can prove 
differently. Like so many of us non-Natives, 


you cannot guarantee that you will be here in 


ten years' time to accept responsi Duley or 
your actions and recommendations. But, unfortunately ,| 
the human problems people speak of, are not 
transient. The Native people have been here since 
the last Ice Age, and have a better chance than the 
rest of us’ to’ survive the next one. This being 


the case, I conclude that the lion's share of the 
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“decision-making mustiiwrestiiin “the Wands) of 

local Native people. Otherwise, the emperor of 

democracy, fair play and equal opportunity will 

continue to wear no clothes - which is inconsistent 

noLsoniby with; the climate, but with the adeare 

to which we aspire in this country. I would like 
s Go close with a cliche, but it islan appropriate 


one: 


You will find no strangers here in Moose 
Factory; yet there are many friends here, if 


you choose to meet them. 
Thank you." 
---ExHnIBIT NO. 322% Submission by John S. Long. 


PETER MITTON: There is possibly an hour 
more of presentations and I suggest that we maybe just 
Ae takeva’ five minute break, just to loosen up a) little bit. 
| Don't go away too far so we can all get back together 


in the shortest time possible. 
-~--Brief recess. 
---On resuming. 


LYLE MCLEOD 


My name is Lyle McLeod from the Grade 5 
class in Moose Factory. If they go ahead and build dams 


on the Albany River there wouldn't be any trapping grounds 
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and hunting grounds for the trappers and the hunters. 
Probably they would come to Moose Factory and Moosonee. 
There would hardly be any trapping and hunting grounds 
Porv the people that live in the Moose Factory and the 


Moosonee area now. 


¥ BRIAN WESLEY 
My name is Brian Wesley from the main 
school. My brother traps on the weekends and he snared two, so} 
far he trapped five rabbits and he likes it. I would like | 
to do this, too,*and 1 jhope «the land wid) mot schange sand) 
20 hope “it willvwstay Like this. 
HOWARD RICKARD 
My name is Howard Rickard. I started 
trapping on January the 8th, 1978. I trap only on the 
weekends. So far I only caught two martens. ih 
pe skinned one trying to immerse the other one. I enjoy 


trapping. I hopertthat (Imcan continue torerep tin iiae. 


futures. Tevhank«you'. 


This is what some Moose 
Factory students wrote to the tune of This Land 


is “your thand,» this thand-rs0ourn Lana: 


(A song by students from Grade 5B, Moose Factory 


School) 
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30 


Sena’ Y  NO.. 323% Song = Moose Factory (Land. 


PETER MITTON: Because of the time we 
request that anybody making a presentation if you could 
keep it as short as possible or we'll never get to eat 


that feast. 


HEATHER FARIES 


My name is Heather Faries. 


"This is the land of Indians and we want 
to keep it, so we can hunt animals and get 
clothing for the children. We can hunt and 
trap wild animals. Then we eat them. This is 
a free land and we want it to be free all our 


lives. 
---EXHIBIT NO. 324: Submission by Heather Faries. 


PETER MITTON: The next presentation is 


by the James Bay Cree Society. Could we have your names please 


PEGGY SAILORS 


My name is Peggy Sailors on behalf of the 
James Bay Cree Society. On my right is Clifford Trapper 


and on my left is Ida Faries, both members of the James 


Bay Cree Society. 
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IDA FARRIES 


"Mr. Commissioner: May I introduce our 


group Of young people to you. 


In march Of 1977, *a group “Of twenty —a uve 


young Cree adults met together and organized the 


10 


"Wenipako Eyiweots' (translation - James Bay 


Cree Society). These young adults were concerned 


Are 


on the rapid assimilation and deterioration of 


ee 


our people's socio-economic state; spiritually, 


traditionally and culturally. 


Mr. Commissioner: We are the young 
generation of today. We are the future native 
leaders of Northern Ontario. We have experienced 
life in two societies; the life of the whiteman's 


push-buttom world yand) Ghes lafestylet ergo, 


A TTP SE HS 


ancestors. Many of us have the qualified trades 
and experiences in whiteman's modern technology. 
Many of us have been educated, lived and worked 


in the cities’ of Canada, but over 902<0f our 


oe 


young natives have returned to their homelands on 


a 


the James Bay, where our people have lived and hunted 


for centuries and centuries unto this very day. 


We were taught by our people to respect 
the land and the resources it provides us, on 
which for many years our ancestors have based 
their economic, social and traditional lifestyle. 
Many times through our younger years, we were 
thrilled on the trapping, hunting and fishing 


experiences, which we shared with our families 


and friends. We were also taught to respect 
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"the animals and not to waste the food which we 
receive iiromithe Mandy )wabsooto Share “these foods 
with our neighbours. Our ancestors have received 
great knowledge from our Mother Earth and her 
elements. These learnings are passed down from 
generabwvon to vgeneraticons We, in turn, ows 
pass these learnings,on!to our children and they 
will continue to generations yet unborn. There- 
fore, we must help preserve these learnings, our 
language and the socio-economic lifestyle of our 


people from complete extinction. 


We greatly love and respect our Mother 


Earth. We cannot abuse or destroy her: 


1. by diverting the rivers from their original 


beds, 
by damming the rivers and flooding trapping 


N 


and hunting territories of our people, 

3. by clear cutting mass areas of her beautiful 
forests, 

4. by polluting her magnificent river systems, 

5. by disrupting ‘her soils and raping her 
resources, 

6. by disturbing the wildlife species, 


7. by interfering with her elements. 


These actions would certainly disturb and 


anger her children, who respect: her \Weltuti 


support our people and the Ojibway people on their 


"Declaration of Nishnawbe-Aski' of July 1977. 


May we quote from Nishnawbe-Aski: 


'We can no longer permit the progressive 


rape of our Mother Earth and its lifegiving 
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""forces. We have our children to save. 
The continued existence of our race is a 
sacred mandate passed on to us by our 
ancestors: “Today “our relationship with you 
must change. We will only accept your 
meaningful involvement. It will be on our 


terms,or not at all.' 


Mr. Commissioner: We also support our 
people when they say that development North of the 
50th parallel must be controlled, so that the 
economic, social and traditional lifestyle of our 
people will not be affected by the disturbance 
or destruction of the environment. We also agree 
that all native people of Northern Ontario be 
directly involved in all negotiations regarding 


developments in the North. 


In the early 1950's, the Ontario Hydro 
electric power dam was being built on the Abitibi 
River at Otter Rapids. Three other dams such as 
Little Long Rapids, Harmond and Kiplin on the 
Mattagami River were also built. These water 
systems drain into the Moose River then on into 
James and Hudson Bays. Our people in this area 
were promised jobs. The Northern communities 
were to receive electricity and a highway was to be 
built north to Moosonee. Thanks to the whiteman 
the promise of a highway was not built into our 
communities. Our elders say that this has saved 
our area from complete encroachment on their 
traditional trapping and hunting territories. 


As for jobs, they only lasted ten years or less. 
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"Electricity was not received in some communities 
until 1976, almost fifteen years after these dams 
were completed and operating. To this day the 
small communities between Otter Rapids and Moosonee 
are still without electric power, even though the 
power lines run through only a half mile from 

10 their communities. We understand that these dams 
are operated from the Pinard station at Fraserdale 
Canyon by push-button remote control and man- 


powered by just a few men. 


Mr. Commissioner: Will our people face 
and experience these same problems, which they have 
20 in the past, by developments? We will fully 
support our leaders and people in preventing 


this from happening in the future. 


The Onakawana Lignite Development Corpora- 
tion has promised the native people of our area 
jobs for at least thirty years. They ane also going 
to divert the Medicine Creek and the Onakawana 

| Rivervinto the Abitibi, River. ~This wotldacertaw- 
ly destroy wildlife species in these areas. The 
Abitibi River was once a magnificent river and 
had an abundance of many species of fine fish. 
Today,y.from the many dams on<itsusystem, gine 
Abitibi River is dry and is now unsuitable to 

40 travel on because of dirty muddy waters. Fish 
in this river have now completely disappeared. 
The Abitibi and Moose River would certainly be 
completely contaminated from the waste disposals 


from the Onakawana Project and the river diver- 


sions. 
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“Our people and wildlife species in James 

Bay and Moose River baSin would certainly be 
affected by these kinds of development. This is 
why we support our people when they say that care- 
ful planning and negotiations with our native 
people be done, before large developments begin 

10 their operations. We believe in what our elders 
have always told us; that the Creator gave us the 
environment to share with our brothers and sisters - 


not for us to destroy. 


We have seen the promises of the 1905 
Treaty #9 broken many times by the two levels of 
20 governments of this country. We have also seen 
| our people mistréated by the different govern- 
ment agencies of this province. We hope in the 
future this will change for the betterment of 


the native people, both for the elderly and young. 


Mr. Commissioner: We are proud and 
‘pleased to have had this opportunity to present 
our thoughts and concerns to you, as young adults 
of the James Bay area. We support our leaders in 
recommending that all proposed developments North 
| of the 50th cease, until your Inquiry on Northern 
| Environment is completed. May we quote again 


from Nishnawbe-Aski: 


'The success of our future will depend 

on our leaders of tomorrow. These young 
people are adjusting to new forms of 
knowledge. Our experience will also 
strengthen their involvement. We expect 
that you in turn will encourage your young 


people to understand our lifestyle.' 
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"Mr. Commissioner: In closing, may we say 
that you have established respect from our native 
people of Northern Ontario. We like to take this 
opportunity to welcome you back to our communities 
to share with our people their lifestyle and speak 
with our elderly on their experiences with the 
land. We will always continue to practise and 
revive our spiritual, traditional and cultural 


lifestyle of our ancestors. 


Please do not disappoint us. You must help 
us preserve our land and stop the continuous rape 


of our natural environment. 


May the spirits of our ancestors guide you 
and your colleagues safely throughout Northern 


Ontario. Meegwech:" 


---EXHIBIT NO. 325: Submission by the James Bay 


Cree Society. 


PETER MITTON: The next presentation is 
by Simeon Metat, an elder from Fort Albany. 


SIMEON METAT (translated by Mary Lou Iahtail) 


It is a great pleasure for me to be able 
to say to youthat I am very thankful, especially to 
our Creator, who has given me life during the day to see 


these actual happenings. 


And I also thank you for making you and your colleagues 


hear me and see what happens to our country today and for 
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me, to be able to see what is actually happening. 


I would like to say just a few words to 
you to tell you how hard it was for me to bring up my own 
children. Life was hard at times in the bush and tCryang 
to survive and bring up my own family. One day a govern- 
ment employee came to see me in my home and say, I would 
like you to come to the war. I will give you a salary 
if you come and I did agree to go with him and my brother. 


$1.10 was my salary. 


When I came back from the war I returned 
to my reserve and my own lifestyle and I continued to live 
the way I used to live before I left. While we were 
living that way there were two people died in our camp. 
At this time what I am trying to say is we did apply 
ourselves in helping ourselves to an extensive degree. 
Seeing those people that they were working so hard towards 
their survival. And myself, I came pretty close to dying 
myself because I was trying to help myself so much in 


bringing up my own family at the same time. 


I spent a lot of my life in the bush and 
living off the land and trapping and I went to the settle- 
ment only at times and then I took sick,I was hospitalized 
and I regained my strength again and the reason why I 
have spent a lot of my time in the bush is really to 
support myself and look for everything that is off the 
land and I went to the settlement only when I had to. 


One thing that I would really like to 


bring up is sometimes you maybe have hard times today 
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because some of us are using too much alcohol. 


There are many mishappenings due to 
alcohol. You lose your house, you lose everything when 
you are using too much alcohol. Even your home, your 
house, sometimes there are no windows. Why are the 
windows broken? Sometimes because you do things by using 


too much alcohol. 


Why there are so much problems I think 
it is because the government are letting the Indian people 
get drink today. I never used to drink in my life. I 
went to war for two years and the first year I was there 
I drank alcohol. It never really struck me 
completely because I only took a little amount of alcohol 
while I was Overseas. I'm aware that it's nice to drink 
if you know how to drink because if you only drink a 


small amount and then nothing really destroys you. 


I see all the problems where I come from 


and a lot of these problems are under the influence of 


whilethe native people are using alcohol. They are losing 


a lot of the things that they have today because of using 
alcohol. When they are drinking too much they lose their 
house or other things that they had received already. 


And@r myself Iidon?t drink. Te sturitae 
the way I used to live. Today I live in an old shack 
which I bought, a second hand old shack that I bought out 
of my own pocket because Aeany: there is no house available 
for me to live in comfortably. I had asked the government 


agent if there is such a grant for me to have a house. 
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I asked him twice and still ROdaAY FE-aon Vt havea Wise 
to live in comfortably and now today I'm getting old and 


Still my shack is still very cold to live in. 


There is another problem that they are 
speaking in our community, the drinking water is quite far 
from where we live and sometimes to get a supply of water 
for me to drink becomes expensive because I have to pay 
the transportation of someone who goes and gets water, 
either by truck in order for me to get water. I'm fully 
aware that these have been brought up before by my Chiefs, 
but still today they are still existing. 


And the reason why the drinking water is 
far for us today is because we followed the road trans- 
portation wherever they moved. Maybe, if we in those 
days if we had thought that our, and knew better, maybe 
we wouldn't be crying for drinking water today if we 
would have been more thoughtful and took time to think 


more about it. 


He said it's hard to experience all those 
things they are making you hear today. It's hard when 
you are thirsty and you are longing for water and also 
if they provide trips for water you still have another 
problem. When you are sick you are far away from the 
hospital and yet you have to walk to go to the hospital 
when you are sick, and it happened in the past that some 
people trying to go by walking to go to the hospital and 
they were to reach the hospital were too sick to reach the 


hospital, so which is the greatest problem, to get 
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drinking water or when you are sick. 


I have experienced these two problems 
myself. As I tried to go to the hospital when I was sick 
but I think I could not get to the hospital by, footie Lf thad 
to get the truck for me to get to the hospital, but I 

10 had to pay it out of my own pocket. May I just say, Mr. 
Commissioner, try to keep these problems in mind regarding 
helping us and how you can help us to solve these problems 


in my community. 


Because of the faith that we were given 
Bo by our Creator we had the presentation that's on this 
year you can see everything that the Creator has given us 
and you can see by just looking at this you know the 
Indian is last and that's exactly how this thing is today. 
He lives with humility, but hopes he is regarded in the 
hands of the Creator because we are positive that our 
Creator looks after all his creations including the Indian. 
30 
I'd like to say once more that we are 
thankful to be able to speak to you and may the good 
spirit guide you in whatever you do and may He bless us 
and may we work together, while we are looking at this 
problem. Since I know someday all of us will die, but 
we only die from this world. In asking our Creator even 
after when we leave this earth, we will continue to live 
together more happily and it was a great pleasure for me 
to talk to you, but in comparing with this you know, I 
saw lots more people when I went Overseas, but in seeing 
you here it is only a small thing compared to what I 
have seen Overseas. But at the same time it is a pleasure 


for me to see this happening today and what's happening. 
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Thank you. May the good spirit keep you well in your 
heart in everything you do. 


THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you very much and 
I wish to say that I hope you understand that I do not 
have the power to directly, to right the wrongs of which 
you speak, but I will discuss them with your Chief and 


see if I can assist in any way. 


PETER MITTON: The next presentation will 
be made the school board, Pat Chilton. 


PATRICK CHILTON 


"Mr. Commissioner, I would like to comment 
on a problem that concerns the Moose Factory 
Island Public School Board and all people on this 
Island. 


First, the governments; both Federal 
and Provincial. The specific Federal government 
I'm concerned about is the Dept. of Indian Affairs 
and Northern Development. Our School Board, 
Since its origin in 1964 has been funded by this 
Dept. under Section 68 of the Education Act 1974. 
These people approve our annual budget. These 
people also pay 100% capital costs and 50% of 
the Board's operational budget. The province 


pays the remaining 503%. 


Now let me draw your attention to our 
school buildings. The Moose .Fort School is 28 


years old. There are two hundred and fifty 
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"pupils from Grade one to grade five in this school. 
This building was once a student dormatory which 

has been converted to a school. This building 

has been declared a fire hazard by the Dominion 

Fire Commissioners' Office and unsanitary, dangerous, 
unsuitable and costly by D.I.A.N.D. engineering 
ofiice. 


We also have 160 pupils in Main School 
which is situated on Centre Rd. here in Moose 
Factory. We also have what the Dept. of Indian 
Affairs in 1964 called 'two temporary portables' 
Still in use. On the reserve is the 'Village 
School’ which accommodates our Kindergarten 
children, which is administered by the Moose Fort 
School . 


In September 1978, the National Health and 
Welfare that supply our schools with steam heating 
will terminate this service. We will, therefore, 
be ‘going *toD.t A.N.DY for Capital funding ror 


new heating systems and/or new accommodation. 


This Board for the past 14 years has been 
Erying to convince D.1I.A. to build a new senool 
building to adequately serve the community's 


ehitaren. 


The D.I.A« in Toronto, tell us that they 
want a Capital Cost Sharing agreement with the 
Provincial Ministry of Education. These two 
governments cannot come to an agreement. You 
see, Justice Hartt; the D.I.A. will not build 
a new school on the Island at a cost of approx- 
imately 3-4 million for a Board that has 65% 


status Indian children and 35% non-Status 
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“Children. Let's say for example that D.I.A. 

and the Ministry of Education came to an agree- 
ment where they share the capital costs of a new 
building. There is a 5 year projection on 
capital costs that the D.I.A. has to go through, 
but that 5 year projection is 2 or 3 years 
behind. That means a new school building for the 
Island 7 or 8 years from now will cost 10 - 12 


Millions 


The D.I.A. have offered the Board Horden 
Hall. Horden Hall is another former student 
dormatory. The Board, last October decided it 
20 was better than the present structures. But the 
Board wanted some say in the renovations of 
Horden Hall as is its right. We are being‘denied 
this by this Dept. The following are some of 


the reasons the Board wants some input. 


1) D.I.A. hired an engineering firm to come up 
with a report on costs of renovations. For 
example this report said to re-roof Horden 
Hall would cost $100,000.00. In 1972 the 
estimate given for the same job was $150,000.00. 
(At this rate we should wait 5 years for a 
new school that wall cost 1 million dollars.) 

4O 2) This report stated that the following be 


changed into a classroom. 


One washroom 65 sq. ft. renovate to a classroom. 


One closet 60 sq. ft. renovate to a classroom. 


From this you can see why the Board should 
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"have some say in the renovations on Horden Hall. 


The Board has not yet given up, although 

It 1s Very frustrating working with the bureaucrare 
in Toronto. ‘By the way, I-am not in -any) way 
critizing the two local men whom we work through 

a invtheviocal Indian Affairs District Office, 
They are. aware of our problems and have. bried to 
assist the Board. It is the bureaucrats who sit 
on their butts in Toronto making decisions to save 
money that will have no affects on them in the 


long run. 


it iscarknown fact; oNorth of thes S0Eh, 
= that bureaucrats in Toronto make decisions without 
even thinking of consulting people who will 


bear the burden of their decisions. 


Earlier this week while on a plane to 

| Toronto, I was talking to a man who told me of a 
true incident that happened here in Moose Factory. 

30 One of the heads of a department came out of a 

| local office with a piece of paper in his hand. 
He stopped and read the paper. He then, in 
apparent anger, threw the paper in the snow and 
stomped on it. He stood there a while and then 
walked back and forth. He then started looking 

) for this piece of paper and couldn't find it. 

He got two maintenance men to help him look for 

it, but to no avail. He sent those two men to 

get rakes so that they could sift through the 

snow. While they were gone, he found the paper, 

brushed the snow off of it and walked into the 


office. The men returned with the rakes and raked 
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"through the snow for 2 hours before this guy 
returned to them and gave them hell for wasting 
time. 


To me that man represents the bureaucrats 
in Toronto and the two men; the people North of 
the 50th: 


In closing I would liké to Say that this 
brief is merely information on the types of 
problems Northerners face when decisions are 
made in the South without input from those that 
will be affected. Your Commission will bring 
light to those problems so that these problems 
you hear today will not be repeated. Thank you. 


=—~-HAH LBL. NO. 38268 Submission by Moose Factory 
Island Public School Board. 


PETER MITTON: Our next presentation will 
30 be by Warner West, a resident of Moose Factory. 
WARNER WEST 


"Commissioner, Ladies and Gentlemen: 


| I'd like to thank you for the opportunity, 
40 to address this Commission, as a resident of the 
north for 30 years, 25 of them north of Cochrane, 


and the last 13 here in Moose Factory. 


Past development in the north has had a 
narrow perspective of its responsibility and the 


major focus has been on efficiency, profit and 
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"haste. Some token consideration brought on) by 
citizens groups have been realized and some 
benefits have accrued, but often only as aaispin 
off effect of major development, or as good 


public relations, 


North or -the 50th, we have a chance to 
reverse that trend and view development as a 
planned interaction between developer, community 
and environment resulting not only in the removal 
of natural resources, but as a social development 
project with equal focus on the improvement of 
the quality of life, the protection of the natural 
20 environment and the critical and appropriate 


usage of natural resources to build the north. 


A. Development should only take place when 
development companies are willing to meet the 
added costs of extensive social improvement 
on a permanent basis to compensate for the 


(30 extraction of human as well as natural 


resources and for lifestyle disruptions. 


The only assets many northern communities 
have are their people, their value systems and 
their proximity to untapped resources. They 
must be left better off rather than worse, 
as a result of development. The cost of 
development in the north, for the first time 

in history must also make a major commitment 
to the human resources of the area, as an 


integral part of that development. 


7 B. JOB CREATION 


1. Development Companies must commit themselves 
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Soon 


"to the training of local people for skilled 
jobs related to development. 

2. Long term training for permanent jobs 
related to the continued functioning Of tne 
development project must be a component of 
development. 

3. Secondary industry or trades must be 
conjunctively established, whether or not 
they are related to primary development, to 
absorb short term employees after development 
completion. 

4. Development Companies must be willing 

to extend their target completion date to 
allow adequate pretraining of local staff 

and include this time extension as an integral 


part of their development project. 


CAPITAL COSTS - Community Benefits 


Development Companies must include in their 
capital costs, 5% of any project asa communis: 
development fee, which should be turned over 

to a community planning council for local use 
in the areas of social, community or education 
improvement. The designation of this fund 

must be entirely in the hands of the local 
community and they must be allowed to meet 
their own priorities without government or 


company influence. 


AREA ACCESS: 


Since development means increased access to 
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"previously isolated areas, hishang ang siunmonge 
and camping must be controlled to maintain a 
balance that is necessary to the needs of 

local long term residents. To maintain this 
control, .a Jocal control group shouldebe set 
up, responsible for establishing recreational 
guidelines and issuing environmental use 
permits. This group should also be responsible 
for issuing guide licenses and each non- 
resident should be required, subject to stiff 
fines, to be accompanied by a licensed guide 
for any wilderness excursion for hunting, 
fishing or camping. This would put pollution 
control from campers and sportsmen in the 


hands of the local community. 


The complexities of pollution; thermal, 
chemical, and Shep tlh gah am not an expert in, 
but the results of this type of modification 
of the environment can and have been drastic 
already, north of the 50th, often by develop-— 
ment of the south which modifies temperature 
and ‘quality and “quantity “of flow North oF eve 


site. 


Due to the fragility of the James Bay 
lowlands and the dependence of the majority 
40 of its inhabitants on the rivers, the Bay and 
on the wildlife to one degree or another, 
there must be: 

1, Strictest adherence to pollution control 


laws. 


- 2. Constant and long term monitoring of ene 


effects of development. 
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3. Local people involved in the monitoring 
process. 

4. An emergency fund to quickly modify 
sudden problems. 

5. Teeth in the fines imposed for environ- 
mental damage. 

6. No extentions of time, datelines to 


| meet required protective steps. 


Development must take place. I do not 
propose that it is logical to prevent it. What 
tedo belaeve strongly is. that. 26. the cost.ot 

20 developing as well as providing the forementioned 
benefits to those living in northern communities 

is too great for those companies who wish to develop, 
that the development be delayed. Natural resources 
increase in value with time. If not now, then 

soon their increasing value will support the 
additional cost: of improving. the, qualaty of 7 ite 
fo and the localities rather than destroying them. 

| I speak, as I said, not as a transient.. I speak 
not aS a newcomer to the north. I have lived for 
thirty years north of Cochrane and for the past 

13 years in the James Bay lowlands. I have seen 
the effects of logging on the environment, I have 
seen the changes that damming of the rivers have 
created. I have seen proud people lose their 
pride as a result of quick projects with temporary 
economic benefits. I have seen errosion of 
northern attitudes from those of sharing to those 
of ‘every man for himself' which prevail in the 


south. I believe that under the present attitudes 
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"Of government and industry, that development in 
the north is too expensive. Not only are natural 
resources being removed or altered with no possi- 
belecy. of replacement, but also value systems and 
a way Of life which took as long as many natural 
resources to develop, is also being destroyed 
without recognition of that fact. Developers are 
like wolverines. They destroy what they cannot 
use, leave a stench behind them and are only 
valuable once they are caught and skinned. I 
don't think the hides of developers would bring 
much at the fur market in North Bay, but many 
in the north, who have seen COrVrruptiom ofesene 
people and the destruction of the environmental 
balance would pay a fine price for that developers' 
skin to hang on the wall. Many groups you hear 
speak to you will promote development as quick 
and as soon as possible. Arguments used will be 
related to job creation, economic Opportunity and 
a share in the wealth of the development. These 
are understandable wishes and it is often hard 
for the man on welfare to clearly see the advantage 
of delay and long term commitments to the future. 
He, through necessity must look after today and 
hope about tomorrow. Chambers of Commerce and 
municipal councils, also wish to see quick develop- 
ment Since it both enhances and enriches their 
towns) for the present.’ What’ is oftén Yacking by 
all these groups is a commitment to the youth 
and the future of the north. Delayed gratification 
is a quality that many of these lobby groups lack. 


They want immediate gain and will probably profit 


s evatiagee, son "OL eee she. © -qeg lege spagees | q 


i oy S “ foeelt es oe? ar RO ieee a2 302 


AL a mget erent Sans 
aes ta ine Ae 
a De Kile. Sane sa: 
iba " wee tipl® —— 


= a 
fork ct Cutt i aaealten oie speek aast . 
a ey aie BA thio? wR deniae,@ grand’ oman . 


j ee Oh dong ty i grey are plieviay - 
rhiw 2oee “eae Om. “<9 tsiag "Pets | & 
nl cin (MR AVARE He en 0-7 Si fool 


ode vi u)-in A vos eee, ona 4% traps thd 2} 4 
: 7 
‘ prowess baliti, dtp 1a. pos ioereshit ed ann iy LEG 


she pur: O'Npe '- 4A ae at ena wo ana re Ned mike 
» Be inn ebnionly ot ae fiery, a8 sanga 


0 
ma 2D. Tei ¢ yeahs A ontathnee 3a, QUOO 86 te ; 
: q 
“amt > 3 ta va bake gta) (ie é! >i os o@ol3e123 f 
» tat RT ee es ee , 


aie | at hs S'S) Bee oadike i{deiathielel are 


a an a. = pt caren tpete y' aft Te Hae 6.05 See 
« 
wv 7 Al ‘aie éf- 6 Pi aad sje Guwdid? Vat ’ 
' 
us nchenat) ‘b. a-gendign Wei saaio? Porte eqon 
1 
gas ol arog , ae athe sy “Sp , ,elLéeansce sSoginracn 


. in | 
oe 


eae i® FARR eel Cire S78 tiot ot awe ooen 
i] ) ; - a 


mi) ste . ees q pions 4a ¢ af tel siwo7 7 
ews seen ta) ew Oa ae ‘ego er ale 7 
i r PAGE iy ~ apres VA e203) its. ian 
See at © 45 : > vey soc7 =) t taup o-sl ™ 7 


«| HRMS Ys “Tre Gree opin sarees Sas” eat 


7 in 


THOMAS F. CONLIN S335 


OFFICIAL REPORTER 


"in it to some degree. Those who wish delay have 

no immediate pressures and thus have the perspective 
to look beyond their next deadline and see that 
careful planning will result in a long integrated 
future for the north in concert with developers 
with a social conscience. The north will only 

grow if its development creates a better skilled, 
more perceptive population and if secondary 

industry with a future is a direct offshoot of 
primary resource removal. Build the north on its 


resources, don't bribe the people to allow plunder. 


AS an educator, I could sympathize with 

20 Mr. Jones' presentation yesterday, the lack of 
funding for the education centre and its programs. 
I am also pleased that these hearings are being 
held in our community hall, our most used and 


accoustically modern facility. 


The elementary schools on Moose Factory 
30 Island, do not have such a large facility as 
this despite a population of 416 children. Our 
major school building which has been condemned 
by the fire marshal several years ago still 
hosts 250 children. 


Recreation on the island is limited to 


out of doors or a playroom in our smaller school. 


| We have through our Board of Education been 
| trying, to, provide. shunding, for new school 


facilities for 14 years with no success. 


Despite this our system teaches oral Cree, 


Wy from Kindergarten to grade eight, teaches trapping, 
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"goose hunting and outdoor camping skills, as well 
as all the basic skills found in regular elementary 
programs. Our students at the end of Grade 8 are 
easily as skilled as any in the area despite our 
cultural content and emphasis. If our objectives 
are accurate and our schools don't fall down, we 
will be training pupils who have the skills and 
knowledge to either live culturally and creatively 
in the area in a traditional manner or follow a 
career related to the professions. Regardless 
of the choice, we want both opportunities to exist 
here in the traditional home of our students. 

With a development mated to local control and 
environmental caution, this can become a reality. 
Your findings can be significant to the future 


of these youths.’ 


Thank you, for this ‘opportunity - 
= EK. LT eNOw so 27: Submission by Warner West. 


PETER MITTON: The next presentation is 
by Ernie Sutherland. 


ERNIE SUTHERLAND 


Ke) "Mr. Commissioner: When a young child 


loses his mother, he then becomes a ward of the 
Government. But this does not solve the fact, 
that his mother is gone; the government cannot 


replace his mother. 


y The government tries to help him and tries 
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"to understand him, but the child remains lost, 
confused--he is a broken soul. To help him even 
more the government gives him free room and board 
and money to buy his food. Yes, these are 


essential, but that still does not replace his 
mother. 


Mr. Commissioner, this has already happened 
to some of us. When progress came our Mother was 
killed; everything that wasn't very sacred and 
precious was gone. Her rivers died and every- 
thing in it, even some of them stopped, and the 
colorful beadwork she did for her children was 

20 no longer there. The animals too, were gone but 
her child remained alone; there stood her child 
lost, wondering how he can survive. When his mother 
was with him, he knew how to survive. But now 


she is gone. 


The government told him that they will 


30 help him establish himself again, but they forgot 
} him just like the way they forgot his Mother Earth. 


You see, Mr. Commissioner, if your brothers 
come to kill the land, the land that I have come 


to respect, they will also kill and end my respect 


for you and your brothers. 


ae) When your brothers come to rape the land 
"North of the 50' with progress, they will also 
rape us of our pride, dignity, culture, and 


identity. 


After all is said and read Df this inquiry, 


let not this inquiry be labelled as a farce, but 
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"rather become a reality for our people and your 


people -- that an understanding can be achieved 
for both cultures. For the betterment for both 
cultures. 


And in closing I would like to thank you 
for letting me participate in this very important 


inquiry. Thank you." 
= baAntol, NO. 328: Submission by Ernie Sutherland. 


PETER MITTON: The next presentation is 


by Margaret Solomon, from Moosonee. 
MARGARET SOLOMON (translated by Mary Lou Tahtail) 


She said I just came here to give some of 
my points of view. I am not going to be very long, but 


I did write them down. 


I would like to contribute some of the 
information on my part. If the government really wants 


us to give some information. 


Many times I was happy to talk to somebody 
and report things that I am unhappy about and what I 
have to do that are happening today. 


On October the 4th, or December, when my 
husband had finished working and he applied for unemploy- 
ment insurance. My husband thought that applying for 
unemployment insurance is not going to be that hard to 


apply for unemployment insurance because he hasn't used it 
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that much since he started working. 


In the wintertime my husband is unemployed 
because he has seasonal employment in the summertime from 
the Department of Natural Resources. And when he did 
write to the Unemployment Insurance Company in Timmins, 
they told him that there is nothing for him if they are 
getting unemployment. And still today he says that he 
has nothing, no income from the Unemployment Insurance 


Company. 


He has been working with the Natural 
Resources now for at least eleven years and he has tried 
to get unemployment insurance now for the last three years. 
She says that he contacted Manpower and received a letter 
telling him that he was overpaid in 1976 and he is still 
confused on that today and he hasn't got the slightest 
idea how that happened. 


The first time they notified him that he 
had bills and it was $110.00 that he was to pay. And then 
nesfitiled the. forms, that. he was supposed to £1112 for 
unemployment insurance in December 18th. And after he 
had filled out these forms, you know, they sent them back 
and they told him, this time they told him that you're to 
pay $200.00. 


He never got a cheque from the unemployment 
insurance company, not once. What they asked him to do 
was send in a cheque to pay for these bills and they know 
that my husband is unemployed. And the people who are 


working here in this area cannot help us because we asked 
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them this morning to phone there and try and help us 


but they cannot do anything about 1: 


And I approached the Welfare with some 
Papers and various people have been helping us, I went to 
see the welfare man here and he gave me $50.00 for one 


month's welfare and I have nine children. 


I don't want to go back to the welfare 
office again and ask for another welfare since I only get 
$50.00 a month to feed my children and I don't know where 
to go and seek for help because I have nine children to 


feed and these children are going to school every day. 


I have two married daughters and I have two 
sons that are married and are independent. And these 
four children of mine are the ones who are feeding my own 
children. This is all I want to say because I justed wanted 
to speak on this because I was seeking for some kind of 
help. Now that some of my problems have been answered 
and what I was trying to find has been answered by some 
of the elders who have spoken here on how the treaty when 
they were signed and what kind of promises that the govern- 
ment has promised to the Native people and some of my 


wonderings were answered. 


And I also have another problem that I 
went to see a doctor one time and he said to go back 
to the clinic because apparently I had high blood pressure 
and the last time I went to see the doctor he said, when 
you come back make sure you have money with you because I 


have to pay for the pills that they are giving you, but I 
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never went back to that clinic again because I don't have 


money to pay for the operation that they give me. 


And I do whatever I can for my children 
when they are sick. I try to buy medicine from the store 
and when I can afford and I don't go to the clinic because 
I cannot afford their medication. 


I have one child who has been sick ever 
since he was small and since we had the flu going around 
here and she has been sick for at least a month and has 
not attended school for month too, because of the illness 
that has affected her. 


And many times I talk to my children who 
are married now today and I say to them, I wish one day 
that the government will be present so I can speak about 
my problems what we are facing today and that's why I took 


this opportunity to come and speak about my problems. 


I don't want to take too long in talking to 
you because there might be other people who would like to 
present their problems, but even though I would have a Lot, 
to say. And I was happy to have this opportunity to speak 
about my problems and what's happening in our life today. 
Both my husband and myself are not having problems 
about, drinking. Both.of us do not drink. Thank you very 


much. 


THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you very much. 
Again I cannot promise you that I can do anything directly 


about this situation that you bring to my attention, but 
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I will certainly look into it and I will certainly see 
that someone from the staff will look into it. Thank you 
very much. 


PETER MITTON: The next is Sinclair Cheechoo 
from Moose Factory. 


SINCLAIR CHEECHOO 


First of all Mr. Commissioner, I would 
like to introduce myself. My name is Sinclair Cheechoo, 
former chief at Moose Factory. My brief is very short and 
I didn't make a copy of it. I figured that it was so 


short we would remember it and my comments in it. 
THE COMMISSIONER: I am sure I will, Sir. 


Mr. Commissioner, my brief consists of 
the Indian's business management. We have been told a 
number of times why don't the Indian people start their 
own private business to provide employment in their 
community. Some Indian people have started on different 
adventures a few years ago and I am one of them. Some are 
starting now and some may be thinking about starting their 
own business as a means of ptoviding employment in their 


communities. 


Mr. Commissioner, we are facing a very 
serious problem, how to cope with the inflation and high 
cost of diving.) Inflation 2s causing, theshigh.cost ot 
every need to survive and to stay in business. High cost 
of transportation is killing the small private businesses 


Slow, but surely. 
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Mr. Commissioner, for example three years 
ago transportation on a charter basis $536.00 from Timmins 
to Kapuskasing Lake a distance of 140 miles. A year 
after, meaning two years from last year, White River 
Air Services bought out Austin Airways. Prices went up 
to $956. one trip. Last year the price since the same 


year Last year was $1,076. one trip. 


I have another card here regarding handi- 
crafts produced by Indian people. Mr. Commissioner, there 
are many Indian people depending on selling handicrafts 
to provide and support their families. Again they are 
facing the same problems of exploitation. Production of 
handicrafts by individual Indians is in danger of losing 
ground today. Why? Because of exploitation by greed. 
Markup on most items sold by Indian people or other people 


is 100 to 500%. We feel this is outrageous. 


In closing Mr. Commissioner, the govern- 
ment is powerful. They are so powerful they can do any- 
thing in this country of Canada. If they want to take 
protective measures they can do it to protect small 
business establishments. At least small business establish- 
ments provide some employment to some people. If the 
government can take these protective measures it will 
help those people that mean to become eventually independent 
and also to provide employment to some of their people. 


Thank you Mr. Commissioner, for listening to me. 
THE COMMISSIONER: Thanks very much. 


PETER MITTON: Is there anyone else in the 


room today who might have something to say. 
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GEORGE KATUKAPAPUT 


Well, I'm not too well prepared to make 
any official presentation at this time. I just want to 
say that it is most unfortunate that there's not much 
unity among our people. Some are against these projects, 
these developments and some are for and want these develop- 
ments and this is certainly not unity among our people. I don'¢ 
know,as I said, I do not have any written submission to : 
give to the Commissioner at this time, 
however, I'll just run through what I have briefly written 
here. 


I want to find out first and. most how the 
native people of this area have no clear understanding 
as yet what this commission is all about or whether it 
is a Federal commission or a provincial commission. They 
think that the commission is on their side. Most Native 
people are in camps, any development they don't want any. 
Let alone in participating or getting involved in one and 
they think this commission is going to stop all develop- 
ment on their behalf, however, this is not the direction 
in which the Native organizations seem to be heading. 
It seems to me that Psu Key ch&S2° presentations, namely 
treaty #9 is one of participation or involvement of 
Native people in these developments. If Native people 
are against development in the first place how can 
they propose to participate or get involved. To me this 
seems to be out of order, out of context of the native 


people's basic position. 


I don't know where Treaty #9 picks up this 
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idea of participation or involvement. Probably from 
experts or support groups who cannot seem to make 


up their mind which side they are-on. 


For the majority of Native people across 
Canada the key issue is one of recognition of aboriginal 
rights. This is the basic position of native people, 
not participation or involvement. What is the use to 
participate or get involved in any development in the 
general support in the general society, if our basic 
rights of aboriginal rights is not recognized. What is 
the use of who, what is the use to accept Canadian Bill 
of Rights or the Ontario Human Rights if our basic rights, 
if our demands for our basic rights, the aboriginal rights, 


is not recognized. 


We are considered alien or immigrants on 
the same standing as Italians and Chinese who came from 
another country. This is what the Indian Act implies. 

For the native people it is the opposite. It was the 
understanding of the native people when they signed these. 
treaties that these treaties would guarantee them 
recognition of aboriginal rights, that they were to be 
regarded as the original people with special privileges 
and protection. And this protection would be given them. 
But the law says they gave away their land and aboriginal 


rights and became immigrants. 


It is for this reason that they were under 
the citizenship and immigration, department of the Federal 
government for a long time. We don't have te make any 


elaborate or fancy statements, beating around the bush and 
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making presentations. 


I don't think there is much this commission 
can do for native people. After the James Bay agreement 
of Quebec or the Berger Inquiry these commissions or 
hearings according to my opinion seem to be as obsolete as a 
means for native people gaining justice. It seems that 
struggle for recognition of aboriginal rights has been 
exhausted in the Canadian courts and in this country. 
It may be that the solution to this problem for recognition 
of aboriginal rights lies in another process or approach 
and the key to this, another process or approach may be 
the unity of native people, Metis, status Indian and the 
Inuit in making presentation to an independent organiza- 


tion, to an international organization. 


I just want to state my opposition to 
Treaty No. 9. I do not accept most of the ideas of their 
presentations or their organizations. Moreover I do not 
recognize this treaty or any other treaty which do not 
recognize native people as the original people .of this 
country, which do not recognize aboriginal rights and 
who speaks for Native people about a half a dozen presenta-~ 
tions, about half a dozen organizations who makes 


presentations at Moosonee yesterday. They seem to be 


competing for funding for native programs. These people 
seem to be interested only in getting money or jobs, not 


justice for native people. 


For instance, through the basic position of 
the majority of native peoples across Canada, their 


recognition of aboriginal rights. I intend to pursue 
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further this matter of unity of native people and the 
demands, continuing demands for our recognition of 
aboriginal rights which would be the only meaningful 
discussion between the two opposite growths in this 
country. I rest my case with the general public of this 
meeting and mostly on the native people. 1 thank yourfor, 
I thank the Commissioner for listening. They are great 


listeners anyway. Thank you. 


PETER MITTON: Is there anybody else that 


would like to make a presentation? 
SINCLAIR WILLIAMS (Translation by Mary Lou Iahtail) 


My name is Sinclair Williams. 
I appeal to the Commissioner 
in trying to find out what our legal rights are and I 
would like to tell him that I do have a problem about my 
salary. I got an idea from an elder who has told us a 
lot about the signing of the treaty and I am from one 


of the reserves in the north. 


We were told that if we worked right in 
the reserve that we are not to pay any taxes or any other 


kind of things 


Even though I don't pay taxes when you come 
to pick up what they have taken out of my salary it looks 


like they have taken taxes out also. 


rotee 7 
Lp I 


: "7 


) ove EG pee ol PP tees: 4 
| ee feu ane Ange | SH XC: Wy beer git 
4a oe Gl nectile ch 
y “el gneqy ae "209 etree ne 
pia oe Ae seam. He eT 
at wale eae Vireon bia ae 
eee ienwn®), GAS aineds 
a "beg: Vier ewan szaneaeek . 
ye | 
i. Geta Gnas ay suite a2, sapere jam. «<9; 
. ier ynanbucm » 63a of O71 Ofte 


; ; fo? se DRA ald ay, «MAR OTE Ee ETAT 
; Ty a 
56 Ate) eh’ Se lonRt ee - 
eet ox pein eee ; %7 }68qa 


i - 
i dt tanh Sel) Sop Fe Beet ee Pee 


i - Pun es 7 a dena oes { ." F p ; 
=.« 1G a, Sar = Jit Pee +an Be ie i | 


ee Gv’ os A VOaer ols aT 2 | 1uNGGeé 
4.i3ae Gy as) Be vse se 
i 
, . —t) O1 epee Siow a-tew eo ‘i 
@ 
, el ea os VT 7 O72 & ma V2 
1 , a 2 Ve vé 
y yo 
ais i - ne ot at | 4 J a 
: s.) {4 Nt) ap was yy (he MEL > tld Aolg A, 
é, 
$4) wich evel vate Gat 
i 
t 
1 
4 
' 
} 
: 7 . 
‘ } ! 


HOMAS F. CONLIN 3348 


OFFICIAL REPORTER 


And that is why I stay right in the reserve, and went 


there because I don't want to leave my treaty. 


And because of the government, the govern- 
ment we are getting these from he has broken the promises 
that he had made in the treaty. 


And I have tried to plead for help of 
various people in order for me not to pay for those things. 
Because I am aware of what they have promised in the 


treaties. 


I have brought this stuff with me, my 
cheques, so you will see what I am trying to say. I have 
worked for the Department of Indian Affairs for at least 


ten years now. 


I pay $28.00 a month towards the hospitaliza- 
tion. They have decreased it to $14.00. 


He says, what do you think of me bringing 


‘this up, is this the kind of things you are looking for? 


THE COMMISSIONER: These matters that you 
are raising are issues that are being negotiated at the 
present time by some of the people representing the 
Indian people with the government and I can assure you, 
though, that there is no way that I could arrive at any 
conclusion on them at the present day. They are being negotia- 


ted at the present time between your leaders and the governmenk 
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SINCLAIR WILLIAMS: 


3349 


Another thing I 


wanted to ask here is when someone appears in court they 
have a bible there that saySthey are going to follow the 


word of God.I don't think that 


they should swear on the 


bible because they do not follow the words of God that's in 


the bible. 


I just wanted to ask you because I 


don't know why are they doing that? 


THE COMMISSIONER: 


I don't know how to 


answer why they don't follow, why they don't say the truth 


in those circumstances,but it' 


s what is done in all the 


courts, so when anyone appears to give evidence in 


court they are asked to swear on the bible to make 


that they tell the truth while they are before the 


MAY LOU IAHTAIL: 


sure 


Court. 


He says if I did break 


the law myself I'm sure they would put me in court because 


when I think of the government you know, he's the one who 


is breaking all the treaties 


court. 


PETER MITTON: 
Rickard of the Grand Council 


presentation. 
CHIEF ANDREW RICKARD 


Te wide “ery to 
presentation, you look tired 
of militancy I have is going 


in my home turf, Mr. 


Commissioner. 


and he should appear in 


He says, that's all I have to say. 


Could I/call on Chief Andrew 
Treaty #9 to make a 


give you a very relaxed 
and so am I. All the spirit 
out of me. You see,you are 


I live here and I 


used to come and peek through that hole there because I 
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was very, very shy, I come from a very shy community 

and every time I used to go to movies here, I used to come 
and sneak in and I always came in when the lights would go 
out and consequently I'd go out and never see the end of 
the movie. I had those kind of problems. I only came 
home the last two years,or twice the last eight years, to 
visit the area and although I'm from here there's all 
kinds of situations that I got myself involved in trying 
to do the work that I thought was necessary. 


So looking back we never used to have so many 
spokesmen and looking back today they have so many 
different colours. We used to have, one spokesman was 
from the Hudson Bay Company, it mustn't have been too bad 
because I guess we didn't know if we required a spokesman 
at that time, till somebody came along and said we 
required leadership, you know. We didn't know how poor 
we were until somebody came along and said we were poor 
because we're doing a fantastic job and was existing and 
minding our own business. However, all these things 
change. I just want to put it on record the reiteration 
of some of the points that we've given you the last 
three or four months. Again to signify to you by way of 
a tangible demonstration , a presentation that I would 
like to clarify without being too repetitious here. 

You heard from various people, our leadership of yesterday, 
like John Fletcher, 90 years old, I understand he's been 
married 69 years, to one woman I might add,and this is 
sometimes not consistent With some of us and secondly, 

we had the young presentations here, my little brother 
was sitting here at one point and making a presentation 


to you. I don't know if there's any significance and he'll 
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20 


30 


(40 


Kepey! 


be following my footsteps, whatever my footsteps are. 
But nevertheless, we'd like to acknowledge all these various 


there was so many people. So I'll just use the 


formal format here and translate the presentation for our 
young : : 
elders andour / people and I'1l commence by stating this 


presentation to you, sir. 


"Mr. Commissioner, on this final day of 
the preliminary hearings we would like to emphasize 
the key points of our submissions to your Inquiry. 
These issues are so important to us that they 
deserve to be emphasized. On these issues the 
voice of the Nishnawbe-Aski has been loud, clear 
and insistent. We ask that you never lose sight 
of the most important element in your Inquiry-- 
and that is the human element; that you never 
lose sight of our people as a priority, and of 
our total relationship with the land. We ask that 
you do not allow the destruction of the people 
and the land by any uncontrolled exploitation of 
Our natural resources. On our part we,the 
Nishnawbe-Aski, consider ourselves to be spiri- 
tually and morally obligated to protect our land 
against any cost. We intend to protect our 
God-given right to live in harmony with Nature 
and to ensure that there is perpetuity in 


this respect. 


The basis of this Inquiry, of course, is 
the concept of justice, and within that scope 
of this Commission any consideration of justice 


necessarily involves the human element. In order 
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"to determine what is just in matters concerning 
northern development, the Commission must consider 
péople ‘as its €irst. priority omlfoP*ensure) that the 
best interests of the people who live -on the land 
are served, before the claims of any outside 
industrial developers or institutions, has always 
been our major concern. In our view this issue 


is clearly and truly a matter of justice. 


While we fully acknowledge the limitations 
placed on your Inquiry by its nature as an im- 
partial body collecting factual information and 
drawing fair and sound conclusions, we have faith 


20 in your integrity, and believe that you will be 


faithful to the ideal of justice. However, in 
order to fulfil that obligation, you must be 
thorough in your investigations, and so we 
strongly urge your Commission to visit every one 
of our Nishnawbe-Aski communities. Only by doing 
| this can you build up a complete picture of our 
= lives, and understand our problems and aspirations. 
Only in this way can our leaders convince our 


people of your sincerity and impartiality. 


Our second recommendation concerns the 
existing social services in the North. The many 
submissions your Commission has received on this 
40 issue have identified pressing needs and serious 
inadequacies in this field. It is clear that 
the social services programs sponsored by the 


Provincial Government are inadequate and in many 


cases irrelevant. This situation is not insoluble, 
by virtue of the fact that the Government is supposed- 


ly a functioning democratic system, with effective 
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"administrative channels for the communities to 
make their needs known. Therefore, we strongly 
Suggest that we confine the Commission to the 
proper area of the Inquiry -- which is northern 
resource development and its implications, and 
leave the Ontario Government to live up to its 


existing constitutional obligations. 


Our third, and perhaps most vital point 
is about the Environmental Assessment Act. In our 
opinion it is unclear in its criteria and in- 
adequate for examining such large-scale projects 
as Onakawana and Reed Paper developments. Lipas 
20 crucial that the whole act be reviewed, refined 
and revised. These five questions, we think, 


are the vital ones to be asked: 


1. Was the Act designed on the basis of 
sufficient knowledge of our fragile Northern 
environment? 

2. Did its design take into consideration any 
other world-wide environmental practices? 

3. -Does it have enough scope to cover massive 
projects with a multitude of environmental 
affects? 

4. Is there a realistic method of enforcing 

40 the regulations of such an act? 

5. Finally, and most critically, why was this 
act established without prior consultation 
with the people of the North, the people to 


whom it matters the most? 


At the root of all these questions is the 
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"most important consideration of all -- the people 
of the land -- and it is your Commission's 
obligation as an investigative body to focus 


your concern on that crucial issue. 


There has never been an effective and com- 
prehensive democratic vehicle for assessing 
diverse and large-scale land developments. We, 
therefore urge the Commission, in its role as a 
conscientious body of Inquiry, to undertake a 
broad and detailed examination of all aspects of 
several different types of development projects 
such aS: Onakawana, and other energy exploitation 
20 schemes; Polar Gas; the Reed Paper type of 

projects; Prospections Mining Ltd.; in fact, 

all other forms of existing and potential resource 
exploration. The terms of reference of such 

an undertaking would be developed jointly by your 
Commission and representatives from the Ontario 


| Government and the Aboriginal people. 
30 
Since the beginning of your preliminary 


hearings, you have witnessed the strength of the 
human factor in the size of our delegations, in 
the voices of our leaders. You have seen our 
belief in justice demonstrated by our presence 

at the various hearings of this Inquiry, and by 
40 our Leaders returning to our people with the 
genuine hope that your Inquiry will lead to great 


change for us. A change that will recognize our 


treaty and aboriginal rights -- by legislation 
within the Canadian state. However, of all the 


components of your Inquiry, the human element is the 


most unpredictable. Unfortunately, all of your 
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"society's forces have made our sense of 
injustice the strongest aspect of that element. 
Beneath their patient exteriors our people surge 
with three hundred years of accummulated and now 
barely-contained rage. And we wait, aS we have 
waited for governments in the past to honour our 
promises, and as we now wait for our Leaders to 
return with some signs that there will be funda- 
mental changes made. It has not been our way to 
strike out violently against injustice. For these 
many years, our natural land-based fortitude, 
together with our Elders' wishes to negotiate 
20 peacefully with the Foreign Visitors, has held this 
rage in check. Now, more than ever, our whole 
existence as people is threatened by total 
assimilation. There is no more time to wait. 
To make it absolutely clear, Mr. Commissioner, 
cultural genocide looms darkly in our rapidly 
shrinking backyard. In this age of terrorism, 
30 the question that should really concern you, as 
it does our Elders, is whether our Leaders can 
continue to contain this anger, in the event that 
your Commission proves to be just another manoeuvre 
on the part of the Ontario Government. We feel 
it necessary to demonstrate the seriousness behind 
this Commission and at that we are presently 
concerned enough that it must not be another 
political convenience on the part of some 
political advisors. We, the Nishnawbe-Aski, have 
spoken to you, and will continue to speak to you 
from the heart. It would prove unbearable for 


us to realize that we have once again spoken to 
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"deaf ears. For almost three hundred years we 


10 


zO 


30 


| 40 


have been using the passive method of peaceful 
negotiations with almost no success. Recently, 
we have become more aggressive. Our people accept. 
the fact that there are a limited number of methods 
that can be used to resolve our social and economic 


issues. 


Essentially we see three basic alternatives. 
We can be passive, as we have been in the past, and 
allow the Federal and Provincial Governments to 
carry on ignoring our real needs, imposing systems 
unsuitable for us, and manipulating the environ- 
ment in the interest of business and industry. 
However, this alternative is one we can no longer 
tolerate. Another method is to continue the kind 
of negotiating we are engaged in at present. For 
this purpose we have established many channels 
of communication. Through the National Indian 
Brotherhood we have created a Cabinet structure 
to negotiate on major Federal-Aboriginal issues. 
We have also established a similar mechanism on 
the Provincial level. Recently we have begun . 
the process of developing a Federal~-Provincial- 
Aboriginal tripartite body to facilitate negotia- 
tions on matters of common concern to all parties. 
With genuine misgivings, we can nevertheless 
turn.to. your, judiclalwsystem to. resolverany 
issues which are mutual to us. There is a serious 
problem with this, though: your courts are bound 
by Federal and Provincial legislation which has 
so far failed to recognize our Aboriginal rights. 


In fact, it is our feeling that these laws were 
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"established to suppress our people and as the 
legal basis from which to steal our land. 
However, we do intend to carry on negotiations 
for the next five years, and at the end of that 
time determine how successful this method is for 


achieving our mutual goals. 


The last alternative is far from attractive. 
We would simply have to do whatever is necessary 
to survive. There is an increasingly negative 
feeling among our people all over the country. 
It is real, very disturbing, menacing, and very 
powerful. Why is there a rapidly increasing suicide 
20 rate among our young people? Why are our people, 
traditionally serene and peaceful, now speaking 
in terms of harsh, forceful, violent alternatives? 
Why, especially, should they have to resort to, 
even think about, such desperate measures? Something 
is very wrong, Mr. Commissioner. The rumblings 
of discontent are getting louder. This leads to 
the final question; what is our breaking point? 


Mr. Commissioner, during the short period 
that has been the life of the Commission, we the 
Ojibway-Cree peoples of Northern Ontario have 
related to you the history of our lifestyle and 
culture. It is the history of a close and 
40 intimate relationship with the land that predates 
by many centuries the Euro-Canadian culture. This 
journey backwards into history talks about, even 
emphasizes the love and devotion of the Cree- 
Ojibway to the Great Spirit and to the land that 
this Creator gave us. In this historic overview 


we have not talked as much as we perhaps should have 
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"of the blood and tears that have stained the pages 
of our history, suffering caused by the 
imposition of a culture and religion that worships 
Material gain and monetary wealth. Yes, all 


these stains are there in our history. 


Mr. Commissioner, history is unfolding 
daily. What happens as your Commission takes its 
next steps will be demonstrated by facts that will 
be read, and by the involvements and commitments 
that will be studied by future generations as the 
history of Northern Ontario; this will be the 
history of the people who love the land of their 


heritage. 


The environment is your responsibility; 
it is our responsibility. We have an obligation 
to the welfare of the total environment. 
Together we can work towards a future of complete 


and progressive involvement in this task. 


Asa; gesture of Our convictions,. our aims, 
our faith in your involvement in this Inquiry, 
we offer into your safe-keeping, Mr. Commissioner, 
this Union Jack, this Bible, and this torn 
document, Treaty #9. It is torn because it is 
a broken promise; The Federal and Ontario 
Provincial Governments have failed to honour it. 
When this Inquiry has been completed, we wish to 
present these symbolic objects, in your presence, 


at a tripartite meeting of the Federal and Ontario 


Governments and the Nishnawbe-Aski." 


For a moment you will see the red and 
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black ribbon, Mr. Commissioner, some of us you will see 
Carrying the red and black ribbons that are our apparel. 
The black signifies the four people we lost in the last 
five years who were fighting for the cause of our people 
and the red indicates the continuous flow of our blood in 
our bloodstreams to indicate that we continue to serve 

we Our people in the process. This treaty has been torn in 

four pieces to indicate the four magical numbers that 

our people talk about, the four seasons and the four parts 


which make a circle. 


"We maintain that the onus is on the 

20 Governments in question to understand, accept and 
honour our aboriginal and treaty rights. From 
this position, we wish to negotiate all aspects 
of our aboriginal and treaty rights, to the extent 
of which they have been violated. Mr. Commissioner, 
to pursue this objective we need a Federal- 
Provincial-Aboriginal tripartite mechanism. We 

30 know we have the support of the Federal Govern- 
ment for developing such a structure: , Therefore, 
we strongly recommend that your Commission encourage 
the Ontario Government to become fully involved 
aS a participating member in such a tripartite 
mechanism. Our Leaders believe in the validity 
of the tripartite system as a mechanism for 


40 
negotiating matters of common concern." 


As these preliminary hearings are concluded, 
Mr. Commissioner, we would be very proud to be involved 
helping you and your staff and other staff in co-ordinating 


all the traffic over the various areas and the unsung 
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heroes, I'd like to express publicly, we appreciate the 


problem, our appreciation. 


As you go through some of the various 
submissions you will hear the message Over and over again 
that the realities of the problems facing our people are 
upon us and that something must be done. As we are 
continuing again the summary, in conclusion, our people 
wait in the various communities with expectations that 
you will continue with this process and many times from 
the youngest representative to the oldest Elder that we 
need to talk about these various frustrations of our 
people. I would like to again reiterate our position 
that we wish you the courage to take a stand when you make 
your conclusions and submit them to the government who 


appointed this particular commission. 


"To conclude on a lighter note, Mr. 
Commissioner, we warmly invite you to take full advantage 
of our Aboriginal hospitality this evening, and the chance 


to meet our people informally." 


And I guess to significantly demonstrate 
to you that time doesn't mean anything to us, we are 
about thirty-five minutes late for that hospitality. 
Please enjoy yourself while you are staying here and 
get a chance to know our people informally. Sometimes 
in this atmosphere we have a tendency to be overly active 


in politics. Thank you very much, sir. 


THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you Chief Rickard. 
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Mr. Rickard, I came,as I said,to listen and learn from 
you and talk to you and even more than that they have 
directed me to understand this great movement, there is 
much more to be learned. I sincerely hope that what we 
have said and done during the course of these preliminary 
meetings will start a new sense of hospitality and 
understanding of ourselves and a better life for us all. 


Thank you. 
CHIEF RICKARD: Thank you, Mr. Commissioner, 
and aS we have done traditionally, one of our Elders 
would like to close these sessions with a prayer. 
=o aK EB teNO. 20: Submission by Chief Rickard. 


(Closing prayer) 


Adjournment. CERTIFIED ‘CORRECE: 


(Thomas: F >. CGoniin); 


Official Reporter. 
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